
Sunday 20th March 2022 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Welcome to everyone today in church.  

Welcome, too, to those joining our livestreams via Facebook. 

Please take note of our on-going Covid-safety measures: 

* Face-coverings are recommended, but optional  

* Sitting away from others is still suggested 

* There is no Offertory procession 

* Holy Communion is administered, standing, in one kind only 

* Please join us for refreshments, after church, in the Hall 

We want everyone to feel, and to be, safe.  

Please help us to keep this possible. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  St Thomas 231 

St James  376 

The Collect 
Eternal God, give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

First Reading Isaiah 55.1-9 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 

price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 

labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is 

good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; 

listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 

steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a 

leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do 

not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the 

wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return 

to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 



ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

GRADUAL HYMN   St Thomas 220 

     St James 374 

Gospel Reading Luke 13.1-9 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you 

think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse 

sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 

all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of 

Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all 

the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 

all perish just as they did.’  

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 

came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See 

here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I 

find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, 

let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it 

bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” ’  

OFFERTORY HYMN        St Thomas  437 

     St James 445 

COMMUNION HYMN  
As the deer pants for the water 

so my soul longs after you. 

You alone are my heart's desire 

and I long to worship you. 

 

You alone are my strength, my shield, 

to you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart's desire 

and I long to worship you. 

 

I want You more than gold or silver, 

only you can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joy-giver 

and the apple of my eye. 

 

You're my friend and you are my 

brother, 

even though you are a king. 

I love you more than any other, 

so much more than anything.

Prayer after Communion 
Merciful Lord, 

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world,  

the flesh and the devil, 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



FINAL HYMN    St Thomas  158 

     St James 362
 

The Week Ahead & Information 
Today 10.15 bacon butties after St Thomas’ service 

12.30 Holy Baptism of Isabella at St Thomas’ 

 3.30 Evening Prayer (BCP) at St Thomas’ 

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Monday 8.45-10.30 

  ‘Tea, Toast & Tots’ drop-in at St James’ 

Tuesday 10am Eucharist at St James’ 

 9.30-11 Thomas’ Tots in the Church Hall 

 12pm Eat & Meet Lunch at St James’ 

Wednesday 7pm Choir Practise at St James’ 

Thursday a.m. St John’s School Service at St James’ 

10am Eucharist for Lady Day (MU) at St Thomas’ 

2.30 Thursday Friends & Food at St Thomas’ Hall 

6.30pm Lent Group on Zoom 

Friday  170th anniversary of the consecration of St Thomas’ Church 

Saturday 10am Stations of the Cross, followed by coffee & hot cross               

buns at St Thomas’ 

  10-2 ‘The market round the corner’ event  

at St Thomas’ Hall 

Next Sunday – 27th March – 4th Sunday of Lent / Mothering Sunday 

8am Eucharist at St Thomas’   

9.15 Eucharist at St Thomas’  

followed by coffee in the Refectory 

10.45 Eucharist at St James’  

2.30 Mothering Sunday Afternoon Tea at St Thomas’ 

 

 



Lent 
• Lent Group continues (on Zoom) on Thursday at 6.30pm. Please email Fr 

David (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com) for the link.  

• Stations of the Cross will be at St Thomas’ each Saturday morning during 

Lent at 10am. Stay on afterwards for coffee and hot cross buns. 

• Remember to use our parish prayer calendars for daily intentions and 

also the daily readings and reflections from the diocesan booklet. 

Lady Day at St Thomas’  
This falls on Friday 25th but the MU will attend the service at St Thomas’ on 

Thursday, 10am when we will keep Lady Day 24 hours early. All welcome. 

Mothering Sunday Afternoon Tea 
St Thomas’ are offering Afternoon Tea (with fizz!) 2.30-4.30 on 27th March. 

Tickets are available TODAY (£8 per adult, no charge for under 12s). Not 

just for Mothers, or families – all welcome! 

St Thomas’ Spring Coffee Morning  
Saturday 9th April 10-1. Donations of items for gift, chocolate and bottle, 

cake etc. stalls gratefully received in the box at the back of church.  

Entrance £1.50 includes a hot cross bun and cup of coffee. Children free. 

Bacon butties after church 
The next dates for bacon butties after church, to help our Scouts raise funds 

for the World Scout Jamboree, will be 10th April (St James’), 17th April (St 

Thomas’), 15th May (St Thomas’), 22nd May (St James’) 

Churchwarden Vacancies 
During May we hold our annual parish meetings. Each church will have at 

least one Churchwarden vacancy. Please take a flier today to see what being a 

Churchwarden is all about. Perhaps God is calling you to help lead our 

churches… 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

Names of those on the parish prayer lists will also be pinned to the prayer 

boards in each church. 

For your prayers 

For the sick: Ian, Charley, Mandy, Lizzie, Janet, Asia, Danielle, Derek, Jean, 

Rachael, Mike, Mother Mo, Jacqueline, Lily, Mother Enid, Margaret, Philip, 

Genevieve, Marie, Denzil 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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