
Sunday 13 December 2020 

2nd Sunday in Advent 

The Eucharist 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen 

 

 The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Advent 2 - The Prophets 

God our Father, 

you gave to Zechariah and Elisabeth in their old age a son called John. 

He grew up strong in spirit, 

prepared the people for the coming of the Lord, 

and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their sins. 

Help us, who have been baptized into Christ, 

to be ready to welcome him into our hearts, 

and to grow strong in faith by the power of the Spirit. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the light who is coming into the world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

A moment of silent reflection. 

All  Most merciful God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned  

in thought, word and deed.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. All Amen. 



The Collect 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  All Amen. 

  

Reading Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 

all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead 

of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They 

shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the 

Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 

up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord.  All Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (1.6-8, 19-28)  

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the 

Messiah.’* And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the 

prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer 

for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one 
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crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah 

said.  

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if 

you are neither the Messiah,* nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize 

with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan where John was baptizing.  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily 

 

The Creed 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Maranatha: 

All Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

At the end 

 Merciful Father,  

All Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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The Peace 

May the God of peace make you completely holy, 

ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All And also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

As this bread was scattered and then gathered and made one, 

so may your Church be gathered into your Kingdom. 

All Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

 Wisdom has built her a house; she has mixed her wine; she has set her table. 

All Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you.   All And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.    All We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 

He is the one foretold by all the prophets, 

whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. 

John the Baptist was his herald and made him known when at last he came. 

In his love Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 

so that when he comes again he may find us watching in prayer, 

our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 

And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your glory, and join in their unending hymn of praise: 

 

All Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 



Great is the mystery of faith: 

       Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 

All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

All  Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

 



Spiritual Communion 

Jesus comes to us wherever we are and we meet with Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 

With those now sharing in the service on-line,  

I say the prayer to make a spiritual communion. 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament, 

I love you above all things and I desire you in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive you now sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually to my soul. 

As though you were already there I embrace you 

and unite myself wholly to you; 

permit not that I should ever be separated from you. Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 

that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

 to be a living sacrifice. 

 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

 to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing … 

All Amen. 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 


