
Sunday 21st February 2021 

First Sunday of Lent 

Welcome to everyone today – wherever you are! 

Although our church buildings are temporarily closed for public 

worship, the church is very much open! The decision to close was not 

an easy one to make but we want to protect everyone in our church 

family and help bring an end to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

The Parish Eucharist is at 10am live on St Thomas’ Facebook page. 

You can also dial in to listen live, or later, using our new phone number 

01706 599309.  
There are also hymns and prayers to listen to and these will change 

from week to week. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 

give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 

and, as you know our weakness, 

so may we know your power to save; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Genesis 9.8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am 

establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and 

with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 

animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 

the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 

be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a 

flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant 



that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with 

you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 

shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring 

clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 

remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah, ‘This is the 

sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh 

that is on the earth.’  

 

Gospel Reading Mark 1.9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 

saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;* 

with you I am well pleased.’  

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was 

in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the 

wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  

 

Prayer after Communion 

Lord God, you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven; 

by it you nourish our faith, 

increase our hope, and strengthen our love: 

teach us always to hunger for him who is the true and living bread, 

and enable us to live by every word that proceeds from out of your 

mouth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Week Ahead & Information 
Today (and each Sunday) 

Join us for coffee after the Sunday morning service, 10.45-11.15am on 

Zoom. You just need the email link to join in – if you’ve not received 

one please email Fr David (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com) 

Monday - Saturday 

9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on 

Saturday) 

Tuesday 

2.20pm Funeral service for Raymond Mill RIP at Accrington 

crematorium 

Wednesday 

12pm  Lunch Deliveries see note below 

Thursday  

10.15 Funeral service for Annie Jones RIP at St James’ 

 

Friday 

10.00 Funeral service for Ian Warburton RIP at St James’ 

Next Sunday (28 February –2nd Sunday of Lent) 

10am  Eucharist from St Thomas’ live-streamed on St Thomas’  

  Facebook page & dial-in 

10.45am After church coffee on Zoom 

 

Lent booklets – Read, Mark & Learn 

We have delivered about 140 of these but if you’ve not had one and 

would like one, for daily use during Lent, please see the on-line version 

which is now available on the St James’ website. 

(www.stjameshaslingden.com) 

Lent Course – The Psalms 

The first on-line session is this Thursday afternoon, 2.30-3.30pm, on 

Zoom. Course details have been sent out and booklets will  be with 

those who have asked for them before Thursday.  
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Wednesday Lunches continued 

Please book one of our homemade lunches with Fr Andrew by the 

previous Saturday. Absolutely anyone is eligible. No charge but 

donations of £5 welcome. Fr Andrew – 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451 

Please note that we are also able to provide frozen main meals to keep you 

going during the rest of the week, for families or individuals. Please let us 

know of anyone who might benefit from a delivery. The current menu 

includes: Cheese & Onion Pie, Lasagne, Cottage Pie, Chicken Korma & Rice, 

Tuna Pasta Bake, Macaroni Cheese, Chili & Rice 

Prayers 

Please let Fr David know of anyone who should be included on our 

weekly prayer list. (frdavidstephenson@gmail.com, 07539264279) 

For your prayers 

For Christians seeking to keep a Holy Lent and for God’s whole church 

and all who minister, lay and ordained. 

For peace, freedom and equality throughout the world. 

For all who support neighbours in our community and for the our 

church family that we may remain strong in the faith. 

For the sick: Ian, Alan, Denzil, Edna, Charley, Rita, Dorothy, Jim, 

Matthew, Jimmy, Jean, Mary, Mother Enid, Judith, Julie, Mandy, Wynne 

For all who have died in the past week and all whose anniversaries fall 

in the coming week. Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord. 
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