
Sunday 2nd January 2022 

The Epiphany 

Welcome, and Happy New Year, to everyone today in church. 

Welcome, too, to those joining our livestreams via Facebook. 

As a result of high Covid infection rates in Rossendale we have 

increased our safety measures: 

Face-coverings in church are mandatory. 

Please choose to sit away from others as far as possible. 

There will be no Offertory procession.  

Holy Communion will administered, standing, in one kind only. 

There will be no refreshments after church for the moment. 

We want everyone to feel, and to be, safe. Please help us to keep 

this possible. 

 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  St Thomas 71 

St James  49 

The Collect 

Creator of the heavens, 

who led the Magi by a star 

to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us, 



that we may find our journey’s end 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 60.1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness 

the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 

over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 

of your dawn.  

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come 

to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be 

carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your 

heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 

brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 

multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 

Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  

GRADUAL HYMN   St Thomas 537 

     St James 46 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2.1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of 

Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 

shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when 



you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road.  

OFFERTORY HYMN        St Thomas  41 

     St James 50 

COMMUNION HYMNS   St Thomas 113, 53 

     St James 48, 278 

Prayer after Communion 
Lord God, 

the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 

discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

FINAL HYMN    St Thomas 394 

     St James 52 

 

The Week Ahead & Information 
Today 3.30pm Holy Communion (BCP) at St Thomas’ 

Tuesday-Friday 

9am Morning Prayer on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Tuesday 10am Eucharist at St James’ 

Wednesday 1.30 Over 50s Social Group in the Refectory 

NB no choir practise until 9th March 

Thursday 10am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  11-1 Refectory Café will not be open 



Friday 9.30 Church cleaning at St Thomas’ 

 

Next Sunday – 9th January – Baptism of Christ 

8am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

9.15 Eucharist at St Thomas’  

10.45 Eucharist at St James’  

St Thomas’ Parish Lunch 
This has been postponed due to Covid safety issues. Tickets can be 

transferred to the new date (when we know when that it is!) or else a refund 

can be obtained from Lin Cutforth. 

 

Dates for 2022 
The Refectory Café will remain closed during January as a result of Covid 

safety measures. The next scheduled opening will be on Thursday 3rd 

February. 

Eat & Meet Lunches will be at St James’, 12pm, on Tuesday 11th & 25th 

January. These will have social distancing in place. 

Thursday Friends & Food will be in St Thomas’ Hall, at 2.30pm, on 

Thursday 27th January. NB The session on 13th January has been cancelled. 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

Names of those on the parish prayer lists will also be pinned to the prayer 

boards in each church. 

 

For your prayers 

For the sick: Ian, Charley, Mandy, Lizzie, Janet, Asia, Danielle, Alan, Jean, 

Rachael, Mike, Mother Enid, Margaret, Philip, Connie, Genevieve, Marie, 

Keith, Terri  

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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