
Sunday 6 December 2020 

2ndSunday of Advent 
 

Welcome back to those joining us in church today. Please remember that all 

Covid safeguards remain in place. Welcome, too, to all joining us on-line. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath - The Prophets 
God our Father, 

you spoke to the prophets of old 

of a Saviour who would bring peace. 

You helped them to spread the joyful message 

of his coming kingdom. 

Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 

to share with those around us 

the good news of your power and love. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the light who is coming into the world.  

 
The Collect 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

 
First Reading Isaiah 40.1-11 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 

has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  



A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 

level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall 

be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord 

has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people 

are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 

flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people 

are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 

stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, 

do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God 

comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 

recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 

the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 

mother sheep.  

 

Gospel Reading Mark 1.1-8  
 

The beginning of the good news*of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 

written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” ’, John the baptizer 

appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 

proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 

you with water; but he will baptize you with* the Holy Spirit.’  

 

Prayer after Communion 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Week Ahead 
Today  Churchwardens will be admitted to Office at the Eucharist 

12.30pm Burial of Ashes at St Thomas’ 

1pm  Holy Baptism at St Thomas’ 

Monday-Saturday 

9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on 

Saturday) 

Tuesday 

9.30-10.30 St James’ church open for private prayer 

Wednesday 

Lockdown lunches deliveries  

– please see the information below 

Thursday 

9-10am  St Thomas’ open for private prayer 

7pm  St James’ PCC in church 

Friday 

9.30am  St Thomas’ Church cleaning – volunteers welcome 

Saturday 

10-12  St Thomas’ Gift Day – please see the information below 

Next Sunday (13 December – 3rd Sunday in Advent) 

9.15am  Eucharist at St Thomas’ & live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

10.45am Eucharist at St James’ & live on St James’ Facebook page 

4pm  Christingle Service at St James’ & live on Facebook  

6pm  Christingle Service at St Thomas’ & live on Facebook. 

Advent Booklets 
If you haven’t had one, they are some at the back of church. Please take one! 

Christingle  
These will necessarily be different this year – very DIY! Places are limited for 

Covid safety. Places for St Thomas’ service must be booked on-line in 

advance. Information on our Facebook page and A Church Near You. 

 



Lockdown Wednesday Lunches continued 
Our meal deliveries continue through December. Fr Andrew is coordinating 

the project. A voluntary donation of £5 is suggested. Orders must be placed 

with Fr Andrew by noon on the previous Saturday 

(andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com, 07460 899451) 

Raft 
Please remember that we are still collecting for Raft, our local foodbank in 

our churches. If you have items to be collected, please contact Fr David or Fr 

Andrew.  

Knitters 
Thank you to everyone who has been busy knitting stars and angels. We now 

need them! Please hand your finished items to one of the clergy. 

St Thomas’ Gift Day 
We’re working hard to pay our way by the end of 2020. We have been 

awarded a grant of £10,000 and need to raise £2000 ourselves. We’re holding 

a Gift Day on Saturday 12 December, 10-12, for people to bring their gifts as 

we’ve not been able to fundraise this year – no Refectory, coffee mornings, 

lunches or raffles. We’re offering homemade mince pies as a small thank you.  

Bags of Comfort & Joy 
If there’s someone likely to be on their own during the week after Christmas 

Day, please let us know and we’ll deliver one of our special gift bags packed 

with things to keep them going and occupied during the festive period. We 

want to include as many people as possible. We’re very for the many 

donations and contributions already received. 

Lancashire Sings Christmas 
Sadly, we won’t be able to share this in person this year but it’s still going 

ahead on BBC Radio Lancashire. Tune in on Thursday 17 December at 7pm, 

at home, to sing along. A carol sheet will be available to download from the 

website of Radio Lancashire. 

 

 

For your prayers 
Ian, Alan, Brian, Denzil, Alex, Edna Charley, Kathleen, Rita, Dorothy, Jim, 

Matthew, Jean, Mary, Mother Enid 

RIP: George, Spencer Haworth 
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