
Sunday 3rd October 2021 

Harvest Festival 

Welcome to everyone today both in our church buildings and 

those who join us, online, from their homes. 

Our Covid safety measures are still in place: optional face-coverings, hand sanitizer, 

some pews with space in front/behind, non-physical sharing of the Peace, Holy 

Communion under form of bread, or bread and wine. If you are concerned about 

any aspect of church and being safe, please speak to one of the clergy or one of the 

Church Wardens. 

Please remember that not everyone will want to be physically close to 

others and respect their preferences. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  259 Come ye thankful people  

 

The Collect 
Eternal God, 

you crown the year with your goodness 

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 

grant that we may use them to your glory, 

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Joel 2.21-27 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! 

Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are 

green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield.  

O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given 

the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant 

rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing-floors shall be full 

of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the 

years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the 

cutter, my great army, which I sent against you.  



You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your 

God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be 

put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the 

Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be 

put to shame.  

 

GRADUAL HYMN   262  We plough the fields 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 6.25-33 
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 

these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you 

of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What 

will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for 

all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 

these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as well.  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN             261 To thee, O Lord 

COMMUNION HYMNS   264 All things bright & beautiful 

     305 Soul of my Saviour 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Lord of the harvest, 

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation 

and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: 

by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us 

and make us generous and wise stewards 

of the good things we enjoy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

FINAL HYMN    413 Now thank we all our God 



The Week Ahead & Information 
 

Today 12.30pm St James’ Harvest Lunch in the Hall 

3.30pm Holy Communion (BCP) at St Thomas’  

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Tuesday 10am Eucharist at St James’ 

Wednesday 1.30 Over 50s Social Group in St Thomas’ Refectory 

Thursday 9am St James’ School Harvest Festival in church 

10am Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  11-1 St Thomas’ Refectory Café open 

  2pm St James’ MU meeting in the Hall 

Friday 9.30am Church cleaning at St James’ 

Next Sunday – 16th Sunday after Trinity 

8am  Eucharist at St Thomas’  

9.15am   Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

10.45am  Eucharist at St James’  

12.30pm Baptism of Emilia at St Thomas’ 

 

Please note that Fr David is on leave from Monday 4th-Wednesday 13th October. 

 

Thank you 

A huge thanks to everyone who has supported our MacMillan fundraisers 

over the last couple of weeks. St James’ raised £405, St James’ School raised 

£425, St John’s School raise £450 and St Thomas’ amount will be available 

very soon!  

Thank you, also, to everyone who has helped make our Harvest 

Festivals and Lunches so enjoyable. Especially to our church flower 
arrangers who work so tirelessly to beautify our church buildings. 

 



Recruiting now! 
We have been sharing information about Thursday Friends & Food in the 

October magazine, on-line and through our email contact lists. We are 

recruiting volunteers to run this new group and people to attend. See 

magazine and social media for more information, or speak to Fr David, Fr 

Andrew, Lin Cutforth or Shirley Adams.  

Helmshore Scarecrow Trail 
This takes place across the village on the 29th & 30th October. We will be 

opening the Refectory Café over the weekend. Extra bakers, makers and 

volunteers needed! Names and offers (via email/text/note please!) to Fr David 

ASAP! 

St Thomas’ 200 Club 
We are looking for a couple of people to take over running our 200 Club. 

The income generated provides much-needed funds for church and a chance 

for members to win some cash too. Please speak to Fr David if you can help. 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

Names of those on the parish prayer lists will also be pinned to the prayer 

boards in each church. 

 

For your prayers 
For Christians who seek to bring the Gospel of Christ to others in this 

country and beyond 

For all who work for peace throughout the world, especially in places where 

weapons of mass destruction are being manufactured, tested and used 

For our parishes and all who live in them in challenging and harmful 

relationships 

For the sick: Ian, Edna, Charley, Mandy, Lizzie, Janet, Betty, Derek, Asia, 

Graeme, John, Gerald, Julie, John, Danielle, Gladys, Rita, Mother Enid, 

Margaret, Philip, Connie, Genevieve 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 

 

mailto:frdavidstephenson@gmail.com

