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WELCOME! 
You are very welcome to this special service either in church or on-line. 

Everything you need will be found in this service sheet.  

Covid restrictions this year mean that we are unable to have congregational 

singing. Instead, we have a small, socially-distanced choir, of from our two 

parishes.  

The congregation is asked to stand and sit as directed, or as is comfortable. 

As you leave church this evening there is an opportunity to leave your 

offering either in the plate or by using our contactless device.  

A hearing induction loop is fitted in church. 

Please ask a steward if you need any assistance. 

 

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION 
This service reflects the one held each year at King's College, Cambridge. It 

was first held there on Christmas Eve in 1918, introduced by Eric Milner-

White, the Dean of the College. His experience as an army chaplain had led 

him to believe that more imaginative worship was needed by the Church of 

England. The order of service was adapted from the order created by Benson 

for Truro Cathedral 38 years earlier, which was based on an idea of George 

Walpole, at the time Succentor of Truro Cathedral, and the future Bishop of 

Edinburgh. The first service at King's largely followed Benson's original plan, 

including the Benedictions before each reading, several of which were later 

amalgamated by Milner-White into his Bidding Prayer. 

The service was first broadcast by the BBC in 1928 and, except for 1930, has 

been broadcast every year since. Even throughout the Second World War, 

despite the stained glass having been removed from the Chapel and the lack 

of heating, the broadcasts continued.  

The Nine Lessons, which are the same every year, are read by 

representatives of the church community from the 1611 Authorized King 

James Version of the Bible.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Milner-White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Milner-White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dean_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaplain#Military
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somerset_Walpole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somerset_Walpole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Edinburgh


Please stand as the clergy enter and for the first carol. 

 

CAROL ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY  

 

Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love; 

for that Child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him; but in heaven, 

set at God's right hand on high; 

when like stars his children crowned, 

all in white shall wait around. 

 

Please remain standing. 

THE BIDDING PRAYER 

 

ending with 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 



Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done, 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace:  

Christ give us the joys of everlasting life:  

and unto the fellowship of the citizens above  

may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  

Please sit. 

 

First Lesson  Genesis 3  

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that 

his seed will bruise the serpent’s head 

 

CAROL O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

 

O little town of Bethlehem,  

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  

the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth  

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years  

are met in thee tonight. 

 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to men on earth; 

for Christ is born of Mary; 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond’ring love. 



 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still  

the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us we pray; 

cast out our sin and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Second Lesson Genesis 2  

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations 

of the earth be blessed 

 

ORGAN CHORALE PRELUDE ON IN DULCI JUBILO 

       Johann Michael Bach 

 

 

Third Lesson Isaiah 9  

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour 

 

CAROL IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 

 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, good will to men 

from heaven’s all-gracious King!’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 

 



Still through the cloven skies they come 

 with peaceful wings unfurled; 

and still their heavenly music floats 

o'er all the weary world; 

above its sad and lowly plains 

they bend on hovering wing, 

and ever o'er its Babel-sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 

 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

the world has suffered long; 

beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

two thousand years of wrong; 

and man, at war with man, hears not 

the love song which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

 and hear the angels sing! 

 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

by prophet bards foretold, 

when, with the ever circling years 

comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth, 

its ancient splendours fling, 

and the whole world give back the song, 

which now the angels sing. 

 

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11  

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown 

 

 

CAROL IN THE BLEAK MID-WINTER 

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

 

 

 



Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day, 

A breastful of milk, and a manger full of hay; 

enough for Him, whom angels fall down before, 

the ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 
 

 

Fifth Lesson Luke 1  

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

ORGAN PASTORAL SYMPHONY (MESSIAH) 

               George Frederick Handel 

 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2  

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

 

 

CAROL STILL, STILL, STILL 

 

Still, still, still, let all the world be still, 

for Mary lays her son to rest, 

sings to him softly at her breast, 

still, still, still, let all the world be still. 

 

Sleep, sleep, sleep, my dearest baby, sleep, 

the angels all rejoice and sing, 

heav’n for your delight shall ring, 

sleep, sleep, sleep, my dearest baby, sleep. 

 



Joy, joy, joy, my heart is filled with joy! 

The God of love has left his throne, 

made this humble world his own, 

joy, joy, joy, my heart is filled with joy! 
 

Seventh Lesson  Luke 2  

The Shepherds go to the manger 

 

CAROL WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT 

 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  

all seated on the ground,  

the angel of the Lord came down,  

and glory shone around.  

 

‘Fear not,’ said he, for mighty dread  

had seized their troubled mind,  

‘glad tidings of great joy I bring  

to you and all mankind.  

 

To you, in David's town, this day  

is born of David’s line,  

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;  

and this shall be the sign:  

 

The heavenly babe you there shall find  

to human view displayed,  

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

and in a manger laid.’ 

 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith  

appeared a shining throng  

of angels praising God, who thus  

addressed their joyful song: 

 

‘All glory be to God on high,  

and to the earth be peace;  

goodwill henceforth from heav’n to men 

being and never cease.’ 

 



Eighth Lesson Matthew 2  

The Wise Men are led by a star to Jesus 

 

CAROL WE THREE KINGS 

 

We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again - 

King for ever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign. 

 

Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a deity nigh: 

prayer and praising, all earth raising, 

worship him, God most hight: 

 

Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in a stone-cold tomb: 

 

Glorious now, behold him arise, 

King, and God, and sacrifice! 

Heav’n sings alleluia,  

alleluia the earth replies: 

 

 

Please stand to hear the final Gospel reading. 

 

Ninth Lesson John 1  

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

 

https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-we-three-kings-lyrics#note-18709274
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-we-three-kings-lyrics#note-18709278
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-we-three-kings-lyrics#note-18709278
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-we-three-kings-lyrics#note-18709278
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-we-three-kings-lyrics#note-18709278


The reader says 

 Hear the Holy Gospel according to John. 

All Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

At the end 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

CAROL O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels: 

 

O come, let us adore him;  

O come, let us adore him;  

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

God of God, Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

very God, begotten, not created: 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above; 

Glory to God in the highest: 

 

Please remain standing. 

 

  Let us pray. 

   

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of 

the birth of thy only Son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we 

joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure 

confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one 

God, world without end. Amen. 

  The Lord be with you. 

All  And with thy spirit. 

 

 



May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things 

earthly and heavenly, fill you with the sweetness of inward 

peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be upon you and remain 

with you always. Amen. 

 

CAROL HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

‘Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!’ 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic host proclaim, 

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King. 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come 

offspring of a virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail th'incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emanuel.  

 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

ris’n with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that man no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, 

born to give them second birth.  

 

Organ Voluntary 

 



THE VICAR, CLERGY, CHURCHWARDENS 

& CONGREGATIONS WISH YOU A 

VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS. 

 

 

Our Christmas Services  

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

4pm The Crib Service from St James’ 

on our Facebook page 

 

4pm & 6pm The Crib Service at St Thomas’ 

seats must be reserved in advance 

please see information on our Facebook page 

 

Midnight Mass 

11.30pm at both St James’ & St Thomas’ 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
10am Festival Eucharist 

at both St James’ & St Thomas’ 

 

Sunday 29 December 

no services in church 

but join us on St Thomas’ Facebook page 

 


