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The Week of Prayer is co-ordinated 
annually by Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland, but is observed internationally. Each 
year it follows a different theme. This year a 
monastic Community from Grandchamp in 
Switzerland has developed some of the  
material, starting with Jesus’ words in John 
15; “Abide in my love and you shall bear 
much fruit”. Their work can be found in the 
“resources” section on the Churches 
Together website (search “Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity”). In particular they give 
ideas for worship, following a daily pattern of 
silence and reflection drawn from the life of 
the Community. This leaflet gives a summary, 
plus some local subjects for daily prayers. 

The Grandchamp Community currently has 
fifty sisters (nuns) who come from all different 
generations, church traditions, countries and 
continents. In their diversity the sisters are a 
living parable of communion. They remain 
faithful to a life of prayer, life in community, 
and the welcoming of guests. They also 
share the grace of their monastic life with 
visitors who come for a time of retreat, 
silence, healing, or in search of meaning. 

The sisters invite us this week to enter into 
their tradition of prayer and silence, rooted 
in ancient traditions of the Church catholic. 
They write about “Abiding in Christ” in the 
introduction on the website… 

“Abiding in Christ is an inner attitude which 
takes root in us over time. It demands space 
and time to grow. It can be overtaken by the 
struggle for the necessities of life, and it is 
threatened by the distractions, noise, activity 
and the challenges. We live in an age that is 
both troubling and magnificent - often 
dangerous - where we are challenged by 
pandemics, wars, violence, poverty, racism, 
and climate change. Yet as Christians seeking 
reconciliation, justice, and peace, we also 
know the full value of a spiritual life, and carry 
an immense responsibility. We unite to help 
each other create forces of calmness, and to 
be refuges of peace… It is a question of life 
and death…” 

Do search online to find out more. 

Day 1: Monday 18th January  
Genesis 12:1-4 The call of Abraham;  
John 1:35-51 The call of the first disciples 
Pray for those who come into our town from 
outside, perhaps lonely, looking to start a 
new life, or escaping from danger 
somewhere else.  Pray for all the links we 
have with others around the world; 
reminders of the richness of God’s Church.  
Pray too for our response to those who are 
persecuted, hungry, abused, seeking 
asylum, and all who are easily not noticed.  
Pray for all whose faith is practised with great 
courage in the face of danger and fear.   
Local Churches: St James’ C/E Church; The 
Rev’d David Stephenson and the Rev’d 
Andrew Holmes (Vicar and Assistant Curate 
respectively –  also of St Thomas’, Helmshore) 
 
Day 2: Tuesday 19th January  
Ephesians 3:14-21 May Christ dwell in our 
hearts;  
Luke 2:41-52 Mary treasured all these things 
Pray for those who employ or oversee 
others in the workplace; for those whose 
labour is cheapened, or is without dignity or 
respect.   
Local Churches: Bury Road Baptist Church; 
Pastor Leroy Bowtell (who is also Pastor to 
Rosehill Baptist Church in Burnley). 
 
Day 3: Wednesday 20th January  
Colossians 3:12-17 Clothe yourself with 
compassion;  
John 13:1-15; 34-35 Love one another 



Pray for those coping with Covid, and all for 
whom the effects have been devastating; for 
GPs and carers of every variety; midwives, 
community nurses, and mental health 
workers; family and marriage support.  Pray 
for those who make commitments at this 
time to celibacy, marriage or parenthood, 
and those trying to mark important life 
events in especially difficult circumstances. 
Pray for those who are trying to see the 
connections between their experiences and 
the Christian faith.   
Local Churches: The Parish of St Maire (The 
Immaculate Conception RC Church, Bury 
Road); Fr John Broadley, Parish Priest 
 
Day 4: Thursday 21st January  
Romans 8:26-27 The Spirit helps us in our 
weakness: Luke 11:1-4 Lord, teach us to pray 
Pray for a revival in our concerns locally for 
ecumenical prayer, dialogue and action.  
Pray for Dioceses, Deaneries, Circuits, 
Districts or regional structures.  Pray for the 
flourishing of one another, and a fuller 
commitment to living at peace with the world 
all around us.   
Local Churches:  Haslingden Methodist 
Church; The Rev’d Louise Makin (who is also 
minister to Darwen Methodist Church within 
the West Pennine Moors Circuit. Pray too for 
the successful appointment of her successor) 
 
Day 5: Friday 22nd January  
Deuteronomy 30:11-20 The word of God is 
very close to you;  
Matthew 5:1-12 Blessed are you… 

Pray for national and local government: for 
Jake Berry and Sara Britcliffe, our local MPs; 
also for the Mayor and local councillors.  Pray 
for all who work in the public and social 
sectors; for the emergency services; for all 
front-line key workers and all who help to 
support and build up common life. 
Local Churches: St Peter’s C/E Church; The 
Rev’d Stephen Brown (Vicar) 
 
Day 6: Saturday 23rd January   
Genesis 18:1-5 Abraham hosts the angels at 
the Oaks of Mamre;  
Mark 6:30-44 Jesus’ compassion  
Pray for those experiencing or trying to 
understand new ways of being family, 
different from “normal”.  For split families. 
For all whose relationships are under strain.  
Pray that in whatever the circumstances of 
people’s living, they find care for genuine 
intimacy and the nurturing of love.  Pray also 
for the strong common life of our society, 
and for good dialogue and relationships 
between Christian and Muslim neighbours. 
For those who attend the two local Mosques. 
Local Churches:  Helmshore Christian 
Fellowship; Glen Scott (also Pastor at 
Edgeside Baptist Church). The congregation 
meets in St Peter’s Community Centre and 
has links with the Baptist Union 
 
Day 7: Sunday 24th January  
1 Corinth’ns 1:10-13; 3:21-23 Christ divided? 
John 17:20-23 As you and I are one… 
Pray for local schools and colleges, trying to 
cope with online learning and disrupted 

exams. Pray for the values and beliefs we 
teach our young people – both consciously, 
but also by the actual example we set for 
them by the way we live in practice. 
Local Churches: St Thomas’ C/E Church, 
Helmshore; (clergy as at St James’, above)  
Also: The Rev’d Judith Balkwell and The 
Rev’d David Allsop (non-stipendiary priests 
working across all the three C/E Churches in 
Haslingden and Helmshore) 
 
Day 8: Monday 25th January  
The Conversion of St Paul is celebrated today  
Colossians 1:15-20 In him all things hold 
together;  
Mark 4:30-32 As small as a mustard seed 
Pray for our renewed commitment to the 
places and practices in which we ourselves 
find God. For our church attendance (or 
participation online); our reading and 
studying of the Bible. That the words we say 
may become the actions we do. Pray also for 
a desire to learn more about other churches 
– and to appreciate the treasures that God 
gives through other Christian denominations 
and congregations.  
Local Churches: Pray for anyone by name 
whom you long to come closer to Christ; also 
for lapsed Christians. Pray for those we have 
lost from our congregations, or are in danger 
of losing. 
 

A Zoom Service to mark the Week here in 
Lancashire will take place on Saturday 24th 
at 7pm. Meeting ID: 833 1157 7014 and 
Passcode: 831897. You are welcome to join. 


