
Sunday 18th April 2021 

3rdSunday of Easter 

Welcome to everyone today both in our church buildings and 

those who join us from their homes. 

This morning’s services are both live-streamed on St Thomas’ 

Facebook page. We hope that our dial-in will also work. You should be 

able to listen live, or later, by dialling 01706 599309.  

Some safety reminders now we’re back in church: 

• Please keep face coverings in place over nose and mouth during 

the service 

• The hymns are sung by choir alone  

• Please remain in your places until invited to move by a steward 

• Please don’t wander to chat to friends – sorry 

• Please take service sheets with you at the end 

• Please disperse quickly at the end of the service and please 

don’t congregate outside to chat 

 

 

The Collect 

Almighty Father, 

who in your great mercy  

gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: 

give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 



First Reading Acts 3.12-19  

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do 

you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 

power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 

his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence 

of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the 

Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 

and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has 

made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 

through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of 

you.  

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 

rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to 

God so that your sins may be wiped out,  

 

Gospel Reading Luke 24.36b-48 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 

and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, 

and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are 

you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my 

hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost 

does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy 

they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you 

anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 

took it and ate in their presence.  

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened 

their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it 

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 

the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 

are witnesses of these things.  



Prayer after Communion 

Living God, 

your Son made himself known to his disciples 

in the breaking of bread: 

open the eyes of our faith, 

that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 

The Week Ahead & Information 
 

Today  12pm Baptism of Jenson at St James’ 

Monday-Saturday 

9am Morning Prayer  on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer  on St James’ Facebook page  

(not Saturday) 

Wednesday 12pm Lunch deliveries 

Thursday 11am Frozen Meal deliveries 

Next Sunday – 4th Sunday of Easter 

  9.15am  Eucharist at St Thomas’ 

  10.45am Eucharist at St James’ 

Annual Meetings 

St Thomas’, Sunday 9 May, St James’, Sunday 16 May following the 

morning services. There are vacancies on both PCCs and for 

Secretaries. Nomination forms are available at the back of church, 

today. Please keep this date in your diary and consider if you’re able to 

offer some time to help lead our churches. 

Wednesday Lockdown Lunches 

Please book one of our homemade lunches with Fr Andrew by the 

previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No charge but 

donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

 

mailto:andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com


Our frozen main meals are available to order. Please let us know of anyone 

who might benefit from a delivery. The current menu includes: Lasagne, 

Cottage Pie, Chicken Korma & Rice, Tuna Pasta Bake, Macaroni Cheese, 

Chili & Rice 

Church Flowers 

If you would like to make a gift to pay for flowers for a particular 

Sunday – in memory, in thanksgiving, for whatever reason, please sign 

up for your Sunday on the list at the back of each of our churches. You 

can pass your gift to one of the clergy, Julie Goodwin, Marjorie 

Charnley or Elizabeth Smart. 

Prayers 
Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our weekly 

prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539264279) 

For your prayers 

For the Diocese of Blackburn and all who minister here to bring the 

Good News of Christ to their communities 

For the Queen and Royal Family; for all who serve in national and local 

government 

In thanksgiving for gradual easing of lockdown restrictions and for all 

who work to vaccinate throughout the world and for all who work in 
the NHS 

For our church community and for people to offer to serve on our 

PCCs; for the strengthening of bonds between our two churches 

For the sick: Ian, Denzil, Edna, Charley, Rita, Mother Enid, Judith, 

Mandy, Wynne, Lizzie, Margaret, Tom 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall 

in the coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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