
Sunday 5th December 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to everyone today in church. Welcome, too, to 

those joining our livestreams via our Facebook pages. 

Covid safety measures remail unchanged but the wearing of face-coverings is 

now strongly encouraged in church. We continue to offer hand sanitizer, non-

physical sharing of the Peace, Holy Communion under form of bread, or bread and 

wine. If you are concerned about any aspect of church and being safe, please speak 

to one of the clergy or one of the Church Wardens. 

Please remember that not everyone will want to be physically close to 

others and respect their preferences. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  St Thomas 209 

St James  7 

The Collect 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Malachi 3.1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 

appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 



like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.  

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 

days of old and as in former years.  

 

GRADUAL HYMN   St Thomas 98 

     St James 3 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 3.1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip 

ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around 

the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as 

it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 

shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN        St Thomas  470 (2nd) 

     St James 10 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   St Thomas 328, 535 

     St James 311 

Prayer after Communion 
Father in heaven, 

who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

FINAL HYMN    St Thomas 321 

     St James 408 

 



The Week Ahead & Information 
Today 3.30pm Holy Communion (BCP) at St Thomas’ 

 6.30pm Accrington Deanery Advent Service at St James’  

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Monday 11am Funeral for Alice White at Accrington Crematorium 

Tuesday 10am Eucharist at St James’ 

Wednesday 7pm Choir Practise at St Thomas’ 

Thursday 9am St James’ School worship in church 

10am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  1.30pm St James’ MU Christmas Lunch 

  2.30pm Thursday Friends & Food in St Thomas’ Hall 

Friday 9.30 Church cleaning at St James’ 

 1.30pm Funeral for Ursula Dickinson RIP at St Thomas’ 

Saturday 2pm Wedding at St James’ 

  4pm Christingle Service at St James’ 

Next Sunday – 3rd Sunday of Advent  

8am  Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

9.15am   Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

10.45am  Eucharist at St James’  

12.30pm St James’ Parish Lunch 

Advent Study Group They Sang! 
Thursday, 6.30pm, on Zoom, for an hour. 

Join us for our second session this week. Our course this year is based on 

four songs from the Gospels, sung by Mary, the angels, Simeon and Zechariah. 

If you’d like the Zoom invitation, email Fr David.  

Christmas Cards 
St Thomas’ cards are ready to go! Please help us by delivering so that 

invitations to our Christmas services reach as many as possible. Maggi is 

coordinating deliveries. 

 



Thursday Friends & Food in St Thomas’ Hall 
This final session of the year is our Christmas Special! Join us, or better still, 

invite someone to come along with you. £5 per person, Afternoon Tea, 

songs, games and this week, the Ukulele Band! 

St James’ Parish Lunch 
Tickets are available in church today. £10 per person (children free).  

St Thomas’ Parish Lunch will be on Sunday 9th January for Epiphany. 

Carol Singing 
If you would like to join members of the choir to sing carols at Westbourne 

(14th December) or The Lindens (22nd December), please let Fr David, Fr 

Andrew or Barbara Rogers know. 

Reading & Praying 
We will shortly be preparing rotas for those who read and lead prayers in 

our Sunday services. If you would like to have a go, and be added to the list, 

please let Fr David know.  

Thinking of other 
We are not holding toy services this year but you are still able to donate 

items for children, families, and others, as we prepare for Christmas. Gift 

items, toiletries, and non-perishable, in-date, food items can be left at church 

(in the Hall at St James’, at the back of St Thomas’). We will pass all items on 

to Raft. 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

Names of those on the parish prayer lists will also be pinned to the prayer 

boards in each church. 

For your prayers 

For the sick: Ian, Edna, Charley, Mandy, Lizzie, Janet, Asia, Danielle, Alan, Jean, 

Rachael, Mike, Rita, Mother Enid, Margaret, Philip, Connie, Genevieve, Marie 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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