
Sunday 3rd April 2022 

Fifth Sunday of Lent / Passiontide begins 
Welcome to everyone today in church.  

Welcome, too, to those joining our livestreams via Facebook. 

There’s still time to donate to our collection for Ukraine.  

Please leave your gift in the bowl at the back of church. 

Please take note of our on-going Covid-safety measures: 

* Face-coverings are recommended, but optional  

* Sitting away from others is still suggested 

* Holy Communion is administered, standing, in one kind only 

* Please join us for refreshments, after church, in the Hall 

We want everyone to feel, and to be, safe.  

Please help us to keep this possible. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  St Thomas 368 

St James  418 

The Collect 
Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

First Reading Isaiah 43.16-21 

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters,  

who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they 

cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember 

the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals 

will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the 

wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the 

people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.  

GRADUAL HYMN   St Thomas 55 

     St James 64 



Gospel Reading John 12.1-8 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 

whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a 

pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped 

them* with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 

said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii* and the 

money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, 

but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what 

was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it* so that she might 

keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you 

do not always have me.’  

OFFERTORY HYMN        St Thomas  255 

     St James 84 

COMMUNION HYMN   St Thomas  148 
     St James 304

Prayer after Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 

we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

FINAL HYMN    St Thomas  426 

     St James 439 

 

 

The Week Ahead & Information 
Today Fr David & Fr Andrew are on pilgrimage with others to the Shrine 

of Our Lady of Walsingham 

11.15 Holy Baptism of Connie & Phoebe at St Thomas’ 

3.30 Holy Communion (BCP) at St Thomas’ 
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Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Tuesday 10am Eucharist at St James’ 

 9.30-11 Thomas’ Tots in the Church Hall 

 5.30 Wedding rehearsal at St Thomas’ 

 7pm St James’ PCC in the Hall 

Wednesday 7pm Choir Practise at St James’ 

Thursday 10am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  Please note that there is no Refectory café this week 

12pm Wedding of Lindsay & Kieran at St Thomas 

2pm St James’ Mothers’ Union open meeting - Fire Safety 

2.30pm Prayer Group at St Thomas’ 

6.30pm Lent Group on Zoom 

Saturday 10am Stations of the Cross 

  10-1 St Thomas’ Spring Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

Next Sunday – 10th April – Palm Sunday 

9am Meet at Broadway for blessing of palms and 

procession to church 

9.15 Parade Eucharist at St Thomas’  

followed by bacon butties in the Church Hall 

10.45 Meet at Salem Street for blessing of palms and 

procession to church  

Eucharist at St James’  

11.15 Holy Baptism of George at St Thomas’ 

12.30 Holy Baptism of Otis at St James’ 

5.30 Choir Rehearsal at St James’ 

6.30 The Cross of Christ: A devotion for choir & 

congregation for Passiontide at St James’ 

 

It’s still Lent! 
Please remember to use the parish prayer calendars for daily intentions and 

also the daily readings and reflections from the diocesan booklet. 

 

 



St Thomas’ Spring Coffee Morning  
Saturday 9th April 10-1. Donations of items for gift, chocolate and bottle, 

cake etc. stalls gratefully received in the box at the back of church.  

Entrance £1.50 includes a hot cross bun and cup of coffee. Children free. 

Holy Week 
Please see posters and fliers with details of our Holy Week services. Please 

make these a priority in your diary as the Church enters the most solemn 

week of the year. 

On Easter Day please bring something to make a joyful noise for during the 

service. Easter bonnets encouraged! 

Bacon butties after church 
The next dates for bacon butties after church, to help our Scouts raise funds 

for the World Scout Jamboree, will be 17th April (St James’), 15th May (St 

Thomas’), 22nd May (St James’) 

Can you spare an hour? 
St Thomas’ Church Hall is being used by many groups from the church and 

community. We need an extra volunteer cleaner to help us keep the Hall as 

we would wish it to be found. If you can spare an hour (or a bit more) on a 

Friday morning, please speak to Lin Cutforth (07484 363902). 

Churchwarden & PCC Vacancies 
During May we hold our annual parish meetings. Each church will have at 

least one Churchwarden vacancy and also vacancies on the PCCs. Watch out 

for more information about what these roles entail. Perhaps God is calling 

you to help lead our churches… 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

Names of those on the parish prayer lists will also be pinned to the prayer 

boards in each church. 

For your prayers 

For the sick: Ian, Charley, Mandy, Lizzie, Janet, Asia, Danielle, Derek, Rachael, 

Mike, Mother Mo, Lily, Christian, Baby Theo, Mother Enid, Margaret, Philip, 

Genevieve, Denzil 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 


