
Readings for Sunday 25thDecember 2022 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 

First Reading Isaiah 62.6-end 
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall 

never be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, and give him no rest until 

he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth.  

The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give 

your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine 

for which you have laboured; but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the 

Lord, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.  

Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up 

the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.  

The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, your 

salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.’  

They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord’; and you shall be 

called, ‘Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.’  

Gospel Reading Luke 2.8-20 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in 

a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 

her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them.  



Post Communion 
God our Father, 

whose Word has come among us 

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 

may the light of faith illumine our hearts 

and shine in our words and deeds; 

through him who is Christ the Lord. 


