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We’re continuing with this adapted version of our magazine whilst we are still restricted in many 

aspects of church and community life. We’re pleased to be able to share this on-line, as well as in hard 

copy. If you know someone who would like to receive a copy, please contact us. If you have something 

you’d like us to include in October’s edition, please let Fr David know by Sunday 20 September. 

Please remember that our clergy team are always available – at the end of the telephone, text message, 

email or even face-to-face on line. Please don’t worry about getting in touch. 

Fr David Stephenson 

07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

Rev’d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652 

Rev’ d David Allsop   01706 224663 

Andrew Holmes  01706 231214 

 

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION UPDATE 

We have been holding public services in church since the beginning of July and it feels as though we’re 

getting used to a new, and hopefully temporary, way of doing things. 

Public services continue with one Sunday service at 10.45am which is also shared, live, on our Facebook 

page (www.facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden). We can accommodate approximately 40 people in 

church, depending on whether people need to sit alone or can sit with others from their bubbles. We 

have plenty of hand sanitizer to use as people enter and leave church, single-use service sheets, 

distanced Holy Communion, mandatory use of face-coverings and a request for people to leave the 

building as soon as the service is over.  

Baptisms, weddings and funerals can all take place in church with a maximum of 30 people in attendance, 

as well as use of face-coverings and social distancing. 

We are very much looking forward to a time when we will be able to loiter for longer, share 

refreshments and social time together in church but, for the moment, it’s just good to be in church, 

praying, worshipping and receiving Communion together. 

There are no plans, as we go to print, for resuming social or fundraising events. This will have an impact 

on Harvest Festival (Sunday 4 October) and Remembrance Sunday (8 November) if restrictions aren’t 

eased. We are also beginning to plan for remote and on-line Christmas events and services. We’ll keep 

you all posted! 

 

 

mailto:frdavidstephenson@gmail.com


CLERGY LETTER 
Dear Friends 

As I begin my ministry here in Haslingden & 

Helmshore, what are my ambitions?  

I remember discussing my proposed change of 

career with a colleague and trying to explain my 

vocation. The response I got was 'going back to 

school in your fifties, that won't be easy.' I knew 

that this would be a challenge, and there were 

times as the essays built up when I doubted 

myself. I now find myself opting for further study 

to a BA degree in Theology, Mission and Ministry 

- who would 

have thought 

it? 

My ambition 

was to finally, 

after many years, answer the call of God, and 

there would inevitably be changes to family life, I 

will always be grateful to my family for their 

support. My vocation was put to the test through 

what’s called the discernment process and then 

before the Bishop's advisory panel. Conveying to 

others my innermost thoughts, I found 

extraordinary and exhausting at the same time. I 

remember praying that God would give me 

wisdom, to keep opening the right doors for me 

and that I would have the strength to follow 

God's will for me. Well, here I am, several years 

later, licensed by Bishop Julian to serve in 

Haslingden and Helmshore, not quite the start as 

a deacon I had imagined, nevertheless, good to be 

here, I hope to be ordained this month! 

I have many goals and dreams. For many years I 

have worked in management. I believe my gifts 

and skills, where I have been privileged to be 

involved in people's joys and sorrows, have 

helped shape me into the person I am today. 

During training, I have found much joy and 

satisfaction feeling at peace for the first time in 

years. One of the highlights was my chaplaincy 

placement at the Royal Lancaster Infirmary.  I was 

assigned to the children's ward, on the face of it a 

tough gig. No one wants to have their child in 

hospital. The response I found was surprising. It 

was the ward manager who made my first cup of 

tea! Chaplaincy is valued in these wards. I was 

asked one day to speak to a young teenager after 

an attempted suicide, frightened and unprepared 

didn't come close to how I felt, but the 

conversation will always stay with me. In many 

ways, I should not be surprised that God gave me 

the words when I needed them most. This time 

gave me a real opportunity to meet and talk to 

people mainly from a non- church background. 

The meeting with the rest of the team after the 

monthly Eucharist touched 

me deeply as we reflected 

on our experiences and 

offered them in prayer. I 

would like to see more 

interaction between 

churches and local hospital chaplains. Maybe we 

could invite one to speak to us? 

Over time I have come to understand ambition is 

not always in itself good or bad; ambition can be 

described as 'a strong desire to do or achieve 

something' usually requiring hard work. I suspect 

our Godly ambition comes down to the 

motivation in our hearts. Is the goal about me and 

my success? It is easy for it to be self-seeking. I am 

incredibly lucky that I could spend time away 

from work and offer it in service during my 

training. 

St Paul, it could be said, was one of the most 

ambitious people in the Bible. In his letter to the 

Romans, Paul says he was ambitious to preach the 

gospel; he was called to serve God in this way. In 

his letter to the Philippians, he goes on to warn 

about preachers who have selfish ambitions. The 

real aim of preaching the gospel is to make the 

name of Jesus known. In my new role, this is a 

privileged position where I have the opportunity 

of spending time in the community doing just that. 

So, my ambitions as a curate are to continue to 

learn and journey through my formation by daily 

prayer, service, and study. I want to continue to 

grow as a minister and as a disciple, living the 

gospel. I want to be a part of the community, 



helping those in need and the vulnerable, being 

part of people's lives at the happiest and saddest 

times. I want to get stuck in and work alongside 

you to build and grow, joining in with God's 

exciting plan for us all. 

I am looking forward to working with our local 

schools as they this month. This is a part of 

ministry I was able to enjoy before lockdown in 

my placement situations. I am excited at the 

opportunity to be part of the governing body of 

one of our church schools. One of my ambitions 

here is to be involved with our young people, 

looking at ways the church can engage with them, 

growing the next generation. 

The pandemic has had a devastating effect on so 

many, and my heart goes out to the thousands 

who have lost their lives and their families. People 

have lost so much, jobs, security as well as life.  

I would like to see a church engaged passionately 

with the community, fighting for equality and 

justice, responding to local needs. We have 

learned a great deal of how to be church during 

this time when we could not meet in our 

buildings. I, like many of you, miss live music, 

singing together, the chats over a cup of coffee. I 

miss the social activities, having a shared meal, 

and a good time in fellowship. To many people's 

amazement, I have had some of the best parties 

around church! I look forward to a renewed 

vision when we can open our halls and 

community spaces. My ambition is that when the 

new normal, whatever that is, emerges, we can be 

a church family who does all of these things 

together again. During lockdown, we have 

reached people who 

wish to reconnect, test 

the water, or simply to 

look for comfort and 

support at home. In a 

time where religious 

broadcasts were few, 

churches have brought Christianity back into 

people’s living rooms. I would like to see us use 

our new-found skills, which are both exciting and 

challenging, not just going back to the way we 

were as we look to the future, how can we 

engage with our viewers, our new online 

congregation. We are often told the church is in 

decline, well the old saying 'if you always do the 

same thing you will get the same result' comes to 

mind. As uncomfortable as it is, some things may 

have to change. 

We will emerge from this pandemic in God's 

time, and our ambitions I pray will become a 

reality. 

God Bless, 

Andrew

ORDINATION 
 

Andrew will be ordained deacon, we anticipate, on Saturday 26 September.  

We are not yet able to share any more information but hope that the service will be 

available to share on-line.  

We will then greet Father Andrew as he begins his diaconal ministry  

at our services on Sunday 27 September. 

 
(If you’re unable to go shopping, there’s a wide range of ordination cards available on-line…) 

 



HARVEST FESTIVAL 2020 
 
Our Harvest Sunday, this year, is 4th October. It will, of course, be a rather different festival this year 

owing to the current restrictions and need to keep everyone safe. We still celebrate, though, and 

give thanks to God for the abundance of the earth’s produce. Our service will be at 10.45am and will 

be live on Facebook, too.  

 

We will collect offerings this year, as in previous years, for RAFT, our local foodbank. RAFT has been 

incredibly busy since March when we last saw their volunteers delivering to and collecting from 

church. St James’ has been able to support financially, giving of what have to help others at a time 

when there was serious concern about there being enough food to go around, and especially for 

families who were struggling. Please bring items for the RAFT collection to church with you on 

Harvest Sunday. We’ll ask you to leave them in one place, all together, where they can then be left 

for 72 hours before we move them and deliver them on the RAFT depot in Rawtenstall. Whatever 

you can bring will make a difference to someone else. So don’t forget, when you’re in the 

supermarket, or placing your grocery order on line, add a few extra things for RAFT.  

 

(If you’re not sure what to donate, RAFT are always in need of things such as: tinned meat, canned 

meals like bolognaise and meatballs, long-life milk, instant coffee, tea bags, pasta sauces, dried 

noodles, breakfast cereals…anything you give will be used and appreciated.)  

 

This year we will also support Water Aid – a charity we’ve been pleased to work with for a number 

of years. There will be no jam jars to fill with coins this time. Kaye has written more …  

2020 
We are experiencing many difficulties at this time, but people without a water supply are even worse 

off.  One in 10 people throughout the world do not have access to clean water near their homes.  With 

the virus still affecting most of the world and donations almost non-existent Water Aid is still doing its 

best to help these areas.   

Diarrhoeal diseases caused by unsafe water and poor sanitation, such as cholera, typhoid and dysentery, 

are common across the developing world, killing thousands of children every day.  There is an urgent 

need for action, but all too often water and sanitation are overlooked in global development 

agendas.  During the present pandemic we have sanitizer and water to wash our hands. What happens if 

you only had a limited supply of dirty water?   

Please help us help Water Aid to provide water pumps and sanitation to those without.  

Envelopes will be available during September for your donation which you can return to Church at the 
Harvest. You could, instead, make a payment on-line, direct to church, which we will forward to Water 

Aid.   

Please help.   

To make an on-line payment you can either make a direct bank transfer (St James Haslingden PCC, 01-

07-29, 25452282) or go to our website (www.stjameshaslingden.com) and click on the link on the 

homepage to go to our online giving page. 

We may be missing our Harvest hymns and the Harvest lunch but we still owe our thanks to God for all 

provided for us. We have more than we need and so are asked to share with those who have less. 

 

http://www.stjameshaslingden.com/


 

Harvest Field 

All around, confusion, 

All around, helplessness, 

People lost in the bad news of every day. 

Longing for purpose, 

Searching for security and significance 

Here in the white field of our generation. 

 

The harvest is still great, 

The workers are still few, 

But the Lord of the harvest 

Is the same 

Yesterday, today and forever, 

And this is his field. 

He planted, he will give growth 

If we will be his workforce 

And go out into the field - where he already is – 

To gather the harvest 

Of his kingdom compassion. 

 

Lord of the harvest, 

In your grace, we pray, 

Send us. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 



All in the month of September 

It was:  

400 years ago, on 6th September 1620, that 102 

English Puritans (now known as the Pilgrims) set sail 

aboard the Mayflower from Plymouth, for a new life 

in America. After a perilous journey they landed in 

what is now Provincetown Harbour, Cape Cod, 

Massachusetts on 11th November. They had intended 

landing in Virginia, but were unable to reach it 

because of heavy seas. 

 

150 years ago, on 20th September 1870 that Rome 

was captured. Italian forces defeated the Papal States 

and captured the city of Rome at the end of the wars 

of Italian Unification. The Papal States were dissolved. 

Rome was annexed, and it became the capital of Italy 

in 1871. 

 

125 years ago, on 28th September 1895 that Louis 

Pasteur died. This French biologist, microbiologist 

and chemist was one of the main founders of the field 

of medical microbiology. Best known for originating 

the pasteurization of foodstuffs to eliminate micro-

organisms that cause disease. Pasteur saved the 

French beer, wine and silk industries and developed 

vaccines against anthrax and rabies. 

 

65 years ago, on 22nd September 1955 that Britain’s 

first independent television channel, ITV, was 

launched. It ended the BBC’s monopoly. Regional 

franchises were rolled out across the whole country 

by 1965.   

60 years ago, on 27th September 1960 that Sylvia 

Pankhurst, suffragette leader, died. 

 

50 years ago, on 19th September 1970 that the first 

Glastonbury Festival was held, at Worthy Farm near 

Pilton, Somerset. About 1,500 people attended 

(compared to 135,000 today). It became an annual 

event from 1981 and is now the world’s largest 

greenfield festival. The first festival was billed as the 

Pilton Pop, Blues & Folk Festival. 

 

40 years ago, on 22nd September 1980 that the 

Solidarity movement was created in Poland, with 

Lech Walesa as its leader. It was the first independent 

trade union in the Soviet bloc. 

 

25 years ago, on 3rd September 1995 that the auction 

site eBay was founded (as AuctionWeb). 

 

20 years ago, on 17th September 2000 that Paula 

Yates, TV presenter (The Tube, The Big Breakfast) died 

of a heroin overdose, aged 41. Wife of the musician 

Bob Geldof, she was also noted for her relationship 

with the musician Michael Hutchence. She was the 

daughter of Hughie Green, host of the talent show 

Opportunity Knocks, though she did not discover this 

until late in life.   

 

15 years ago, on 24th September 2005 that the IRA 

decommissioned its last remaining weapons in front 

of independent inspectors. 

If September, or even October, holds a special significance, or memory, for you – let us know! 

 

 



Who do you say that I am? 
 

This is a question which Jesus asks Peter (Matthew 16.15).  He’s heard what people are saying and 

now he wants Peter’s personal opinion.  

 

It’s very tempting to say people are saying, people don’t like, people want to know and never commit 

ourselves. This isn’t what Jesus is about. Although we’re all part of the Church – global and universal 

as well as local – it’s our personal and individual faith that God’s interested in. So, who do you say 

that Jesus is? 

 

I hope that your ideas about God and Jesus have changed and developed over the years. We might 

have, perhaps, learnt about the gentle Jesus, meek and mild in our childhood but anyone reading the 

Gospels to find out what Jesus did in his life could never think that he was like that. This was the man 

who overturned tables in the temple, touched lepers, spoke with and helped those whom society 

turned aside from. This was the man who denied the authorities, spoke out, told leaders they were 

wrong … and didn’t shun the ultimate punishment. 

 

If you’re ideas about Jesus have changed over the years (and I really hope that they have) then it’s 

most probably because you’ve been part of a Christian community and, quite possibly, the Church. 

Our virtual life on-line is amazing – we can do wonderful things and keep in touch with family, friends 

and church services. It can never, though, replace the best way of being and doing church, which is to 

meet together with other Christians.  

 

Those of us who are church-goers know that being in fellowship with other people of faith, praying 

together, singing hymns together (those were the days), listening to the Bible together and receiving 

Holy Communion together help us to grow – in personal confidence, in faith, in enthusiasm for God. 

In making the effort, setting aside the time, to be together we open ourselves to being changed and 

transformed by God to know more and to want to do more.  

 

Our church buildings are sacred spaces – they have absorbed prayer and praise for centuries. They 

are places set apart from everyday life where we can allow ourselves to be submerged in the Holy 

Spirit -to know the very real and tangible presence of God. Sacred space is important, maybe even 
essential in learning more about God, about Jesus, about ourselves.  

 

If we want to know who Jesus is, if we want to work it out, if we want to test our ideas and theories, 

then we have to put ourselves in Jesus’ way. We have to put ourselves in the firing line of the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

When Jesus asks you what you think about him and about who he is, let’s none of us be found 

without an answer. 

 

Paraphrase of a sermon at St James’ during August. 

 

 

  



Is stuff happening?! 
 

Although many church events have been cancelled or postponed, some things are still going ahead. 

Work on the church building is one of those things! 

 

At the beginning of this month you should see scaffolding going up around two sides of the church 

tower. This will be followed by restoration work being carried out on 2 of the 3 clock faces. The face 

which looks towards town and school is glass but the West and North-West facing faces are stone 

and looking a bit shabby. Matthew Warburton, of Lancashire Clockmakers, Padiham, will be braving 

the elements to clean, re-paint and spruce up the stone clock faces as well as some internal 

maintenance work on the clock mechanism. 
 

If you’re around the churchyard during the works we’d ask you to be especially vigilant  and watch 

out for anything untoward occurring when workers aren’t here. Anything suspicious should be 

reported to the police immediately – you can call 101 or, if something is happening, 999. We have 

really good CCTV in the area but please don’t think twice about reporting anything which you think 

shouldn’t be happening. 

 

KEEP IN TOUCH! 
 

The clergy are always available for a chat, for guidance and advice.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact them – they’d be delighted to hear from you! 

Please also feel free to email any ideas, suggestions or pieces to include in the September magazine/bulletin. 

 

Other key contacts are here too. 

Vicar of St James, Haslingden & St Thomas, Musbury 

Fr David Stephenson, 07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

 

Associate Priests 

Rev’ d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652   Rev’ d David Allsop  01706 224663 

Licensed Lay Minister 

Andrew Holmes  01706 219751 

 

Churchwardens 

Roy Pinkerton 01706 214569      Kaye Ridings 01706 216398  Arnold Wade  01706 220496 

Treasurer    PCC Secretary 

Julie Davis    01706 212019   Miriam Taylor  01706 222478 

Safeguarding 

Ann Burton      01706 227137  Adrienne Taylor & Kaye Ridings 

       

 

 

 

 

Please remember to like and share our church Facebook pages 

where you can also find all of our on-line service content. 

 

https://facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden/               https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/ 

https://facebook.com/StJamesHaslingden/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/

