
 

 

The EUCHARIST 

in the season of 

ADVENT  



  



Welcome! 

You are very welcome to our service today in this first season of the 

Church’s year. Hopefully, you have everything you need – this service 

booklet, a sheet with the readings on and a hymn book.  

Please use this booklet to follow the service – we all join in with the words in 

bold. This booklet suggests where we usually sit/stand/kneel but please do 

whatever you’re most comfortable with. You will see the hymn numbers 

displayed at the front of church and also on the readings sheet. 

If you have children with you then feel free to wander with them during the 

service. If they are old enough then they will be welcome to go along to 

Sunday School. The children return to the service at Communion and share 

their work with us. 

Toilets and baby-changing facilities are found at the back of church – please 

ask a steward for directions and for anything else you need to know. 

If you need it, our church has a hearing-aid induction loop fitted. 

Advent is a season of expectation and preparation as the Church prepares to 

celebrate the coming of Christ in his incarnation, and also looks to his final 

advent, as judge at the end of time. The expectant character of the season is 

reflected in readings and prayers during worship. Our church also represents 

our waiting in darkness with muted colours and music until the light comes 

into the world at Christmas. 

One symbolic act is the lighting of the Advent Wreath, serving to remind us 

of our increased expectancy of the birth of the Saviour of the World. 

The Advent Wreath has three purple candles and one pink (rose) around a 

central white candle. One additional candle is lit on each of the Sundays of 

Advent with the final, white, candle lit at the celebration of Christmas. Each of 

the four Sundays reminds us of those who prepared for the coming of Christ.  



A hymn may be sung as we gather. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen 

 

 The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
As the appropriate candles are lit a prayer is said and all respond 

 

All Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

When the Lord comes,  

he will bring to light things now hidden in darkness,  

and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  

Therefore in that light, we confess our sins. 

A moment of silent reflection. 

All  Most merciful God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned  

in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

  

 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
  



Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Collect 

The President introduces a period of silent prayer. 

The Collect is said and all respond 

All Amen. 

 

 Please sit. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Readings & Sermon 

Please sit to listen to the readings.  At the end of each the reader says 

 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

A hymn may be sung as we prepare to hear the Gospel reading. 

 

We stand to greet the Gospel and turn to face the reader. 

The reading may be heralded with a suitable acclamation. 

 

Alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

After the opening prayer please sit for the Sermon. 

 

The Creed 

On Sundays & Holy Days the Creed may be said.  

 

Please stand. 

 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

We sit or kneel to pray. One of these responses may be used 

 

 Lord, hear us.    Maranatha: 

All Lord, graciously hear us. or Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

At the end 

 Merciful Father,  

All Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
Please stand. 

May the God of peace make you completely holy, 

ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All And also with you. 

 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Preparation of the Table 
A hymn may be sung. The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed 

upon it. The gifts of the people may be collected and presented. 

 

When all is ready the President prays  

As this bread was scattered  

and then gathered and made one, 

so may your Church be gathered into your Kingdom. 

All Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

 Wisdom has built her a house; 

she has mixed her wine; she has set her table. 

All Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

 

  



The Eucharistic Prayer 
Please remain standing throughout. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The president praises God for the wonder of our salvation. 

 

All Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The president recalls the Last Supper. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

or  

 

 Christ is the bread of life: 

All When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

 we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 

 until you come in glory. 

 

The prayer continues and leads into the doxology to which all respond 

 

All Amen. 

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

Please sit or kneel. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

The Agnus Dei may be said or sung. 

All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says this or another suitable invitation to communion. 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

 but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 



Everyone whose custom or tradition is to receive Holy Communion is invited 

to here. You may prefer to receive a Blessing. If you would rather receive a 

blessing then please bow your head at the altar rail. 

 

The President and people receive communion. 

During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung. Please use the 

quiet time to pray and reflect. There is a space to light candles and write a 

prayer at the prayer board. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence may be kept. 

The Post Communion prayer is said. 

 

All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

 to be a living sacrifice. 

 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

 to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

Notices may be given and a hymn may be sung. 

 

The president uses a suitable blessing. 

 

All Amen. 

 

A minister says 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

The ministers and people depart.  



  



 

 
 

 

 


