
Sunday 28th November 2021 

Advent Sunday 
Year C begins 

Welcome to everyone today in church. Welcome, too, to 

those joining our livestreams via our Facebook pages. 

Covid safety measures remail in place: optional face-coverings, hand sanitizer, non-

physical sharing of the Peace, Holy Communion under form of bread, or bread and 

wine. If you are concerned about any aspect of church and being safe, please speak 

to one of the clergy or one of the Church Wardens. 

Please remember that not everyone will want to be physically close to 

others and respect their preferences. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  St Thomas 358 

St James  11  

The Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 33.14-16 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’  

 



GRADUAL HYMN   St Thomas 293 

     St James 393 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 21.25-36 
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 

People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 

for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption 

is drawing near.’  

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 

already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 

the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away.  

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 

Man.’  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN        St Thomas  198  

     St James 6 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   St Thomas 520, 333 

     St James 499, 298 

Prayer after Communion 
O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



FINAL HYMN    St Thomas 457 

     St James 453 

 

 

The Week Ahead & Information 
Today 8am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

11am Holy Baptism of Braxton at St Thomas’ 

  3.30pm Evening Prayer at St Thomas’ 

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Tuesday 10am Eucharist at St James’ 

Wednesday 3.30pm Messy Advent at St John’s School, Stonefold 

 7pm Choir Practise at St James’ 

Thursday 10am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  11-1 Refectory Café open 

Friday 9.30 Church cleaning at St Thomas’ 

Saturday 2pm Wedding at St James’ 

  4pm Christingle Service at St James’ 

Next Sunday – 2nd Sunday of Advent  

9.15am   Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

10.45am  Eucharist at St James’  

3.30pm  Holy Communion (BCP) at St Thomas’ 

4.30pm  Choir Rehearsal at St James’ 

6.30pm  Accrington Deanery Advent Service  

at St James’ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you! 
After a snow start, thank you to everyone who supported St James’ 

Christmas & Craft Fair in any way. Final amount raised is expected today! 

Advent Study Group They Sang! 
Thursday, 6.30pm, on Zoom, for an hour. 

Our course this year is based on four songs from the Gospels, sung by Mary, 

the angels, Simeon and Zechariah. If you’d like the Zoom invitation, email Fr 

David.  

Christmas Cards 
Thank you to those who have already taken cards to deliver in St James’ 

parish. 

St Thomas’ cards will be street-bundled next Sunday. Please help us by 

delivering so that invitations to our Christmas services reach as many as 

possible.  

Thursday Friends & Food in St Thomas’ Hall 
The final session of the year is on Thursday 9th December with a Christmas 

theme. 2.30-4.30pm. Please come along and see what we’re up to and, even 

better, invite someone to come along with you who perhaps spends too 

much time on their own or at home. 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

Names of those on the parish prayer lists will also be pinned to the prayer 

boards in each church. 

For your prayers 

For the sick: Ian, Edna, Charley, Mandy, Lizzie, Janet, Asia, Danielle, Alan, Jean, 

Rachael, Mike, Rita, Mother Enid, Margaret, Philip, Connie, Genevieve, Marie 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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