
Sunday 28th February 2021 

Second Sunday of Lent 

Welcome to everyone today – wherever you are! 

This will be the last Sunday on which our church buildings are closed 

for public worship. After consultation the PCCs of both our churches 

have agreed to re-open from Sunday 7th March. Please see more 

information in The Week Ahead & Information. 

Today the Parish Eucharist is at 10am live on St Thomas’ Facebook 

page. 

We hope that our dial-in will also work. You should be able to listen 

live, or later, by dialling 01706 599309.  

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted  

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things that are contrary to their profession, 

and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, 

and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 

And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 

exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 

him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 



and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will 

establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 

God to you and to your offspring after you.  

God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.’  

 

Gospel Reading Mark 8.31-end 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this 

quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 

but on human things.’  

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 

gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 

Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Almighty God, 

you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 

keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 

and inwardly in our souls; 

that we may be defended from all adversities  

which may happen to the body, 

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



The Week Ahead & Information 
Today 

Join us for coffee after the Sunday morning service, 10.45-11.15am on 

Zoom. You just need the email link to join in – if you’ve not received 

one please email Fr David (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com) 

 

Fr David & Fr Mark will be singing Evensong at 4.30pm at St Ambrose, 

Grindleton. You can join in with the service via the St Mary, Gisburn, 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/stmarygisburn  

Monday - Saturday 

9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on 

Saturday) 

Monday 

1.30pm  Funeral service for Jack Brown at St James’ 

Wednesday 

12pm  Lunch Deliveries see note below 

Thursday  

11am St Thomas’ Standing Committee on Zoom 

2.30pm Lent Course – The Psalms – week 2 see note below 

Friday 

9.30-10.30 Church cleaning at St Thomas’ & St James’ 

Next Sunday (7 March –3rdSunday of Lent) 

We welcome the Bishop of Burnley, the Right Rev’d Philip North, to preach 

and preside at our services today. 

9.15am  Eucharist, St Thomas’ and live on their Facebook page  

10.45am Eucharist, St James’ and live on their Facebook page 

Church Re-opening 

It is a great delight to announce that both our churches will re-open 

for public worship from Sunday 7 March. The services will revert 

back to 9.15, St Thomas’, and 10.45, St James’. We continue to ensure 

the safety of everyone by arriving no more than 15 minutes before the 
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service start time, wearing face-coverings, using hand-sanitizer, 

maintaining social distance, not singing, receiving Holy Communion in 

one kind only and dispersing quickly at the end of the service. 

We will continue to share all our services on-line for those who prefer 

to worship with us from home at the moment. 

Lent Course – The Psalms 

The second on-line session is this Thursday afternoon, 2.30-3.30pm, on 

Zoom. Course details have been sent out and the Zoom link is the 

same as last week. Please email Fr David if you need a new one. 

Wednesday Lunches continued 

Please book one of our homemade lunches with Fr Andrew by the 

previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No charge but 

donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

Please note that we are also able to provide frozen main meals to keep you 
going during the rest of the week, for families or individuals. Please let us 

know of anyone who might benefit from a delivery. The current menu 

includes: Cheese & Onion Pie, Lasagne, Cottage Pie, Chicken Korma & Rice, 

Tuna Pasta Bake, Macaroni Cheese, Chili & Rice, Winter Stew 

Prayers 

Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our 

weekly prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539264279) 

For your prayers 

For churches preparing to re-open for public worship and all who 

worship from their homes. 

In thanksgiving for the vaccination programme in this country and 

beyond and for all who work in the NHS and caring professions. 

For residents, staff and families of our parish nursing and care homes. 

For the sick: Ian, Alan, Denzil, Edna, Charley, Rita, Dorothy, Jim, 

Matthew, Jimmy, Jean, Mary, Mother Enid, Judith, Julie, Mandy, Wynne 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall 

in the coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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