Sunday 15 November 2020
2nd Sunday before Advent / 23rd Sunday after Trinity
EVENSONG
O Lord, open thou our lips.
O God, make speed to save us.

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.

The Lord's Name be praised.

PSALM 89:19-37

19 For the Lord is our defence : the Holy One of Israel is our King.
20 Thou spakest sometime in visions unto thy saints, and saidst :
I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.
21 I have found David my servant : with my holy oil have I anointed him.
22 My hand shall hold him fast : and my arm shall strengthen him.
23 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence: the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.
24 I will smite down his foes before his face : and plague them that hate him.
25 My truth also and my mercy shall be with him: and in my Name shall his horn be exalted.
26 I will set his dominion also in the sea : and his right hand in the floods.
27 He shall call me, Thou art my Father : my God, and my strong salvation.
28 And I will make him my first-born : higher than the kings of the earth.
29 My mercy will I keep for him for evermore : and my covenant shall stand fast with him.
30 His seed also will I make to endure for ever : and his throne as the days of heaven.
31 But if his children forsake my law : and walk not in my judgements;
32 If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments :
I will visit their offences with the rod, and their sin with scourges.
33 Nevertheless, my loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him : nor suffer my truth to fail.
34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips : I
have sworn once by my holiness, that I will not fail David.
35 His seed shall endure for ever : and his seat is like as the sun before me.
36 He shall stand fast for evermore as the moon : and as the faithful witness in heaven.
37 But thou hast abhorred and forsaken thine Anointed : and art displeased at him.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
FIRST READING
pleased at him.
1 Kings 1:15-40
15 And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the chamber: and the king was very old; and Abishag
the Shunammite ministered unto the king. 16 And Bath-sheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the
king. And the king said, What wouldest thou? 17 And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by
the LORD thy God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and
he shall sit upon my throne. 18 And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord the king, thou
knowest it not: 19 and he hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the
sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant
hath he not called. 20 And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou
shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it shall
come to pass, when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon shall be
counted offenders.
22 And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in. 23 And they told the
king, saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before the king, he bowed

himself before the king with his face to the ground. 24 And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou
said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? 25 For he is gone down this day,
and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king’s sons, and the
captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say,
God save king Adonijah. 26 But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called. 27 Is this thing done by my lord the king,
and thou hast not shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after
him?
28 Then king David answered and said, Call me Bath-sheba. And she came into the king’s presence,
and stood before the king. 29 And the king sware, and said, As the LORD liveth, that hath redeemed
my soul out of all distress, 30 even as I sware unto thee by the LORD God of Israel, saying, Assuredly
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I
certainly do this day. 31 Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to the
king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.
32 And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada. And they came before the king. 33 The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants
of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to
Gihon: 34 and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and
blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. 35 Then ye shall come up after him, that
he may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and I have appointed him to
be ruler over Israel and over Judah. 36 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and said,
Amen: the LORD God of my lord the king say so too. 37 As the LORD hath been with my lord the
king, even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king
David. 38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the
Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David’s mule,
and brought him to Gihon. 39 And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and
anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king
Solomon. 40 And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with
great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.
OFFICE HYMN
Thy kingdom come! On bended knee
the passing ages pray;
and faithful souls have yearned to see
on earth that kingdom's day.
But the slow watches of the night
not less to God belong;
and for the everlasting right
the silent stars are strong.
And lo, already on the hills
the flags of dawn appear;
gird up your loins, ye prophet souls,
proclaim the day is near:
The day in whose clear-shining light
all wrong shall stand revealed,
when justice shall be throned in might,
and every hurt be healed;
When knowledge, hand in hand with peace,
shall walk the earth abroad:
the day of perfect righteousness,
the promised day of God.

MAGNIFICAT
MY soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm :
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.
SECOND READING
Revelation 1:4-18
4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is,
and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 5 and
from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.
7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.
9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet, 11 saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a
book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and
unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 12 And
I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden
candlesticks; 13 and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with
a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14 His head
and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 and his
feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many
waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged
sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 17 And when I saw him, I fell at his
feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the
last: 18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death.
NUNC DIMITTIS
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

CREED, LORD’S PRAYER & LESSER LITANY
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born
of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

And with thy spirit.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
COLLECTS
O GOD, our refuge and strength, who art the author of all godliness: Be ready, we beseech thee,
to hear the devout prayers of thy Church; and grant that those things which we ask faithfully we
may obtain effectually; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils
and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
PRAYERS
HYMN
Glory to thee, my God, this night
For all the blessings of the light;
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
Beneath thy own almighty wings.

Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,
The ill that I this day have done,
That with the world, myself and thee,
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.
Teach me to live, that I may dread
The grave as little as my bed;
Teach me to die, that so I may
Rise glorious at the aweful day.
O may my soul on thee repose,
And with sweet sleep my eyelids close,
Sleep that may me more vigorous make
To serve my God when I awake.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all creatures here below,
Praise him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

BLESSING

