
St James’, Haslingden 

PARISH BULLETIN  

NOVEMBER 2020 
 

This temporary version of our parish magazine will continue for 

the rest of 2020. We hope that by 2021 we might be able to 

return to a more newsy publication. We’re pleased to be able to 

share this on-line, as well as in hard copy. If you know someone 

who would like to receive a copy, please Kaye Ridings.  

If you have something you’d like us to include in December’s 

edition, please let Fr David know by Sunday 22 November. 

 

Please remember that our clergy team are always available – at the end of the telephone, text message, 

email or even face-to-face on line. Please don’t worry about getting in touch. 

Fr David Stephenson 

07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

Fr Andrew Holmes  01706 231214 

Rev’d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652 

Rev’ d David Allsop   01706 224663 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION UPDATE 

As we are a little late printing the magazine for November, we are able to include the very latest 

information following the announcement by the Prime Minister that we are to enter a second national 

lockdown. 

Church services will continue on-line only – we are not able to allow people to come into church. Our 

daily prayer services will still be at 9am and 5pm each day and we will include Morning Prayer on 

Saturdays too. 

Sunday services will be available each week and we will email orders of service as well as making them 

available on our websites and Facebook pages. Please let us know (Fr David, Fr Andrew, Kaye Ridings) if 

you would like to receive these weekly service, reading and notice sheets through your letterbox if you 

don’t use the internet.  

Funerals can still take place in church with a maximum of 30 people in attendance. Weddings and 

baptisms, for the moment, are unable to take place except for exceptional circumstances. 

The Church is by no means closed – we are still worshipping and praying wherever we are. The closure 

of our church building will not deter our faith! 

Please note that on Remembrance Sunday (8 November) there will be a live service from St James’ at 

10.45am. On the following Sundays there will be one service across our parishes at 10am. 



CLERGY LETTER 
Dear Friends 

One thing gardeners and dog walkers have in 

common is a keen awareness of the changing 

seasons. One difference between them is 

gardeners, while appreciating the benefits of it, 

generally choose not to go out in the pouring 

rain. We can wait for a sunny spell before tackling 

the weeding. What would it be like if the seasons, 

let alone the weather, never changed? There are 

parts of the world where this is largely true and I 

remember the excitement expressed by visitors 

from such a place on encountering our 

changeable climate: ‘Look! Weather!’  

This year 

to me, 

seems to 

have 

moved 

through 

the 

seasons 

very quickly in September we have suddenly 

started to feel the sharpness of autumnal cold, 

and has continued with wind and rain through 

October. So, as we entered the season of 

Autumn, and started to embark on that 

downward slope towards the dark days of winter, 

we have noticed the change! Second guessing the 

weather in this country is almost a national 

pastime and certainly makes for a constant source 

of 

conversation 

because you 

are never 

quite sure 

what is 

coming next.  

As we move 

towards the 

darker days 

of winter, 

we are 

perhaps 

reminded of 

the spiritual 

darkness 

We do a lot 

of Remembering in the month of November. As 

the days shorten and darkness seems to be a 

greater feature than sunshine over our British 

world, we think back and remember. We 

remember Guy Fawkes and his attempt to 

destroy Parliament, in the fun of bonfires and 

fireworks! We also remember those who have 

died and were close to us as family or in 

friendship commemoration of the Departed 

(Sunday November 1st). We remember those 

who have fallen (and are still falling) in war zones, 

with a renewed determination to bring an end to 

death, maiming and mental health problems that 

come from war, with a special Acts of 

Remembrance in our Churches though restricted 

this year due to Covid 19 (Sunday 8th November). 

But added to these remembrances, we also 

remember those we continue to love and care for 

as we prepare for Advent and Christmas – who 

will we send a card to? or prepare a present for? 

so we remember the living as well, the physically 

close and those living away from us, maybe not 

seen for a long time. We treasure our memories 

of people – both the living and those who are no 

longer with us physically. 

November is definitely a time for Remembrance 

in more ways than one! For the past and for the 

future, we determine not to take our family and 

friends for granted, but to treasure them. To 

remember them. As we also ‘gear up’ in many 

different ways, in our Churches to begin the 

season of Advent on the 29th of November (Pre 

Christmas). Let us also remember Jesus in the 

same way, by not taking Him for granted or all 

that He did for us. Take a moment in this month 

of darkness to remember that in December we 

will sing though may be not physically this year, 

but in our hearts of Jesus being the light that 

came into the world to bring us love, forgiveness 

and direct access to God the Father through the 

work of the Holy Spirit. Let’s not take all that or 

Him for granted, and include Jesus in our 

remembrance this month, with gratitude, realising 

that in Him, we have something to treasure too.  

As we prepare for Advent at the end of 

November, we remember that time of 

preparation and waiting. During these past 



months during lock down and the restrictions 

that have been imposed on us and our society, it 

can be quite interesting to watch how people 

wait. We’re having to do more of it now as we 

wait to enter shops safely. You can tell those who 

are quite happy to relax and wait until it’s their 

turn, there are those who keep checking their 

watch, then there are the fidgets and of course 

the ones whose sole focus is their phone! We are 

having to get used to waiting on a whole new 

level as we wait with hope for a vaccine which 

will allow us some degree of normality again. 

That’s the hope. In a world of instant news, 

instant coffee and even instant potato (not 

recommended!) we expect things to move more 

quickly, to be ready when we want There can be 

great joy in waiting, like waiting for the wonderful 

baking that will emerge from the oven. But for 

now, waiting is really hard. Not seeing our family 

and friends, waiting to be able to go out safely 

which can sometimes surround us, and as we 

experience that we may feel at odds with the 

world. 

Fill Your hearts and minds with the promises of 

God rather than continuous worrying about what 

might or might not be, keep your soul calm, your 

heart strong and your faith still alight. It can be so 

easy to be discouraged as we wait. As we wait, I’d 

encourage you to take time to fill up on those 

wonderful promises and find some that are special 

to you.  

 

A prayer for Remembrance:  

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for all those who we have 

loved and see no longer and for the part they played 

in our lives. Thank you for all those we love and care 

for and who are still a part of our lives. Thank you for 

your love and care for us. Please help us in the 

busyness of our lives, but also in the dusk of 

wintertime, to remember with love and gratitude, both 

them and you. Please bless us in our endeavours to 

treasure. Amen. 

With love and best wishes  

Judith  

THANK YOU … 

for your offerings of all kinds at Harvest this year. We were able to deliver a car load of food and 

supplies to RAFT which, we know, will make a great difference to those who receive them.  

We have also been able to send a cheque for £200 to Water Aid, plus Gift Aid claims which will add 

a further £125 making our total gift, £325. Fantastic! 

 

THANKY YOU … 

also the everyone who helped fill a box for the Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child. We 

were able to send off 19 shoe boxes filled with gifts to children who might not receive anything this 

Christmas. When we find out where they ended up, we’ll let you know. 



 

We are continuing to collect for RAFT, our local 
foodbank. With Covid restrictions set to continue 

through the coldest and hardest months of the year 

many families will already be worrying about how 

they’re going to manage.  

Please bring items for the RAFT collection to 

church with you on Sundays. We’ll ask you to leave 

them in one place, all together, where they can then 

be left for 72 hours before we move them and 

deliver them on the RAFT depot in Rawtenstall. 

Alternatively, please contact Fr David or Fr Andrew 

and we will come and collect items from your 

doorstep.  

 

(If you’re not sure what to buy, these items are 

always welcome: long-life milk, breakfast cereals, 

tinned meat and fish, tinned meals such as ravioli 

and bolognaise, instant coffee, tea bags, toiletries 

and nappies, feminine hygiene products, razors) 

If you aren’t able to get to the shops, or make it to 

church, you can make an on-line payment to us (St 
James Haslingden PCC, 01-07-29, 25452282) or go to 

our website (www.stjameshaslingden.com) and click 

on the link on the homepage to go to our online 

giving page. Please reference your payment either 

‘RAFT’ so that we can pass it on. 

                                                                      

Have you bought your Christmas cards yet? Please 

remember that this year we’re encouraging 

everyone to send only religious cards to celebrate 

Christmas.  

Every image of an aspect of the Christmas story 

tells something of the faith we share. It’s an easy 

and obvious way for us to tell others about Jesus 

and about God’s love. It might be an annunciation, 

shepherds, a scene in the stable or the Holy Family 

– it might just be a shining star in the darkened sky 

– but, please, let your Christmas cards show 

something of the most amazing story ever told.  

For those of us who send Christmas cards, this is 

an absolutely vital part of evangelism. If we want 

to make Jesus the centre of our lives, and our faith 

the core of who we are, then we should do 

everything we can to tell the news of Jesus and 

spread his Gospel.  

It far outdoes any robins or Christmas trees. 

Fr David  

http://www.stjameshaslingden.com/


The Annual Meeting 
 

This usually takes place around April each year. It’s an important date – a time when we hear reports 

of what has happened in the church community over the last year. There are legal things to take 

care, including the election of churchwardens and PCC members, people are elected to represent 

our church on the Deanery Synod, we receive the annual accounts and hear reports from the 

wardens on the church building and property. 

 

This year all annual meetings have been delayed and the bishop gave special permission so that they 

could be held at any point up to the end of October. St James’ annual meeting was held after the 

morning service on Sunday 18 October – St Luke’s Day. Most people stayed on after the service for 

the meeting which lasted only about 20 minutes. All of the reports were presented in one booklet so 

that we didn’t need to sit and listen to them all being read out. (If you would like a copy of the 

report booklet, please contact Fr David and one can be delivered, or emailed, to you.)  

Hear are some headlines from the various reports: 

 

• 73 people are on the Electoral Roll (this is down from 77 last year) 

• Friday Church continued through the year with a revised format to cater for all age 

groups. A simple meal had been included at the beginning 

of each session. 

• Sunday School continued to work with young children on 

Sunday mornings  

• An average attendance of 20 had been maintained at 

Men’s Forum throughout the year 

• The Mothers’ Union had met during the year. Viven 

Pinkerton had retired as Enrolling Member after faithful service 

and had been thanked. A variety of events had taken place 

throughout the year  

• The combined church choir sang throughout the year and enjoyed some social time 

together. Some members had challenged themselves to become altos.  

• Connections with our two church schools remained really strong, supported by several 

Foundation Governors from the church community. Clergy are working in school every 

week. 

• The church clock has been repaired by Rossendale Borough Council – it now changes time 

automatically when the clocks change twice a year  

• Once again, the two annual church fairs were our primary source 

of fundraising  

• The fabric of the church building is kept in good repair although 

there are some outstanding areas of maintenance highlighted in 

the 2017 quinquennial inspection for the PCC to consider in the 

coming year 

• The ‘Friends of St James’ continues to operate as an independent 

charity although it is planned to close this down and bring funds 

under the control of the PCC 

 

The Vicar’s report is printed here in full: 

 

Our meeting today – a key event in the life of our 

parish – takes in hand the life of our church 

community in the year 2019-2020. It is only 

looking back over such a year that we can really 

appreciate the massive impact the current global 

pandemic has had at every level of life and 

community. Our reflections on this will be for 

next year when, God-willing, we will have Covid-

19 firmly behind us. It is, though, in looking back 

over the life of our church family last year that we 



can begin to understand why, in this year, we 

continue to be a strong, active, Christ- and 
prayer-focussed centre of this parish. 

Last year, at our Annual Meeting, I gave thanks 

especially to those who volunteered for the many 

aspects of tasks in our parish – an amazing 50-plus 

different jobs and roles. My thanks are as sincere 

this year to all who have given anything of 

themselves in the service of the Church. I must, 

especially thank my priest colleagues, 

churchwardens and PCC members for their 

commitment and ministry. 

This year, again, I want you to know that without 

those people – without you – however small your 

task might be, the kingdom of God could not 

come in this place as we pray it one day will. You 

fulfil a calling from God and in doing what you do 

you share in God’s mission to the world and in 

our ministry in this place. Never – ever – 

underestimate the significance of the least thing 

you do or say in the name of Christ who told us 

something vitally important about greatest and 

least. 

A cursory glance back over the diary for last year 

reminds us just how much we did and achieved to 

the glory of God and for love of God’s people. At 

the current time it seems unthinkable but we 

worshipped, prayed and worked hard for the sake 

of the kingdom. We celebrated St James, our 

patron, with a festival service and lunch, likewise 

at Harvest. We looked outwards into our 

community and the world beyond holding events 
and raising money for Raft, MacMillan, The 

Children’s Society, Water Aid, the Bishop of 

Blackburn’s Harvest Appeal, the Samaritan’s Purse 

Christmas Shoe box appeal and the Church 

Urban Fund. We fed many people throughout the 

year, at our Shrove Tuesday Beetle Drive and a 

whole week of pancakes, our Tuesday Eat & Meet 

which provides such a valued facility for the 

community, at the Sunday teas which followed 

our Sunday Afternoon Church, and at the cafes 

which are such a large attraction at our Christmas 

and Easter Fairs and the Heritage weekends. 

These events, too, saw us welcome hundreds of 

folk into the church building where they were 

welcomed and encouraged including stall holders 

for our craft fair which supplemented our own 

endeavours so well. The Heritage weekend 

enabled us once more to share the story of this 

place and of the many hundreds of people whose 

stories it contains. The Fairs also enabled us to 

raise funds to maintain not only this building but 

to equip us for mission and ministry. We planned 
and prepared for works to preserve the building – 

windows, clock faces, roof, ringing room and we 

made repairs too. We shared the Christian 

message with our sisters and brothers as we went 

walking at Pentecost and shared a picnic with 

other churches and we played our part 

ecumenically in the market and library at the 

Christmas Lights switch on and the Haslingden 

Street Fair and outdoor Sunday morning service 

on Deardengate.  

Our work with families and children remained key 

in our mission and Friday Church offered 

welcome, food, celebration, worship and teaching 

to parish families and Sunday School continued to 

instil in younger children the tenets of the 

Christian faith. Relationships with our church 

schools continued to thrive through the work of 

clergy and foundation governors.  

The PCC joined with friends from St Thomas’ and 

went on an away day where we were able to plan, 

review, share and dream. We were all asked to 

consider God’s generosity to us and our response 

through the Stewardship campaign and to make it 

easier to gift, we introduced contactless and 

electronic giving in church. Our Vision to be a 

healthy and transformative church drove, and 

drives us on. 

This was the year -an ordinary year – in the life of 

our parish and God’s Church and, as I have said, 

this year couldn’t have been as strong as it has 
been, without all that we’ve built up in the past.  

There is more, I am sure, that could have been 

included. There were more visions and ideas than 

we had time, or energy, for. In all that we did, 

though, it was by the inspiration of God’s Holy 

Spirit, it was influenced and moulded by prayer, it 

was offered up in our worship, week by week at 

God’s own altar, surrounded by the saints and 

angels. And if it wasn’t, then it couldn’t have 

happened and wouldn’t have been successful.  

It is my whole-hearted prayer and desire for our 

parish that all we think and do and say may be 

worthy of what God has given each of us in the 

gift of Christ. It is my hope that as we plan and 

execute our work in the months to come we will 

attempt nothing without first committing it to 

God in prayer, offering it in worship and knowing 

the courage to tread where we have not yet 

trodden for it is in those places that we will find 

Jesus and he will find us. 

 



As you’ve seen, one of the legal aspects of the Annual 

Meeting is the election of Churchwardens to serve for the 
coming year. Canon E1.4 states: The churchwardens when 

admitted are officers of the Ordinary [i.e. the Bishop].  They 

shall discharge such duties as are by law and custom assigned 

to them; they shall be foremost in representing the laity and co-

operating with the incumbent; they shall use their best 

endeavours by example and precept to encourage the 

parishioners in the practice of true religion and to 

promote unity and peace among them.  They shall also 

maintain order and decency in the church and churchyard, 

especially during the time of divine service.”  

 

St James’ has, historically, had four serving wardens and, 

amongst others, Roy Pinkerton has fulfilled the duties of 

one of them. More than this, Roy has, since 1979, served 

the church in several key roles – as Treasurer, Chair of 

Governors, and on the PCC. His term of Office as warden 

is almost 30 years. Roy’s knowledge of the church building, 

the people, the state of finances, the intricacies of church 

management are second to none. He has seen the church 

through vacancies, changes in clergy and the many 

challenges that St James’ has faced. St James’, its people, its 

clergy, and the Church of God, has been well-served by 

him.  

This year, Roy has decided that the time has come for him 

to retire and has not sought re-election as Churchwarden. 

Although we are all very sorry that Roy won’t be helping to lead us in this official and vital role, we all 

appreciate that he has more than done his share. We are so very grateful to Roy and will be ever-

thankful for his wisdom, guidance, expertise and care for all that the Church is in its buildings and its 

people. We will have a proper thank you for Roy at church when we’re all back together. It is a great 

joy the a meeting of parishioners voted to appoint Roy as Churchwarden Emeritus for the rest of his 
life. We are honoured to have him in this role.  

 

In-coming wardens include one or two new faces to the role – but more of that next month! 

 

For now, we say, Roy – thank you! 

 

 

BULLETIN/MAGAZINE 2021 

From January we hope to be able to return to 
our usual format for the Parish Magazine.  You 

may have noticed from the quality and colour in 

this copy that we have been able to upgrade our 

reprographics equipment. This should make 

printing the magazine and other publications 

much easier and less labour-intensive.  

From January, the price of the magazine will be 

£1.00 per copy. There are usually 10 copies each 

year. We would LOVE you to SUBSCRIBE to 

our magazine for the whole of 2021. You will be 

able to collect your copy in church or have it 

posted to you. If you have been reading the 
lockdown bulletin, then perhaps you’d like to now 

subscribe to our regular magazine which will 

replace it. 

 

For 10 copies each year the cost is … £10! 

If you would like each copy posted to you, then 

the cost is just £17. 

 

You can contact Kaye Ridings or Fr David to 

update or begin your subscription. 



Poetry Please! 
Fr David writes … 

 
Last year, Rev’d Gerald Higham celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood 

with a special service, led by Bishop Philip, at St Thomas’. As I stood at the back of church afterwards 

saying goodbye to folk and directing them towards the party in the Church Hall, I was approached by 

a couple. They greeted me with broad, knowing smiles although, I had to admit to them, I had no 

idea who they were. A comment made in a broad North-East accent helped me to recognise them as 

Jane and Jim Taylor. Many years ago, in my days in primary school in rural Lincolnshire, Jane had 

taught me in the juniors and had played a part in my musical development. Her husband, Jim, had 

been headteacher at a neighbouring village’s school and was a familiar to us at Kirkby -on-Bain CE 

Primary. Little did I know that the Taylors had moved to Helmshore some years ago and their eldest 

son, Matthew, with whom I had been prepared for Confirmation, is now principal bassoon in a 

Brazilian Symphony Orchestra.  

 

There has been much catching-up over the last year with Jane and Jim and I have discovered that Jim 

has been writing poetry for a number of years and running a weekly writers’ workshop in Bury. Ithas 

been such a joy for me to get to know them again knowing, as they do, my family, my background 

and my own story. Jim has kindly volunteered some of his work for our church magazines and so 

here is an example of his work. 

Close Encounters 

 

Open the curtains 

and there it is 

our own Ayers Rock 

dominating the blue 

cloudless morning. 

 

Straight out of the oven 

perfectly shaped and sunlit 

like a baker's brown bread loaf, 

this ancient Pennine hill, 

 

the empty, inviting plateau 

full of mystery, aching 

to be climbed. 

 

No plot after plot 

of suburban gardens 

or rooms with no view. 

 
From any point 

in the village the hill 

watches over the 

landscape, 

this morning 

after a hard frost 

there is icing on the cake. 

 

 



                                            

 

 

 

Haslingden & helmshore Churches Together 

CHRISTMAS ANGELS AND STARS 

                                                              

Calling all knitters to “GET YOUR KNIT ON!” 

Knitting has been around for centuries and can be done by all ages.  

These angels and stars can be made at little cost and adapted easily  

to create unique knitted messengers. 

The aim is to share Gods love  

and bless the community with the Christmas Message 

So … can you knit an Angel or a star 

or more than one?! 

Attach a tag to each knitten item with a Christmas message 

Leave them for others to find 

For information and patterns please contact  

Rev’d  Judith Balkwell - judithbalkwell@hotmail.co.uk  

Fr Andrew Holmes - andrewinhaslingden@gmail.com 

The angels are to be ready for launch by the 15th of December 2020 



Is it fair? 
 

This year, it’s not, as there can be no Christmas and Craft Fair at St James’. 
 

Over the last couple of years, the fair has 

become bigger through the addition of the 

craft stalls upstairs in the gallery. The café has 

been incredibly busy and the whole 

atmosphere one of friendliness and festive 

anticipation and excitement. Father Christmas, 
in his Christmas Grotto has been busy listening 

to the what our younger visitors would like for 

Christmas.  

 

We will all miss catching up with friends, taking 

a punt on the tombola and trying to guess 

where the buried treasure is hidden. We 

won’t be able to enjoy the homemade potato 

pie for lunch nor will we be able to find a 

bargain on the bric-a-brac stall or a gift on the 

jewellery stall, nor those lovely homemade 

cakes on the MU stall. Imagine there being no 

Christmas raffle! 

 

As well as missing all the social and fun aspect of the Fair, we will really miss the funds that it raises. 

In 2019 the Christmas and Craft Fair generated a staggering £2825 which helped us to pay our bills – 

running costs, expenses of ministry, and outreach into the community. It helped us provide books 

telling the Christmas story to every child who came to the Crib Service. It helped us support people 

in need. It helped us keep the church warm. It helped us provide Afternoon Tea for our indoor 

members after Sunday Afternoon Church. 

 

If you would have come this year, perhaps you could consider gifting the amount you would have 

spent even though you’ve not been able to share in all the fun of the fair. There’s no way for us to 

recoup the lost income from our fundraising except for relying on the continued generosity of all 

who support the work of the Church.  

 

Please will you consider an extra folded note in your weekly giving envelope, or a one-off gift on-line?  

 

Thank you, in advance, for your support and generosity. 

 

Remembrance Sunday 
8th November 2020 

Parish Eucharist with Act of 

Remembrance 
10.45am on-line only on our Facebook page 

 

 



SNIPPETS OF NEWS 
Zoom Zoom Zoom! 

The pandemic is leaving a “lasting digital legacy”, 

and changing the UK’s internet habits and 

behaviour “indelibly”.  So says a recent Ofcom 

study.  Since March we have broken the four-

hour barrier, which means that, on average, we 

spend more than a quarter of our waking hours 

each day online. That is up from an average of 

three hours and 29 minutes this time last year. 

Zoom has soared in popularity. Last December it 

reached 498,00 people in the UK; by April this 

had soared to 13million in the UK. TikTok, 

which lets users share short videos set to pop 

music, had 5.4 million UK users in January; by 

April it had 12.9million users.  

In February, 35 per cent of UK adults made a 

video call once a week. By April that had soared 

to 71 per cent. The largest increase has been 

among the over-65s, with now 61 per cent of 

them making weekly video calls.   

Older people favour Zoom, in order to ‘visit’ 

their relatives and friends; while many teenagers 

have become addicted to TikTok and endless 

videos. 

 

Social lifeline to older people 
It is not a surprise that older people are 

demonstrably happier when they can stay in 

touch with friends and family. Now recent 

research by University College London (UCL) 

has found that people over 50 who use the 

internet for communicating with loved ones, 

have better mental health. But they tend to feel 

worse when they use the internet for 

information, such as job-hunting. 

As one researcher said, the internet “does 

provide some substitute for face-to face  

communication, and does have a positive impact 

on mental health.” 

 

Diamonds are for lockdown… 
Here’s an unexpected outcome of Covid-19: it 

has inspired more of us to get engaged. 

Engagement rings sales have risen this year, in 

some firms by up to 73 per cent, a survey of 

various jewellery firms has discovered.  When, at 

the beginning of lockdown, Dr Jenny Harries, the 

deputy chief medical officer, suggested that 

couples could get round the coming isolation by 

moving in together, it seems that many listened 

to her.  They decided to give it a go and ‘test the 

strength of their relationship.’   

“A lot of people have now resolved to go ahead 

and tie the knot,” said one jeweller. “Perhaps 

they are thinking: ‘life’s too short, let’s go for it’.” 

Another jeweller said: “Maybe if you can make it 

through lockdown together, you can make it 

through anything.”    

 

How is your  

Christmas shopping going? 
It seems that many of us started as early as 

September this year, aiming to spread our costs 

during the financial stress of the pandemic.  As 

for amounts we intend to spend? According to 

research carried out by American Express, more 

than 25 per cent of us will spend less than we did 

last year, 60 per cent of us will spend the same 

as last year, 12 per cent of us will spend more 

than last year, and three per cent of us have not 

thought about it. 

Meanwhile, other research from 

MoneySuperMarket predicts that our overall 

average Yuletide spending will be down from 

£582 last year to £512 this year. 

 

Where do you store  

your various food items? 
Where do you put your parsnips and eggs, and 

what about the potatoes and onions?  The 

correct answers, according to new government 

guidelines, are that the first two below in your 

fridge and the second two belong in your 

cupboard. 

More guidance on storing food safely can now be 

found on Wrap, the Government’s food waste 

watchdog. The aim is to stop households 

throwing so much food away. 

And so Wrap.org.uk offers advice on storing 

everything from aubergines to onions, bananas to 

cheese, fizzy drinks to wine. It could be a good 

refresher course for many of us, and a lifeline for 

younger people trying to get the most out of 

their weekly shop. 



 

KEEP IN TOUCH! 
 

The clergy are always available for a chat, for guidance and advice.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact them – they’d be delighted to hear from you! 

Please also feel free to email any ideas, suggestions or pieces to include in the  October magazine/bulletin. 

 

Other key contacts are here too. 

Vicar of St James, Haslingden & St Thomas, Musbury 

Fr David Stephenson, 07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

 

Assistant Curate 

Fr Andrew Holmes  01706 231214 

 

Associate Priests 

Rev’ d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652   Rev’ d David Allsop  01706 224663 

 

Churchwardens 

Kaye Ridings 01706 216398  Arnold Wade  01706 220496   Miriam Taylor 07802 513827 

 

Treasurer    PCC Secretary 

Julie Davis    01706 212019   Miriam Taylor  01706 222478 

 

Safeguarding 

Ann Burton      01706 227137  Adrienne Taylor & Kaye Ridings 

       

 

 

 

 

Please remember to like and share our church Facebook pages 

where you can also find all of our on-line service content. 

 

https://facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden/               https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/

