
Sunday 20 December 2020 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to everyone today – wherever you are! Please remember 

that all Covid safeguards in church remain in place.  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Blessed Virgin Mary 

God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary 

that she was to be the mother of your Son. 

Though Mary was afraid, she responded to your call with joy. 

Help us, whom you call to serve you, 

to share like her in your great work 

of bringing to our world your love and healing. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the light who is coming into the world. 

 

The Collect 

God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of your Son: 

grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 

so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
First Reading 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 

from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See 

now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ 

Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with 

you.’  

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to 

live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 

Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 

ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 

to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 

Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 



prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, 

and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 

great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 

own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people 

Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord 

declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your 

kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 

established for ever.  

 

Gospel Reading Luke 1.26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 

to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 

over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to 

her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, 

the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 

angel departed from her.  

 

Prayer after Communion 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of the promised saviour: 

fill us your servants with your grace, 

that in all things we may embrace your holy will 

and with her rejoice in your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Week Ahead & Information 
Today   

4.30pm  Choir rehearsal at St James’ 

6.30pm 9 Lessons & Carols at St James’. No need to book seats – 

please come and enjoy the traditional carol service with us 

Monday-Thursday 

9am  Morning Prayer live on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

5pm Evening Prayer live on St James’ Facebook page (not on 

Thursday) 

Tuesday 

9.30-10.30am St James’ open for private prayer 

Lockdown lunches deliveries  

– please see the information below 

Wednesday 

Raven Croft Christmas Lunch delivery 

 

Thursday – Christmas Eve 

4pm St James’ Crib Service – only on our Facebook page – no service 

in church 

4pm & 6pm  Crib Service at St Thomas’ (Seats must be booked in advance – 

see information on our Facebook page) 

11.30pm Midnight Mass at both St Thomas’ & St James’ 

Friday – Christmas Day 

10am Christmas Festival Eucharist at both St Thomas’ & St James’ 

Next Sunday (27 December – St John the Evangelist) 

There are no services at either St James’ or St Thomas’ – you can join us at 

9.30am on the St Thomas’ Facebook page for a live service from St John’s, 

Accrington, or join St Peter’s for their Eucharist at 10am. Sunday services in 

church resume on 3rd January.  

St Thomas’ Christmas Quiz 
Hazel has produced a quiz to keep you thinking over the Christmas period. 

They are at the back of church – please take one and one for a neighbour. 

There’s no charge but if you’d like to leave a donation, please place it in the 

silver bowl. 



Lockdown Wednesday Lunches continued 
This Tuesday (note day change) is our final delivery for 2020. We will be 

cooking and delivering Christmas Lunch to over 70 people across our two 

parishes. A huge thank you to all who have supported this outreach in any way 

at all.  

Raft 
Please remember that we are still collecting for Raft, our local foodbank in 

our churches. Items especially needed at the moment include: sugar, adult 

toothbrushes and tinned potatoes. If you have items to be collected, please 

contact Fr David or Fr Andrew.  

St Thomas’ Gift Day 
Thank you, very much, to all who supported the Gift Day. The current total 

is now in excess of £7,000. 

Bags of Comfort & Joy 
Thank you very much for all support given to this outreach project. The bags 

will be delivered to around 70 homes in the coming week.  

Morning Prayer 
Fr David and Fr Andrew are having a week off the live morning services but 

we’re grateful to those who have volunteered to keep them happening. Please 

join them at 9am on the St Thomas’ Facebook page from 26th December – 2nd 

January. Evening Prayer will resume on Monday 4 January. 

 

For your prayers 
Ian, Alan, Brian, Denzil, Alex, Edna Charley, Kathleen, Rita, Dorothy, Jim, 

Matthew, Jean, Mary, Mother Enid, Judith 

RIP: Bernard Martin 

 


