
Sunday 7th March 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 

Welcome to everyone today both in our church buildings and 

those who join us from their homes. 

We are delighted to welcome the Bishop of Burnley, Bishop Philip, to 

preside and preach at our services today. Both services are live-

streamed on our Facebook pages. We hope that our dial-in will also 

work. You should be able to listen live, or later, by dialling 01706 

599309.  

Some safety reminders now we’re back in church: 

• Please keep face coverings in place over nose and mouth during 

the service 

• Please remain in your places until invited to move by a stewad 

• Please don’t wander to chat to friends – sorry 

• Please take service sheets with you at the end 

• Please disperse quickly at the end of the service and please 

don’t congregate outside to chat 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 

mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 



First Reading Exodus 20.1-17 

Then God spoke all these words:  

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You 

shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 

the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those 

who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You 

shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the 

Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the 

sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all 

your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you 
shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or 

female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in 

six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 

sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your father and your mother, 

so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 

giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 

shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbour.  

 

Gospel Reading John 2.13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 

the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 

money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he 

drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He 

also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 

tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things 

out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His 

disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will 

consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us 



for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 

But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Merciful Lord, 

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world,  

the flesh and the devil, 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The Week Ahead & Information 

Monday - Saturday 

9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on 

Saturday) 

Tuesday 

2pm St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union Service for Lent in church & live 

on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Wednesday 

12pm  Lunch Deliveries see note below 

Thursday  

2.30pm Lent Course – The Psalms – week 3 see note below 

Friday 

1.40pm Funeral Service for John Holden RIP at Accrington 

Crematorium 

Next Sunday (14 March –4thSunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday) 

9.15am  Eucharist, St Thomas’ and live on their Facebook page  

10.45am Eucharist, St James’ and live on their Facebook page 



Mothering Sunday Afternoon Tea 

As part of our food ministry, we’re offering to deliver homemade 

Afternoon Teas to anyone who’s nominated next Sunday. It doesn’t 

need to be someone who’s a Mother but on the 4th Sunday in Lent 

we’re encouraged to give, or have something which we enjoy. Please 

order by noon on Friday with Fr Andrew or Fr David. £5 donation 

welcome per Tea. 

Lent Course – The Psalms 

The third on-line session is this Thursday afternoon, 2.30-3.30pm, on 

Zoom. Course details have been sent out and the Zoom link is the 

same as last week. Please email Fr David if you need a new one. 

Wednesday Lunches continued 

Please book one of our homemade lunches with Fr Andrew by the 

previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No charge but 

donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 
andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

Our frozen main meals are available to order.. Please let us know of anyone 

who might benefit from a delivery. The current menu includes: Cheese & 

Onion Pie, Lasagne, Cottage Pie, Chicken Korma & Rice, Tuna Pasta Bake, 

Macaroni Cheese, Chili & Rice, Winter Stew, Mince & Onion Pie 

Prayers 

Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our 

weekly prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539264279) 

 

For your prayers 
For churches preparing to re-open their doors for services; for our bishops 

and all who lead and advise in the diocese 

For peace and provision in all the world; for those who work to alleviate 

suffering in places disappeared from news headlines 

For the sick: Ian, Alan, Denzil, Edna, Charley, Rita, Dorothy, Jim, Matthew, 

Jimmy, Jean, Mary, Mother Enid, Judith, Julie, Mandy, Wynne, Mavis, Lizzie 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall in the 

coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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