
Sunday 14th March 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday 

Welcome to everyone today both in our church buildings and 

those who join us from their homes. 

This morning’s services are live-streamed on our Facebook pages. We 

hope that our dial-in will also work. You should be able to listen live, 

or later, by dialling 01706 599309.  

Some safety reminders now we’re back in church: 

• Please keep face coverings in place over nose and mouth during 

the service 

• Please remain in your places until invited to move by a steward 

• Please don’t wander to chat to friends – sorry 

• Please take service sheets with you at the end 

• Please disperse quickly at the end of the service and please 

don’t congregate outside to chat 

 

The Collect 

God of compassion, 

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living 

that in joy and in sorrow 

we may know the power of your presence to bind together  
and to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 



First Reading Exodus 2.1-10 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 

The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a 

fine baby, she hid him for three months. When she could hide him no 

longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen 

and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the 

bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would 

happen to him.  

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 

attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the 

reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the 

child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of 

the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 

daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to 

nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the 
girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 

‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So 

the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she 

brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She 

named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’  

 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.33-35 

 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 

‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Loving God, 

as a mother feeds her children at the breast 

you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: 

help us who have tasted your goodness 

to grow in grace within the household of faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



The Week Ahead & Information 

Today 

Mothering Sunday Afternoon Teas will be delivered between 1pm and 

4pm this afternoon. Thank you very much to everyone who has helped 

to make this possible. 

Monday - Saturday 

9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on 

Saturday) 

Wednesday 

12pm  Lunch Deliveries see note below 

Thursday  

2.30pm Lent Course – The Psalms – week 4 see note below 

7pm St Thomas’ PCC via Zoom 

Next Sunday (21 March –5thSunday of Lent/Passion Sunday) 

9.15am  Eucharist, St Thomas’ and live on their Facebook page  

10.45am Eucharist, St James’ and live on their Facebook page 

Friday  

9.30am Church cleaning at St James’ & St Thomas’ 

 

Lent Course – The Psalms 

The fourth on-line session is this Thursday afternoon, 2.30-3.30pm, on 

Zoom. Course details have been sent out and the Zoom link is the 

same as last week. Please email Fr David if you need a new one. 

Nation Day of Reflection 

Tuesday 23rd March is designated a National Day of Reflection one year 

on from the beginning of the first national lockdown. We will be 

livestreaming a special service at noon on that day and we hope that 

[some] of our church bells will ring as a reminder to all in our 

communities to pause, to remember and to give thanks for all who 

have helped us get through this global pandemic. 

 



Wednesday Lunches continued 

Please book one of our homemade lunches with Fr Andrew by the 

previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No charge but 

donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

Our frozen main meals are available to order.. Please let us know of anyone 

who might benefit from a delivery. The current menu includes: Cheese & 

Onion Pie, Lasagne, Cottage Pie, Chicken Korma & Rice, Tuna Pasta Bake, 

Macaroni Cheese, Chili & Rice, Winter Stew, Mince & Onion Pie 

Doorstep Joy 

We are delighted to have been successful in a bid for funds to develop 

our outreach work across both parishes. Doorstep Joy will provide a 

jigsaw and reading book exchange scheme for both adults and children. 

At the moment it will a service brought to people’s doors but will 

develop, as restrictions are lifted, to include social events at St Thomas’ 
Hall. We are also working on craft bags of Easter activities for families. 

If you would like to be involved with this new bit of our ministry, 

please speak to Fr David or Fr Andrew. 

Prayers 

Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our 

weekly prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539264279) 

 

For your prayers 
For Mother Church and especially the Cathedral Church of St Mary, 

Blackburn, 

For our Queen and her family. 

For families of all kinds in our parishes and all who show motherly care, 

compassion and love. 

For the sick: Ian, Alan, Denzil, Edna, Charley, Rita, Dorothy, Jim, Matthew, 

Jean, Mary, Mother Enid, Judith, Mandy, Wynne, Mavis, Lizzie 

For all who mourn their own mothers and for those for whom motherhood 

was not possible, or was too short. 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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