
Sunday 22 November 2020 

Sunday next before Advent 

EVENSONG 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips.   And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

O God, make speed to save us.   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord.    The Lord's Name be praised. 

 

PSALM 93 

THE Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel :  

the Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength.  

2 He hath made the round world so sure : that it cannot be moved. 

3 Ever since the world began hath thy seat been prepared : thou art from everlasting.  

4 The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods have lift up their voice : the floods lift up their waves.  

5 The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly :  

but yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is mightier. 

6 Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure : holiness becometh thine house for ever.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 

 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 

 Now these be the last words of David. 

David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of 

Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 2 The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his 

word was in my tongue. 3 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over 

men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 4 And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun 

riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining 

after rain. 5 Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting 

covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he 

make it not to grow. 6 But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, because they 

cannot be taken with hands: 7 but the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and the 

staff of a spear; and they shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place. 

 

OFFICE HYMN 

Christ is the King! O friends, rejoice; 

brothers and sisters, with one voice 

let the world know he is your choice. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

The first Apostles round them drew 

thousands of faithful men and true, 

sharing a faith for ever new 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah  

 

Then magnify the Lord, and raise 

anthems of joy and holy praise 

for Christ's brave saints of ancient days. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

 



O Christian women, Christian men, 

all the world over, seek again 

the way disciples followed then. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

Christ through all ages is the same: 

place the same hope in his great name, 

with the same faith his word proclaim. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

Let love's unconquerable might 

God’s people everywhere unite 

in service to the Lord of light. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

 

MAGNIFICAT 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm : 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :  

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

 

SECOND READING 

Matthew 28:16-20 
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed 

them. 17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 

spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and 

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost: 20 teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; 

Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

CREED, LORD’S PRAYER & LESSER LITANY 

 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born 

of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 

descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 



heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The 

Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you.   And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

COLLECTS 

 

STIR up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing 

forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 

our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 

 

HYMN 

 

Round me falls the night; 

Saviour, be my light; 

through the hours in darkness shrouded 

let me see thy face unclouded; 

let thy glory shine 

in this heart of mine. 

 

 

 



Earthly work is done, 

earthly sounds are none; 

rest in sleep and silence seeking, 

let me hear thee softly speaking; 

in my spirit's ear 

whisper, 'I am near.' 

 

Blessèd, heavenly Light, 

shining through earth's night; 

voice, that oft of love hast told me; 

arms, so strong to clasp and hold me; 

thou thy watch wilt keep, 

Saviour, o'er my sleep. 

 

 

BLESSING 


