
St James’, Haslingden 

PARISH BULLETIN  

JANUARY 2021 
This bulletin replaces, during the current pandemic, our usual 

publication which we had hoped to return to by the New Year. 

We’re pleased to be able to share this on-line, as well as in hard 

copy. If you know someone who would like to receive a copy, 

please Kaye Ridings and if you have something you’d like us to 

include in February’s edition, please let Fr David know by  

Sunday 24 January. 

 

Please remember that our clergy team are always available – at the end of the telephone, text message, 

email or even face-to-face on line. Please don’t worry about getting in touch or just calling for a chat. 

Fr David Stephenson 

07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

Fr Andrew Holmes  01706 231214 

Rev’d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652 

Rev’ d David Allsop   01706 224663 
 

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION UPDATE 

We have been able to continue welcoming people to church for services during December. As we go to 

print, just before New Year, Lancashire enters Tier 4. For church, there is no change to restrictions. We 

continue to provide hand sanitizer for everyone to use in church as well and maintaining social 

distancing inside the building. We continue to track and trace and to keep services as short as we can. 

All of our services are live-streamed on our own and St Thomas’ Facebook pages. Sunday service sheets, 

readings and notices are available to download from our website and/or Facebook pages. If you aren’t an 

internet user and would like to have the weekly pew sheet and/or service sheet, then please contact Fr 

David and we will gladly send one to you each week. 

For other services, funerals can take place in church (max. 30 people), as can weddings (max. 15 people) 

and baptisms (as many people as we can safely accommodate). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLERGY LETTER  
Dear Friends 

In the midst of Morning Prayer on a chilly December 

morning I realised that it was the 9th month anniversary of 

our on-line daily services. I appreciate that 9 months isn’t a 

particularly renowned milestone but, with the approach of 

Christmas and plenty of talk of babies being born, 9 months 

did feel significant.  

The New Year, too, is an expectant time. I imagine there 

aren’t many of us wondering and procrastinating about what 

2021 will hold in store for us and the rest of the world. We 

know that the pandemic is nowhere near over, even with 

the help of a significant vaccine programme. Time doesn’t stand still and God certainly doesn’t rest and 

nor does the Church. The Christian journey is a lifelong experience and, over the last, well now almost 

10 months, there has been much comfort taken in daily Bible readings and particularly in those books of 

the Bible where God’s people have been having a tough time. Never once are those people abandoned. 

Never once does God fail to look out for them and to bring about the fulfilling of a plan to restore, heal 

and forgive. It’s a message, of hope, of expectation and of comfort that we must carry with us into 2021.  

I think that the 9 months of focussed prayer, mutual support, 

encouragement and daily services have made a real difference to our 

parish and community. The end of those 9 months saw us packing bags of 

Comfort and Joy for around 70 homes as well as children’s Christmas bags 

for struggling families. It saw our churches buzzing with smiling faces 

behind face coverings, families squeezed into pews, safe in their bubbles, 

using sign language to sing along with Christmas carols and songs. 

Christingles were made, candles were lit, the crib was built and glow 

sticks were waved. The week following Christmas introduced 3 new 

people on our screens leading daily services for our parishes – lay 

leadership at its very best. St Thomas’ was able to breathe a little 

following the amazing generosity poured out in December for our Gift 

day when, in around 2 hours over £7,000 was gifted to help our church 

pay its way. You’ll read elsewhere in this bulletin about the number of people we have delivered 

homemade meals to and we know that during those 9 months around 25 people joined together on-line 

for Bible Study.  

This has made a difference.  

Our intentional prayers have made a difference.  

God has made a difference to our parish and Christian experience.  

We have made a difference. 

 

 



At the beginning of 2021 I feel tremendous excitement and, I hope having read that brief summary, you 

will all feel some excitement too. In a year when we were denied so much and lost so much, when we 

were prevented and held back in many ways, our Christian life, our church life, grew as never before. 

Those 9 months birthed something wonderful for St James’ and I want you to join me in praying 

fervently for that to continue throughout 2021, whatever is flung at us and whatever appears to be 

ready to trip us up. 

With every good wish for the New Year and the whole year,  

my love and prayers, 

Fr David 

 

Lord Jesus, Lord of the dance,  

the first and the last and the living one, 

you have brought us safely to the beginning of another year. 

We thank you for the blessings of the past. 

Renew our courage and strength in the present 

and direct our ways in the future dance of life. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Timely news 
 

Despite the best efforts of wild weather to prevent it, the work on the two stone clock faces was 

completed in late November. Matthew Warburton (Lancashire Clockmakers) was certainly up against 

it but the finished job is spectacular. The photos show a before and after of the opposite faces. 

 

  

 

 

Are you a “Brown”? 
I have been asked for help by a friend (Jonathan Brown) who is tracing his family tree.  Jonathan lives in 

Huddersfield.  He is particularly interested in a Kenneth Brown, born 1939 in Haslingden.  

Kenneth’s parents, William and Beatrice (nee Livesey) were married at St James’ Church, Haslingden in 

1936.  The family lived at various places in Haslingden including 287 Manchester Road, 211 Blackburn 

Road and 14 Queen Anne Street.  

Kenneth had a sister, Irene Patricia (born 1940) and a brother Ian (born 1950). 

Kenneth married Margaret Coupe in1961 at Waterbarn, Orchard Hill Chapel and Ian married Denise 

Binns in 1980 at Hyndburn Registry Office. 

If you have any relevant information, please contact me, Sylvia Craig, at hylt.sylv @btinternet.com. 

 



A deacon’s lot can be a happy one 

Of the more peculiar customs of the Church, there is a tradition that on the Feast of the Epiphany 

(which this year we keep on Sunday 3 January although the day is always 6 January), the deacon 

announces the dates of festivals for the coming year.  

The proclamation of the date of Easter and the other moveable feasts on Epiphany dates from a time when 

calendars were not readily available. It was necessary to make known the date of Easter in advance, 

since many celebrations of the liturgical year depend on its date. The number of Sundays that follow 

Epiphany, the date of Ash Wednesday, and the number of Sundays that follow Pentecost are all 

computed in relation to Easter. 

Although calendars now give the date of Easter and the other feasts in the liturgical year for many years 

in advance, the Epiphany proclamation still has value. It is a reminder of the centrality of the 

resurrection of the Lord in the liturgical year and the importance of the great mysteries of faith which 

are celebrated each year. 

Each year the proper dates for Ash Wednesday, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, Corpus Christi, and the 

First Sunday of Advent are inserted into the text. On the Epiphany of the Lord, after the singing of the 

Gospel, a Deacon or cantor, in keeping with an ancient practice of the Church, announces the moveable 

feasts of the current year. 

For this year, this is what you would/should hear: 

Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), that, as we have rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, so by leave of God's mercy we announce to you also the joy of his Resurrection, 

who is our Saviour. 
On the seventeenth day of February will fall Ash Wednesday, 

and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season. 

On the fourth day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day, 

the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the thirteenth day of May will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the twenty-third day of May, the feast of Pentecost. 

On the sixth day of June, the feast of Corpus Christi. 

On the twenty-eighth day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to whom is honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the kitchen 

As you will probably know, we have been serving 

a Weekly lunch delivered by our fantastic 

volunteer drivers during the last lockdown and 

continuing through December. One of the 

regular comments on the phone has been that 

seeing our drivers and their cheery smiles has 

been a real joy. We could not have done it 

without them. There has also been a small 

organisation team, sticking labels on bags and 

checking each order before it goes to the car 

park, a well-oiled machine comes to mind. 

Early week the 

preparation 

begins, potatoes 

and vegetables 

to peel, 

puddings to 

make, 

provisions to 

purchase. 
Wednesday starts with Morning Prayer; then its 

sleeves rolled up and on with the cooking. 

Inspiration flows, as does our love of kitchen 

equipment – I wish we had one of those £500 

mixers etc. I am grateful to have found in Fr 

David someone who is as excited as I am about 

kitchen gadgets! Planning and cooking with our 

small team has been a privilege, a real pleasure, 

and a lot of fun! 

I am reminded of a quote from a Nigella Lawson 

cookery book: 

The late food writer Laurie Colwin said: 

"No one who cooks, cooks alone. Even at her 

most solitary, a cook in the kitchen is 

surrounded by generations of cooks past, the 

advice and menus of cooks present, the wisdom 

of cookbook writers." 

As you may well imagine cooking for an average 

of 70 each week brings its challenges, a maths 

degree may also help. What is twenty-six times 
three-quarters? you may well hear shouted across 

the kitchen, My head is mashed, may well be the  

answer. I am ever grateful for the mobile phone 

calculator! Getting a recipe is one thing, but then 

multiplying it for our needs is quite another! 

As a child, I remember being taken to Harry 

Ramsden's for fish and chips and marvelling at 

the quantities of food served in a year listed on 

the back of the menu. It's the thousands of 

bottles of tomato ketchup that I remember! 

So here goes! The team have prepared, cooked, 

and delivered:- 

• 490 meals 

• 380 pounds of potatoes 

• 150 pounds of fresh meat 

• 65  pounds of shortcrust pastry 

• 50 pounds of onions ( and a lot of tears!) 

• 100 pounds of Vegetables 

• 120 pints of gravy 

• 65  pints of custard 

• 45 pounds of sponge mixture 

• 24 pounds of jam/treacle  

• 12 pounds of mature cheese 

• 100 pints of milk 

• 25 pints of double cream 

The list goes on! 

Thank you to 

everyone involved 

in helping to 

coordinate this 

project and make 

it happen. I hope 

during the recent 

lockdown and tier 

3, we have 

brought some 

love, comfort, and 

joy out from church into our community. We 

look forward to cooking further culinary delights 

in 2021 and beyond. Who knows? Maybe we can 

share a meal in person before too long.  

I wish you a very blessed, peaceful, and happy 

new year! 

 

Fr Andrew 

         

 

Our Wednesday lunch delivery continues through January. Absolutely 

anyone is eligible. All you need to do is book in with Fr Andrew by 

noon on the previous Saturday. No charge. £5 donations welcome. 

andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com / 07460 899451 

mailto:andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com


A Leap of Faith 
2019 was the 50th anniversary of the moon 

landing.  On Christmas Eve 1968 a message was 

broadcast to Earth from the orbit of the Moon:  

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was 

light”.  The words were spoken by Apollo 

astronaut William Anders, as he and fellow crew 

members recited Genesis, chapter 1 in a 

broadcast watched by a billion people.  The 

moving footage reveals an often-ignored fact that 

the mission was compelled by faith as much as 

science.  

Many of the twelve men to walk on the moon 

were Christian.  Two moonwalkers, Charlie 

Duke and James Irwin went on to devote much 

of the rest of their lives to their faith; another 

returned to Earth convinced of God’s existence 

and a fourth was a Presbyterian minister. 

Buzz Aldrin ensured that one of the first acts on 

the Moon was a spiritual one.  After landing on 

the Moon he took out some bread and wine and 

gave himself Communion.  The Apollo 

programme was so ambitious that it took men of 

faith to see it through.   

Neil Armstrong for example, whose parents 

were devout Christians, defied the odds 

throughout his life.  He flew fighter jets, brushed 

with death as a test pilot, almost died in an early 

space mission and came two fifths of a second 

away from death as he trained for the Moon 

mission.  Later, as the astronauts prepared to 

leave the moon, Aldrin accidentally broke an 

engine circuit breaker, leaving them potentially 

stranded on the lunar surface.  Saying his prayers, 

he stuck a pen in the ignition and the engine 

started.   

On a cold rational reading of the maths and 

probabilities the Apollo Missions should not have 

succeeded.  The Apollo greats who walked on 

the Moon risked their lives to do what no living 

creature had done before.  They did it through 

technological achievement, mathematics and 

complex algorithms.  But the role of faith in 

sustaining their efforts cannot be overlooked. 

Sylvia Craig 

 

 
 



Puzzle this 

 
Across 
1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a — began to crow’ (John 18:27) (4) 

3 Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)  

8 Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)  

9 Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)  

11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)  

14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)  

15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)  

17 Predicted site of the final great battle (Revelation 16:16) (10)  

20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)  

21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4) 

22 For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)  

23 United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (1,1,1,1) 

Down 

1 Favourite church activity: Fellowship round a — — — (3,2,3)  

2 Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)  

4 Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)  

5 Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10) 

6 Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)  

7 Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)  

10 One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known songs, — — King (3,7)  

12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)  

13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)  

16 He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) (6)  

18 British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)  

19 Pans (anag.) (4) 

 



All in the month of January 
It was… 

500 years ago, on 3rd January 1521 that German Protestant reformer Martin Luther was excommunicated from 

the Roman Catholic Church by Pope Leo X after he refused to recant his writings. A few weeks later, on 23rd 

January, the Diet of Worms was called by the Holy Roman Empire and ran until 25th May. This imperial assembly 

culminated in the Edict of the Diet of Worms, which branded Martin Luther as a heretic, and banned his writings. 

150 years ago, on 26th January 1871 that the Rugby Football Union (RFU) was founded in England. 

125 years ago, on 28th January 1896 that Walter Arnold of Kent became the first person in the world to be 

convicted of speeding. The speed limit was 2 mph and a person carrying a red flag had to walk in front of the 

vehicle. But Arnold drove at 8 mph without a flag bearer. He was chased by a policeman on a bicycle, arrested, 

and fined one shilling. 

100 years ago, on 28th January 1921 that the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was installed beneath the Arc de 

Triomphe in Paris. It honours those who died in WWI (and later also WWII) who were never identified. 

80 years ago, on 5th January 1941 that Amy Johnson, pioneering British aviator, drowned in the Thames Estuary, 

aged 37. She had bailed out after her plane ran out of fuel and crashed in adverse weather conditions. 

75 years ago, on 3rd January 1946 that William Joyce (‘Lord Haw Haw’), British fascist politician who broadcast 

Nazi propaganda from Germany during WWII, was hanged for treason. 

70 years ago, on 9th January 1951 that the United Nations moved into its present headquarters in New York City. 

It is a 39-floor building in the Turtle Bay area of Manhattan, overlooking the East River.  

65 years ago, on 27th January 1956, that Elvis Presley’s hit song ‘Heartbreak Hotel’ was released. It topped the US 

charts in April and became his first UK hit in May of that year. 

60 years ago, on 20th January 1961 that John F Kennedy was inaugurated as the 35th President of the United 

States. 

50 years ago, on 25th January 1971 that Idi Amin became President of Uganda after deposing Milton Obote in a 

coup. 

40 years ago, on 20th January 1981, that Ronald Reagan was inaugurated the 40th President of the United States. 

30 years ago, 17th January to 28th February, that the Gulf War’s ‘Operation Desert Storm’ took place. Invading 

Iraqi forces were expelled from Kuwait and the Kuwaiti monarchy was restored. It was a decisive coalition 

victory. 

25 years ago, on 27th January 1996 that the first Holocaust Remembrance Day was observed in Germany. It 

became International Holocaust Day in 2005 when it was adopted by the United Nations. It marks the day (27th 

January 1945) when the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration/death camp was liberated. 

20 years ago, on 20th January 2001, that George W Bush was inaugurated as the 43rd President of the United 

States. 

10 years ago, on 4th January 2011 that Gerry Rafferty, Scottish rock singer and songwriter, died.  Best known for 

his solo hit ‘Baker Street’.  

 

KEEP IN TOUCH! 
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1, Cock. 3, Shackles. 8, Play. 9, Paradise. 11, Faithfully. 14, Enmesh. 15, Unseen. 17, Armageddon. 20, 

Benjamin. 21, Beri. 22, Capitals. 23, USPG.  

DOWN: 1, Cup of tea. 2, Charisma. 4, Heap up. 5, Challenged. 6, Lois. 7, Slew. 10, The Servant. 12, Lewdness. 

13, Unending. 16, Daniel. 18, BBFC. 19, Snap. 

 



The clergy are always available for a chat, for guidance and advice.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact them – they’d be delighted to hear from you! 
Please also feel free to email any ideas, suggestions or pieces to include in the October magazine/bulletin. 

 

Other key contacts are here too. 

Vicar of St James, Haslingden & St Thomas, Musbury 

Fr David Stephenson, 07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Curate 

Fr Andrew Holmes  01706 231214 

 

Associate Priest 

Rev’ d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652 

 

Churchwardens 

Kaye Ridings 01706 216398  Arnold Wade  01706 220496    

Miriam Taylor 07802 513827     Gary Taylor 07546 145357 

 

Treasurer    PCC Secretary 

Julie Davis    01706 212019   Miriam Taylor  01706 222478 

 

Safeguarding 

Emily Westlake      01254 485227 Adrienne Taylor & Kaye Ridings 

       

 

 

 

 

Please remember to like and share our church Facebook pages 

where you can also find all of our on-line service content. 

 

https://facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden/               https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/ 

 

 

Current Service Patterns 
 

Sunday  10.45am Parish Eucharist in church and live on St James’ Facebook page 

 

Monday- 9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

Saturday 5pm  Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on Saturday) 

 

https://facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/

