
Sunday 9th  May 2021 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to everyone today both in our church buildings and 

those who join us from their homes. 

This morning’s services are both live-streamed on each church’s 

Facebook page. We hope that our dial-in will also work. You should be 

able to listen live, or later, by dialling 01706 599309.  

Some safety reminders now we’re back in church: 

• Please keep face coverings in place over nose and mouth during 

the service 

• The hymns are sung by choir alone  

• Please remain in your places until invited to move by a steward 

• Please don’t wander to chat to friends – sorry 

• Please take service sheets with you at the end 

• Please disperse quickly at the end of the service and please 

don’t congregate outside to chat 

 

The Collect 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Acts 10.44-end  

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 



the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days. 

 

Gospel Reading John 15.9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete.  

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call 
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did 

not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 

ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may 

love one another.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Week Ahead & Information 
Today St Thomas’ APCM follows the service, in church. Please 

remain in your seats! 

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer  on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer  on St James’ Facebook page  

(not Thursday or Saturday) 

Wednesday 12pm Lunch deliveries (see below) 

Thursday 5pm Eucharist for Ascension Day, at St James’ & on-line 

Friday 9.30am Church cleaning at St James 

Saturday 10-1 Christian Aid Pop-up Café & Cake stall,  

St Thomas’ car park 

Next Sunday – 7th Sunday of Easter 

  9.15am  Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

10.45am Eucharist at St James’  

  followed by the Annual Meeting 

 

Annual Meetings 

St Thomas’, today, St James’, next Sunday, following the morning services. 

There are vacancies on both PCCs and for Secretaries and for a 

Churchwarden at St James’. Nomination forms are available at the back of 

church, today. Please consider helping to lead our churches. 

 

Christian Aid Week is this week! As we weren’t able to collect at all 

last year, we hope you will feel able to be even more generous this year. Each 

church will have envelopes for you to place your donation in and return. You 

can also give on-line by visiting www.christianaid.org.uk 

St Thomas’ –There will be a pop-up cafe on the church car park, 10am-

1pm on Saturday 15th May with tea, coffee and juice and cakes to buy and 

take away. Thanks for all offers of baking so far and for volunteers to help. 

Any enquiries to Joanne, joannesmithson@live.co.uk. 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
mailto:joannesmithson@live.co.uk


Doorstep Joy 
We want to help keep people occupied. Please see fliers and articles about 

our new outreach programme. We’re offering to deliver/collect jigsaw 

puzzles and reading books to/from your doorstep. The first point of contact 

is Fr David – 07539 264279 – to get started. Please share this information 

with anyone you think might appreciate it. 

Food for all 
This Wednesday is the first May Lunch. The next is on 26th. Please book with 

Fr Andrew by the previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No 

charge but donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

Our frozen main meals are still available to order. Please let us know of anyone who 

might benefit from a delivery. Suggested donation of £1.50 per meal. 

Pentecost is coming 
Advance warning! Sunday 23rd May is Pentecost. We’re asking everyone to 

wear something red as we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the 

Church’s birthday. Get planning your outfits! 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539 264279) 

For your prayers 
For the upcoming Thy Kingdom Come initiative to spread the news of Jesus 

wide into our communities. 

For all who have been elected into local government this last week. 

In thanksgiving for gradual easing of lockdown restrictions and for all who 

work to vaccinate throughout the world and for all who work in the NHS. 

For those in India where coronavirus cases continue to escalate. 

For our church community and annual meetings; for people to offer to serve 

on our PCCs and as Churchwardens; for the strengthening of bonds between 

our two churches 

For the sick: Ian, Edna, Charley, Mandy, Wynne, Lizzie, Janet, Allister, Betty, 

Derek, Rita, Mary, Mother Enid, Margaret 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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