
St James’, Haslingden 

PARISH BULLETIN  

MARCH 2021 
Welcome to the March edition of our Bulletin. You can read this on 

our website, on Facebook, in hard copy, or by email. However you’re 

reading it, we hope you’ll find something of interest and inspiration. If 

you know someone who might appreciate a copy, please contact Kaye 

Ridings. If you have something you’d like us to include in April’s edition, 

please let Fr David know by Sunday 21 March. 

 

Please remember that our clergy team are always available – at the end of the telephone, text message, 

email or even face-to-face on line. Please don’t worry about getting in touch or just calling for a chat. 

Fr David Stephenson - 07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

Fr Andrew Holmes 01706 231214 - Rev’d Judith Balkwell 01706 223652 - Rev’ d David Allsop  01706 224663 

 
 

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION UPDATE 
We have been able to make the very positive decision to re-open church once again for public 

worship. Guidance and local information about infection rates and the success of the national 

vaccination programme against Coronavirus have all contributed to the PCC making this decision. Let’s 

hope that this will be a one-way street now to full recovery and a return to a full and active life for our 

church family. 

We will be open from Sunday 7th March for the Eucharist at 10.45am. To continue keeping everyone 

safe the same Covid-safety will be in place:  

Face coverings must be worn inside church 

Everyone must use hand sanitizer as they enter and leave the church building 

Everyone must either sign in when they arrive or use the track and trace QR code 

Social distancing will be in operation inside the building 

Holy Communion will be administered in silence and in one kind only 

No singing 

The congregation will need to disperse as quickly as possible at the end of the service 

 

We understand that some people will continue to worship with us from the security of their own 

homes. Our Sunday services will continue to be live-streamed and available on our telephone line. 

 

More information inside the bulletin. 

 

 

 



CLERGY LETTER  
Dear Friends 

As you read my letter we will be in the season 

of Lent 

One of the questions I am usually asked around 

this time of year is, 'What are you giving up for 

Lent?'  I remember first being asked this as a 

young lad, and it's not bad for a youngster to 

learn that you can't always have what you want 

when you want it. I suspect this can lead to the 

kind of belief and expectation we must give up 

something each Lent or, certainly in my case, to 

the guilt of failure a few days in. 

This last year we have given up so much, 

meeting with loved ones and friends, enjoying a 

meal or a coffee out, meeting together in church 

for social events and meals. We have lost so 

much during this coronavirus pandemic. The 
death of over 100,000 people in this country 

alone I imagine will be something that will live 

with many of us for the rest of our lives.  

Our attention this Lent, I believe, should be to 

care for ourselves; self-care is necessary for our 

wellbeing at this time. Simple pleasures in life 

that make us feel a little better, a little treat, a 

bit of chocolate, or the odd glass of wine, in my 

case, can make all the difference right now.  

So, what might our Lenten observance look like 

this year? 

I think the readings read on Ash Wednesday 

were particularly poignant this year. I suspect 

this, and every other year the season of Lent 

involves returning to God in our hearts. 'Be 

reconciled to God.' As the second letter to the 

Corinthians puts it, 

returning to God 

with our whole 

heart, loving God 

and neighbour. 

Though 

challenging, this 

past year has 

taught us so much 

about being 

church, and I 

imagine we still 

have much to 

learn. Part of our 
Diocesan 2026 vision is to create healthy 

churches and transform communities. 2021 might 

be the year when we take stock and examine 

ourselves and what we are doing.  

Our church buildings may have closed 

temporarily, but the church remains open; she 

finds new energy, even perhaps renewed vigour 

with new ways of communicating, new ways of 

prayer and worship, and new and exciting 

engagement in our communities. As I write this 

letter, we have just passed the milestone of 

1,000 lunch deliveries since we started in 

November, and on top of that, 107 frozen meals 

went out this week alone.  

I want to 

suggest that 

we use the 

season of Lent 
as a real time 

of 

discernment 

time to take 

stock, to ask 

why, to look 

at what is 

healthy and 

what is not, 

and what 

might have to die to bring about resurrection. 

This year perhaps more than most, we have 

time and opportunity to examine our hearts and 

pray that God will show us the way with love, 

mercy, and grace as we journey towards that 

great celebration of the resurrection at Easter. 

So, my prayer this Lent is that we look towards 

the things that are good for us. That may be 

taking the sacrament at least spiritually, engaging 

with the Diocesan Lent material, thinking about 

joining in with our lent course (which you can 

join at any time), or joining in our daily prayer 

online. 

I want to encourage us all to do something 

positive this Lent, and I pray for strength to 

keep us growing! 

  

With love and good wishes 

Fr Andrew 

 

   



Lent 2021 

With a little bit of help around 150 Lent books have been delivered across the two parishes and there’s 

an electronic version available on St James’ website (www.stjameshaslingden.com). The Lent book, Read, 

Mark, Learn, has been written and produced by clergy and laity in the Diocese of Blackburn and leads us, 

verse by verse, through the Gospel of Mark, which is set for this year. With a little to read and reflect 

on each day during Lent it can only do you good! If you’ve not yet dipped in, then please have a go! 

Don’t let Lent pass you by … 

We’re also running a Lent Course each Thursday afternoon, 2.30-3.30. It’s 

an on-line meeting on Zoom (details from Fr David) and there are 5 

sessions (25 February, 4, 11, 18, 25 March). It’s not essential to ‘attend’ 

them all so why not get the information and call in one Thursday afternoon. 

This year we’re looking at Psalms – an Old Testament book rich with 

imagery, poetry and interest. The sessions contain a little bit of input and 

listening but mostly small group discussions.  

 

During Lent every Christian is called on to reflect, pray and study. Are you 

going to share it with us? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TELEPHONE 

CHURCH 

This is a new facility for those who don’t use the internet. 

01706 599309 

Call us up and listen to the menu of options. 

Pressing number 1 will connect you to the Sunday morning 

church service. You can listen in live from just before 10 

each Sunday, or listen in your own time. 

You can also select other options to hear readings, hymns an 

prayers. 

Once you’ve made your option, you need to listen to the whole 

recording before the menu comes round again. Or, simply hang 

up, and redial. 

http://www.stjameshaslingden.com/


Lockdown Lunches 

The Lockdown Lunches continue to thrive! We’ve received some really generous feedback and it’s good 

to know that the food sent out each Wednesday is being enjoyed. This has been a real joint effort 

between our two parishes and it simply couldn’t have worked had we not all been able to join and work 

together. We are very grateful to everyone who has supported and helped in any way. Each week we’re 

sending out 80-90 hot (at least when they leave us), homemade lunches.  

We have also begun to develop our offer of frozen meals – homemade and frozen main courses – which 

we also distribute from the kitchen at St James’. Although some of our ‘customers’ have both a hot meal 

and some frozen meals to keep them going, more of the frozen food is being delivered to individuals and 

families who might otherwise struggle. Food poverty is a very real issue in the valley, including in our 

parishes and so it has been really good to work more closely with Raft and the Haslingden Community 

Link to make sure that food is reaching the places where it’s needed most. 

There’s no eligibility for our lunches and meals – we just want to feed people. If you, or someone you 

know, might like more information, or even to place to an order, please contact Fr Andrew who is 

coordinating our bookings. 

With restrictions on our lives set to continue a while longer we’re planning on maintaining our 

deliveries until, at least, the end of April. Our frozen menu usually includes: cottage pie, macaroni 

cheese, lasagne, chicken korma and rice, hotpot, beef chili and rice, cheese and onion pie and even some 

homemade sponge cakes.  

If you, or someone you know, would like a Wednesday lunch, or to know more about our ‘freezer 

menu’, please contact Fr Andrew (07460 899451). 

        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Haslingden Old & New 
Following on from last month’s article from the fantastic memory-filled on-line blog, something to get us ready for 

a Seaside Summer and the part a Haslingden might play in it. 

 

James Maxwell co-designer of Blackpool Tower 

Well, I never knew that! 

Mr. James Maxwell (1838-93) was born and brought up at 

George Street in Haslingden.  He was a well-known 

architect of his day and co-designed the magnificent 

Blackpool Tower. Sadly James died before the Tower was 

finished. 

Born on 14th June 1838, the only child of Thomas Maxwell 

who was a builder, plumber, and glazier and his second wife 

Mary who was the daughter of Henry Holden and his wife, 

Judith.  James Maxwell attended Whalley Grammar School 

before being articled to the architect Thomas Holmes of 

Bury from 1852 until he set up in practice on his own 

account in Bury in December of 1857. 

Maxwell's early works included Bury Baths and offices for 

the Bury Times, both built in 1862.  This was also the year of 

his marriage to Elizabeth Barbara Thornburn, daughter of William Reid Thorburn, congregational 

minister, which took place on 21st May 1862 at the Bethel Congregational Chapel in Bury.  The couple 

had one daughter and three sons, one of whom, Francis William later joined his father's firm.  The years 

after his marriage saw Maxwell's practice prosper; he was placed third in the design competition for 

Rochdale Town Hall in 1864, and shortly 

afterwards took Charles Tuke into employment. 

Later the pair Maxwell and Tuke went into 

partnership. 

If you want to read more then try Maxwell and 

Tuke on Wikipaedia which lists the many iconic 

buildings which Maxwell co-designed.  I am sure 

that the one which will always stand out will the 

Blackpool Tower but also Maxwell was 

responsible for many of our local Haslingden 

buildings including a weaving shed at 

Commercial Mill Paghouse, which was designed 

by them. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maxwell_and_Tuke#James_Maxwell_.281838.E2.80.9393.29
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ooXh3QQ5mhU/VXltuCU7osI/AAAAAAAAOiE/KNeBSSHBTf0/s1600/maxwell.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-7ANCo_DlMDw/VXlwSYFu2yI/AAAAAAAAOiQ/i8Hy9U4F-f8/s1600/blackpol%2Btower.jpg


Puzzle this 

 
Across 

1  The earth is one (6) 

4  ‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)  

7  ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ 

(John 15:1) (4)  

8  The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of 

Jesus’ birth(Luke 2:1) (8)  

9  ‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ 

Jesus’(Philippians 2:5) (8)  

13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp 

under this(Luke 8:16) (3)  

16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)  

17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)  

19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) 

(8) 

24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to 

Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8) 

25 The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow 

ecclesiastical scholar (4)  

26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place 

(Luke 2:1) (6)  

27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6) 

 

 

 

 

Down 

1  Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell 

(Matthew 13:4) (4) 

2  Sexually immoral person whom God will judge 

(Hebrews 13:4) (9)  

3  Gospel leaflet (5)  

4  Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing 

(Mark 9:18) 

5  Tugs (anag.) (4)  

6  To put forth (5)  

10 Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)  

11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 

15:5) (5)  

12 ‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand 

grasping — heel’(Genesis 25:26) (5)  

13 At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at 

Elisha’srequest (2 Kings 6:18) (9)  

14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — 

three times thatyou know me’ (Luke22:34) (4)  

15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)  

18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)  

20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)  

21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)  

22Does (anag.) (4)  

23 The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream 

were this(Genesis 41:19) (4) 



DOORSTEP JOY 

It’s fantastic news that our two churches have 

been successful in a bid for a grant to help 

develop our community and outreach work 

even more across both parishes. Watch out 

for more information about a new 

programme offering a jigsaw and reading 

book/novel exchange. This has been made 

possible by a grant from Population Health 

Management Community Investment Fund of 

just over £1000. As well as offering a jigsaw 

and reading book exchange, we’ll also be 

sending out adult colouring packs to make 

greeting cards for Easter and children and 

family craft packs. Building on the success of 

our Bags of Comfort and Joy at Christmas and the Lockdown Lunches, we hope and pray that 

Doorstep Joy will bring people at home during these uncertain times a bit more joy with different 

activities and interaction. Watch this space! 

Services & Worship in March 
After the third national lockdown it will be a delight to once again feel comfortable in opening our 

church doors and welcoming people inside for services. Our first Sunday back will be 7th March and we 

will welcome Bishop Philip, Bishop of Burnley, to preside and preach at our Eucharist on this day. We 

will continue to share all of our services on-line for those who prefer to still worship with us from 

home but those who feel they’d like to will be able to join us in church. Each Sunday we will return to a 

celebration of the Eucharist at 10.45am. Here are things to remember so that keep everyone safe: 

• Please don’t arrive more than 15 minutes before the service start time 

• Please wear a face-covering at all times in church. The face-covering must cover nose and mouth. 

• Please use hand sanitizer as you enter and leave the building. 

• Please remember to sign in with a Warden or use the track and trace QR code  

• We won’t be able to sing but we will still have music during each service 

• We continue to receive the Holy Communion in one kind only 

• Please disperse from the church, as directed by a steward, at the end of each service. Sadly, it’s 

not sensible to linger and chat. 

We all know that these arrangements are far from ideal but if we are able to maintain them for a little 

longer then in a few more weeks we should be able to begin removing them until we can sing, chat and 

share social time together in a relaxed and safe atmosphere. 

 

Our weekday services continue… 

 

Monday- 9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Saturday 5pm  Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on Saturday) 

 

 

 



The views from our schools 
We have strong connections with our two church schools of St James’ and St John’s. We’re looking forward to 

sharing some art work, reflections and articles from some of our pupils each month. First, from St James’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wonderful Wednesdays 

We have had lots of fun completing 

Wonderful Wednesday learning 

challenges as a family at home and in 

school.  

 

 

Zoom meetings 

Each morning we have met online with 

our class friends and teachers to start 

the day. This has been great to see 

everyone.  

 

By Liyana (Y6) 

Video link from all the staff to our 

school community - 

https://youtu.be/cLfmzLKDDe0 

https://youtu.be/cLfmzLKDDe0


and from St John’s where Class 1 loved learning about Elmer the Elephant by David McKee. 

Elmer reminds us that we are all different and unique, but we are all special.  

We loved reading the Elmer stories, baking Elmer biscuits,  

writing our own stories and making Elmer masks for our own rainbow party! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you! 

May I say again, a very big Thank You to 

the officials and members of St James’ 

Mothers’ Union for their most 

generous gifts (a big box of chocolate 

biscuits, Christmas card and calendar) and 

other literature to the indoor members 

to celebrate Christmas 2020.   

Many many thanks, 

Mrs Madge Tennant 
 

 

Congratulations! 

We’d like to wish Walter Maudsley  

a slightly belated but very  

Happy 80th Birthday! 

We also send our congratulations and very 

best wishes to two couple who have just 

celebrated their  

Diamond Wedding Anniversaries! 

 

Congratulations to  

Pamela & Walter Maudsley 

& 

Alicia & Arnold Wade 

Being a Grandparent 
If you are a Grandparent or know one, you will probably find the following interesting. 

Grandparents are very versatile.  They are babysitters, weather forecasters, Mother’s helpers, knitwear 

suppliers, experts on G-plan furniture and providers of day-care for the under twelves. 

Grandmother, Barbara, babysits her grandson, Conor.  According to her daughter’s rules, Conor is 

allowed 15 minutes on his i-pad watching Peppa Pig and no more.  That only leaves the remaining 6 

hours to fill. 

Every morning, Grandad Edwin takes his blood pressure pills, his statins, his anti-inflammatories, his 

evening primrose oil and his zinc supplement.  He wonders why he ever said no to drugs when he was 

at College.  He feels invincible. 

Since turning 60, Grandma Diane had new teeth, an artificial hip, a plastic knee and surgery to replace 

the lenses in her eyes.  As a young woman, she never liked doctors much but now she is a different 

person.  This is probably because so many bits of her have been replaced. 

Grandparents spend a lot of time in their garden making everything tidy and pretty so they have 

something tidy and pretty to look at while they are doing the gardening. 

Before he retired, Grandad Ted worked at a nuclear power station monitoring the pressure of the 

boilers and the temperature of the zirconium alloy control rods in the reactor core.  Nowadays, he gets 

his 9-year old granddaughter to set the correct aspect ratio on his TV. 

Sylvia Craig 

Crossword Answers 

ACROSS: 1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7, True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13, Bed. 16, Participation. 17, War. 19, Hillside. 

24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26, Census. 27, Arisen.  

DOWN: 1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract. 4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10, Irish. 11, Uriel. 12, Esau’s. 13, Blindness. 

14, Deny. 15, Spew. 18, Awake. 20, Ideas. 21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, Lean. 


