
The Eucharist on the Feast of the 

Presentation of Christ in the temple 

Welcome! 

You are very welcome to our service today. Please follow this service sheet 

and join in with words in bold type. Suggestions are made where to 

stand/sit/kneel but feel free to just sit if it’s more comfortable.  

A hearing induction loop is fitted in church for those can use it. Toilet and 

baby-changing facilities are at the back of church. Please ask a steward for 

anything you need. 

Please stand when the first hymn is announced. 

Hymn 

The president begins the service 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 

The Lord of glory be with you. 

The Lord bless you. 

The President introduces the service. 

All  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people 

on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 

worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 

your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 

mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

The President introduces and prays and all respond 

All  Amen. 



Reading 

Please sit for the reading. At the end the reader says  

This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 Please stand to sing the hymn before the Gospel. 

Hymn  

Please remain standing to hear the Gospel. 

Gospel Reading 
 Today the Lord is presented in the Temple 

in substance of our mortal nature. 

All  Alleluia! 

 Today the Blessed Virgin comes 

to be purified in accordance with the law. 

All  Alleluia! 

Today old Simeon proclaims Christ 

as the light of the nations and the glory of Israel. 

All Alleluia! Praise to Christ, the Light of the world! 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

Please sit after the opening prayer. 

 

The Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Please stand, as you are able. 

 



All  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 

all things were made 

For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray to the Father through Christ our light and life.  

Please kneel or sit to pray. 

This response is used 

Lord, have mercy.  

All Lord, have mercy. 

 At the end 

President Almighty Father, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, 

 and showed them the infant King. Give us grace to trust your  

promises, and patience to wait for their fulfilment; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Prayers of Penitence 

The President introduces the confession. 

All  Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. Amen. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

The Peace 

The President introduces the Peace and says 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All  and also with you. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Hymn 

During the hymn the altar is prepared. 

When all is ready 

Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous; 

accept the offering of your Church and grant that Christ may 

shine in us to the praise and glory of your name. 

Amen. 

 



The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 

All  and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

The President praises God for the wonder of salvation. 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The President recalls the Last Supper. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All  Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 

The President concludes the prayer and all respond 

All  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Believing the promises of God, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Please kneel or sit 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

All  God here among us, light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 

Giving of Communion 

The president says the invitation to communion  

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

All  Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

The president and people receive communion. Everyone is invited to 

come to the altar rail to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. 

Please follow the directions of the stewards. 

During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung.  

Prayer after Communion 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 

who lived to welcome the Messiah: 

may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 

prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 

to bring us to eternal life; 

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 Candlemas Procession 

A hymn may be sung while the candles are lit. 

The president says 

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, pour into 

the hearts of your faithful people the brilliance of your eternal 

splendour, that we, who by these kindling flames light up this 

temple to your glory, may have the darkness of our souls 

dispelled, and so be counted worthy to stand before you in 

that eternal city where you live and reign, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 



 The choir sings Nunc Dimittis, the Song of Simeon 

1  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 

2  For mine eyes have seen : 

thy salvation; 

3  Which thou hast prepared : 

before the face of all people; 

4  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 

 

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 

of the Saviour’s birth. 

All  Help us, in whom he has been born, 

to live his life that has no end. 

 Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 

All  Help us, who have received the bread of life, 

to be thankful for your gift. 

 Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 

All  Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, 

to trust in your eternal promises. 

 Here we have greeted the light of the world. 

All   Help us, who bear these candles, 

never to forsake the light of Christ. 

 Here we stand near the place of baptism. 

All  Help us, who are marked with the cross, 

to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

 Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 

All  Help us, for whom Lent is near, 

to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 

 Here we bless one another in your name. 

All  Help us, who now go in peace, 

to shine with your light in the world. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 



We stand near the place of new birth. 

All   Let us shine with the light of your love. 

 We turn from the crib to the cross. 

All  Let us shine with the light of your love. 

 We go to carry his light. 

All  Let us shine with the light of your love. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The candles are extinguished. 

 

Notices are given. 

Hymn 

Blessing 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

fill you with radiance and scatter the darkness from your path. 

All  Amen. 

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 

gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 

All  Amen. 

Christ, the Dayspring from on high, 

draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. 

All  Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 

Go in the light and peace of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 


