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As we’re unable to produce, print and deliver the usual magazine this month, 

we hope that you will enjoy this amended and abridged version. Please do share! 

Please remember that our clergy team are always available – at the end of the telephone, text message, 

email or even face-to-face on line. Please don’t worry about getting in touch. 

Fr David Stephenson 

07539 264279 frdavistephenson@gmail.com 

Rev’d Judith Balkwell  01706 223652 

Rev’ d David Allsop   01706 224663 

 

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION 

By now you will all be aware of the significant impact the current crisis is having on the life of the 

Church. Our church buildings are closed until further notice. Fr David and Fr Stephen are working 

together to make sure that services are available every day on both Facebook and YouTube. Morning 

and Evening Prayer, as well as a daily Eucharist, with a Sunday Eucharist and Evensong are all being 

broadcast. If you’re not sure how to access these and would like to then, ask someone who is already 

enjoying them, give one of the clergy a call, or ask a young person! 

At the moment all baptisms and weddings are postponed. Funerals can take place either at the graveside 

or at the crematorium. In both cases a very limited number of people are permitted to attend. We do 

not yet know when any of these restrictions will be lifted. 

These are unprecedented times but the stringent measures being maintained are to reduce as much risk 

of further infection and contamination as possible. Clergy and Church Wardens receive a daily update 

email from the Diocesan task force which is chaired by Bishop Philip. These provide up-to-date 

information on all aspects of church life, wellbeing and resources. Everyone within the Church is 

working really hard to make sure that worship and prayer continues and that we can continue to work 

together as a Christian community in the coming weeks and months. 

During the season of Lent we are reminded of deprivation and struggling with challenge. As the Easter 

dawn breaks we will be able to find hope that from the darkest times comes glory and rejoicing.  

 

 

 

mailto:frdavistephenson@gmail.com


CLERGY LETTER 
Dear All 

As I write this article for the April 2020 magazine, 

everything that we normally take for granted has 

been turned upside down, we are indeed living in 

extraordinary times! We have been advised not to 

hold our regular weekly services within church and 

Fr David, supported by Fr Stephen, has been 

putting daily services on Facebook to enable us to 

worship and commune together electronically. We 

are indeed grateful that this is being done. We hear 

much about the negative impact of social media, 

but it has indeed become a blessing. Whilst we are 

all busy, worried, distracted, possibly feeling 

isolated and naturally concerned for the future, it is 

wonderful to embrace and celebrate the joy of 

Easter together. 

Just imagine briefly that you were in the group of 

the close friends of Jesus, who had triumphantly 

entered Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday, only 

to be cruelly and shamefully crucified on a cross by 

Roman soldiers on Good Friday. His tragic end was 

brutal. You had caught a glimpse of the punishment 

inflicted by his captors from a distance for a while, 

until the physical spectacle become too much, at 

which point you went home to hide, in fear of your 

life. Darkness fell, in more ways than one. Hope 

and joy disappeared and all that remained was an 

indescribable anguish – why has our leader Jesus 

been killed? Why did they do this to him? Two 

days pass like a blur, before a bright new dawn 

rises, accompanied by unconfirmed reports that 

Jesus was in fact alive, and not dead. Do you dare 

to believe it? Some have even claimed to have 

encountered him face-to-face. What does this all 

mean? You and a friend leave Jerusalem that 

afternoon, and begin the familiar walk home to 

Emmaus, when you are joined by a stranger. You 

have become so caught up in discussing all that has 

taken place in Jerusalem over the last few days, 

that you barely notice him approach you and join 

your conversation. In a short space of time the 

confusion of disbelief and uncertainty is clarified as 

the stranger explains what has happened and why. 

“The prophets told you it was going to happen – 

the Christ must suffer and then enter into glory,” 

he declares. Suddenly the stranger’s words begin to 

make sense, as the full significance of Christ’s death 

and resurrection is laid before their hearts to fully 

embrace. Yet, they are still prevented from 

recognising the true identity of the stranger. As 

they arrive at their final destination, as it was by 

now nearly evening, they offered him hospitality, 

which he accepted. Finally, as they sat down for a 

meal, the stranger took the bread, gave thanks and 

broke it, they recognised Jesus in front of them, at 

which point he disappears! Full of questions, and an 

inexpressible joy, they abandon their supper where 

it lies and return to Jerusalem at once, to share the 

Good News that they had met Jesus face to face! 

He’s alive! It’s really true! As we reflect together 

through Holy Week this Easter, I invite you to 

journey spiritually with Christians across the world, 

as we remember all that Jesus said and did, from 

washing his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, to 

healing the ear of Melchus as the temple guard was 

about to arrest him. Once Jesus set his face 

towards Jerusalem, there was no turning back. He 

remained faithful to his mission, and it is by putting 

our trust in his life, death and resurrection, that we 

too can become Easter people. Easter people are 

not perfect, but we seek to live out our lives in the 

light of the hope, love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ 

that took place between Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday.  

We are blessed to be part of 

a loving and warm 

community sharing 

friendship, fellowship and 

celebrating the joy of the 

love of Christ. 

I wish you and your 

families and friends 

every blessing over 

Eastertide. I hold you all in 

prayer and hope you all stay safe as God holds 

each and everyone of you in the palm of his hand. 

 

Happy Easter! Christ is risen! 

Rev’d David  



A Display of Power?

 
To a world that seeks to show power through 

explosives, military might, and physical force, 

Good Friday makes little sense. 

A man, hanging on a cross. A man, who claimed 
to be the Son of God, nailed to a tree. Naked, 

broken, and dying. Forsaken. Passers-by mock 

Him: ‘Save yourself! Come down from the cross, 

if you are the Son of God!’ (Matthew 27:40). But 

with no word of complaint, no attempt to fight 

back, an innocent man accepts a death penalty. 

Is this power? The world says no. Power is loud, 

it is ferocious, and it visibly wins. It is often 

selfish and seeks advantage over those who are 

weak and helpless. That is what we see when 

governments and corporations seeking to show 

their power at the expense of other people. 

Is there really power to be found in the broken 

and bleeding body of a dying man? The world 

says no. 

But Good Friday tells a different story. This 

broken and bleeding body of a dying man turns 

any earthly ideas of power upside down and 

inside out, as salvation and redemption are found 

in the most unlikely of places. Power is found in 

sacrifice, humility, and death. Power is found in a 

man, hanging on a cross. Naked, broken, and 

dying. Forsaken. Power is found here, at Calvary. 

Today, we preach Christ crucified, ‘a stumbling 

block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles’ 

(1 Corinthians 1:23). The power of the Cross 

can certainly make little sense to us and our 

world, so set in our ways. The Cross comes in 

direct contradiction to everything we hear and 

see about power on a daily basis. It speaks not of 
explosives, military might, and physical force, but 

of love, forgiveness, and the laying down of one’s 

life. A stumbling block and foolishness perhaps, 

but also a better way to live. 

May we seek to show something of Christ’s 

subversive power in our words, lives, and 

actions, this Good Friday and beyond. 

An Easter thought 

But the angel said to the women,  

‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking 

for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here;  

for he has been raised, as he said. 

Matthew 28: 5-6 

 

The drama leading up to Easter Day is fast-paced 

and gruesome. There’s sufficient to impress even 

the best and most creative script-writer. We’re 

all aware, and especially at the moment, that life 

has a tendency to take an unexpected path. 

We’re also aware that dramas, situations and the 

unexpected affect real people and real lives.  

One element of the Easter story- the 

resurrection of Jesus – is the effect it has on the 

disciples. Here we have a group of friends and 

family shaken to their core by the unfolding 

drama in front of them as Jesus is tracked down, 

arrested, abused and killed. Something they had 

never imagined, couldn’t imagine, took place and 

their lives were changed for ever. More than 

that, they knew that they could be next. 

Easter offers us all a glimpse not only into the 

divine mystery of God but of the transformative 

strength contained within the Divine. Our God, 

who restores Jesus to life, offers us all that same 

rebirth. In the destruction of eternal death we 

are given, freely and lovingly, the hope and 

assurance of perfect eternity. 

Jesus died, and rose from the dead, so that we 

could all have life, and life in its fullest. Darkness 

and death can never prevail because 

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN 

INDEED. ALLELUIA!! 



Something about Easter 

 

from Sylvia Craig 

The festival that early Christians celebrated was 

called, in Greek, Pasche or Pace.  Both of these 

words are derived from the word Pascha, which 

in turn is from “the Feast of the Passover”.  The 

word Pace still survives in the Pace Egg plays.   

The Pace Egg Plays are an Easter tradition in 

rural English culture in the tradition of the 

medieval mystery plays. The tradition was once 

widespread throughout England, but is now only 

practised in a few areas, particularly Lancashire 

and West Yorkshire. 

Pace-Eggs are hard-boiled eggs which are 

specially decorated for a festival at Easter-time. 

This is a centuries old tradition. The eggs are 

first wrapped in onion skins and boiled, giving the 

shells a golden, mottled effect.  They are then 

decorated and their owners take part in an egg 

rolling competition. In east Yorkshire, the art of 

throwing eggs in this way was called Throwling.  

Shrove Tuesday was known as Throwl-Egg-Day. 

A pace egg play involves people dressing up in 

strange, colourful costumes and taking part in 

mock battles.  Saint George can be seen battling 

against contenders such as Bold Slasher and the 

Black Prince. 

As we go to ‘press’ all gatherings have been cancelled 

– these include the Heptonstall Pace Egg Plays as 

well as the West Yorkshire coal-carrying competition. 

Ed.  

A Lancashire Easter 

The Britannia Coco-nut Dancers or Nutters are 

a troupe of clog dancers who perform every 

Easter in Bacup, dancing 7 miles across the 

town. There are eight dancers and a whipper-in, 

who controls the proceedings.  

Some say the 

custom was 

brought to the 

area 

by Moors who 

settled 

in Cornwall in 

the 17th 

century, 

became miners and then moved to work in 

quarries in Lancashire. The troupe was formed in 

1857 and was just one of a few performing in the 

Rossendale valley. The musical accompaniment is 

a concertina or a brass band.  The tradition was 

passed to workers at the Britannia Mill, hence 

the name.  

The dancers have nuts attached to their knees, 

elbows and wrists and have blackened faces.  

There has been some controversy about the 

black faces, but it is generally accepted as a result 

of the origins of the dance in the mining 

community and a reflexion of the fact that 

miners often had their faces covered in coal dust. 

The dance begins with each Nutter cocking a 

hand to his ear to listen to something we human 

folk can’t catch. They then wag a finger at each 

other, and they’re off, stamping and circling, 

occasionally holding bent wands covered with 

red, white and blue rosettes that they weave into 

simple patterns. It’s not pretty and it’s not clever. 

It is, simply, awe-inspiringly, astonishingly other. 

Morris men from southern troupes come and 

watch in slack-jawed silence. Nothing in the 

civilised world is quite as elementally bizarre and 

awkwardly compelling as the Coco-nutters of 

Bacup. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clog_dancing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall


Diocesan Advice 

The daily updates, and more, from the Diocese of 

Blackburn are very useful resource. They are emailed 

to clergy and church wardens each day but anyone 

can view them on the diocesan website. 

https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/352/impo

rtant-advice-in-relation-to-coronavi 

Some guidance is particularly for clergy but much 

is pertinent to everyone. Some extracts below… 

Looking after yourself and 
your household advice 
(26/03/2020) 
Do not take unnecessary risks with your own health 

of the health of those in your household. 

Think carefully about the risk you may expose 

yourself to in undertaking face to face meetings with 

people.  Is it essential you meet, or could you provide 

support or discuss the issue by phone, email or 

virtually using zoom or skype? If you do assess a face 

to face meeting as essential and unavoidable then 

follow the guidance provided – do not be tempted to 

cut corners even if you feel uncomfortable, for 

example asking to wash your hands etc. 

If you fall ill or know you have been in contact with a 

potential case of COVID-19 please follow NHS 

guidance around self-isolating and contact NHS 111. 

Do not go to your GP surgery or hospital unless life 

is endangered when you must dial 999 and follow the 

advice of the emergency 

services. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronav

irus-covid-19/ 

Think about your household 

If you make plans whilst well it will make it much 

easier if you fall ill. 

Whether you live with others or are on your own, 

what plans have you in place to inform people and get 

the help you need?   For example, who will walk the 

dog, get provisions for you, pick up prescriptions etc 

• Think about an average week and consider if 

there are there specific issues that people may 

need to know about such as allergies, mobility 

issues that may impact on the help needed. 

• If you live on your own think of a number of local 

people who you might be able to help you 

beyond the churchwardens and the congregation. 

• Do you have a reasonable supply of basic 

household provisions including paracetamol to 

keep you going for a few days if you need to self-

isolate. For example, how will you get bread and 

milk, pay for shopping, get cash if needed etc 

• Are there key bills that need to be paid on a 

regular basis – how will they get paid if you are 

not able to go online, sign a cheque go to a 

cashpoint. 

• Do you have a reasonable supply of your 

prescription medications – do not wait until the 

last minute to get a repeat prescription. Does 

someone in the household know how to get a 

repeat prescription for you. 

Think about what you need to stay well when social 

distancing, particularly if you live on your own: 

• Establish a new daily routine – life will not be the 

same for several weeks. 

• Balance your weekly routine and have a good mix 

of ministry activities (prayer, phone calls, reading 

etc) relaxation and rest 

• Think about which regular activities are most 

important to you and think of ways you can do 

them at home or remotely. For example, if you 

enjoy seeing people socially set up regular skype 

meetings with good friends that happen at the 

time you would normally socialise. If it is not 

possible then think of other activities that will 

feed your spirit. 

• Set daily goals that can provide you with a sense 

of purpose and achievement. Be realistic but see 

this time as an opportunity to do things you 

might not do otherwise. 

• Identify the triggers that make you feel low and 

look for ways to manage them. 

• Talk with family, friends, neighbours and those 

you trust about what will help you stay well and 

positive. Ask them to tell you if they are getting 

worried about you and agree what steps you will 

take if needed. 

• Take care of yourself. Eat and drink healthily. 

Drink plenty of water each day. Adhere to the 

government guidance on the amount of alcohol 

that it is safe to consume each week. 

(NHS advice is less than 14 units a week, which is 6 

pints of average strength beer or 10 small glasses of 

low strength wine. They also advise at least three 

alcohol free days). 

• Avoid staying still for too long. Go for walk, work 

in the garden, do some indoor exercise every 

day. 

• Have a good sleep routine 

• Keep in touch. Make sure you speak to someone 

every day for yourself. 

https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/352/important-advice-in-relation-to-coronavi
https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/news/352/important-advice-in-relation-to-coronavi
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


These are unsettling and unprecedented times, but 

we are people of faith and whilst it is right for us to 

lament all that has been taken away we are also called 

to seek God in new ways in the days and weeks to 

come.  As Bishop Julian reminded us in his pastoral 

letter of 24th March, this is a time to pause and reflect 

on what is truly important about our faith, our prayer 

life and our worship and to be courageous enough to 

explore new ways of being, at least for a short while. 

Staying fit and well 

We know that the current measures laid out by the 

government are to last at least 3 weeks but we do 

not know what measures will continue after that 

period ends. One of the things deemed essential 

enough to continue in this current state of 

‘lockdown’ is a daily opportunity for outdoor 

exercise. This is because inactivity, particularly during 

a stressful or difficult time is not good for the body 

or the mind, and exercise is one of the best ways to 

relieve stress, clear minds and even aid good sleep. 

This opportunity to exercise will look different for 

each and every one of us. For some it is a stroll to 

the end of the street and back, for others it might be 

a dog walk through the forests, for others still it 

might be a 10K run; each of us know our preference 

and out limits. Whatever your ability is in this regard 

the task group would like to encourage you to take 

up your opportunity to exercise daily. 

We are acutely aware that some of you will not be 

able to leave the house, possibly for some time yet. 

Taking some time outside in a garden if possible is a 

good option. Gardening is for many people an 

excellent way of staying fit. 

But there also many ways to get exercise without 

even leaving your front room. TV personalities and 

YouTube stars are falling over themselves to produce 

videos encouraging us to get active in our own 

homes; even Mr Motivator has returned to our TV 

screens! All energy levels are catered for: from 

a workout for the whole family, to a dance class 

with Oti Mabuse for single people or couples, 

to chair exercises. For Oti’s dance class be sure to 

click on the videos for adults as she is also doing 

dance classes for children each day. 

Thinking about what you eat and when is also 

important as most of us become less active than 

usual. We are allowed to shop and are encouraged to 

shop for a week at a time where possible. Planning 

your meals, making sure to get lots of fruit and 

vegetables and not stocking up on too many 

unhealthy snacks might be a good idea. 

Your mental wellbeing is just as important to look 

after as your physical health. The constant news 

about the impact of the virus around the world can 

be troubling, so whilst it is good to stay informed, 

there may be a time where it would be better to 

switch off and change your focus. Similarly, social 

media can be good for maintaining connections but it 

can also be a terrible source of anxiety, fake news 

and angst. Think carefully not just about what you 

chose to read, but also what you write and put out in 

the public domain. 

Maintaining a regular time of prayer and Bible study 

can help you establish a daily routine, and can also 

remind you that there is someone bigger than even 

this, and that He wants to meet with us where we 

are. 

 

PRAYER RESOURCES 

 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and 
fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from 
your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/mosetsanagape
https://www.youtube.com/user/mosetsanagape
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BcPHWGQO44


Meetings & Doings 

 

During the current restrictions none of our 

church groups can meet. So no Eat & Meet, 

Men’s Forum, Mothers’ Union, choir practise, 

Standing Committee or PCC. 

Fortunately, the Standing Committee is able to 

meet face-to-face on line and it is empowered 

with enough authority to keep things going and 

to make most decisions in the absence of a 

PCC meeting. 

April, of course, is the month of the Annual 

Meeting. The Church of England have been able 

to provide facility for this to be delayed. The 

APCM can now take place at any time up to the 

end of October. This means that all current 

office-holders (Churchwardens etc.) will remain 

in post until then.  

Financially, many people are facing a challenging 

time. We’re all particularly aware of jobs 

disappearing along with essential income to 

maintain lives and livelihoods. The diocese has 

assured churches that they won’t be put under 

pressure to pay the Parish Share where funds 

are limited. We’re very fortunate at St James’ 

that many of our regular givers do to by 

Standing Order. For those who use the 

envelope scheme, or give cash in the plate, this 

would be an opportune moment to switch! If 

you would like to know how to do this then 

please contact either Fr David or our 

Treasurer, Julie Davis (see contacts at the end of 

this bulletin). Although our costs will decrease a 

little whilst the church is closed, the majority of 

expenses will remain the same. Like all 

charitable organisations, the Church relies on 

voluntary giving and bequests. We’re not 

asking for more money but we would be very 

pleased to receive your regular gifts! 

Planned Works 

We have quite a number of projects planned 

for this year – we hope that they will all happen 

even if some will be a bit late to get started. 

• Restoration of the 2 stone clock faces, 
clock hands and internal mechanisms 

• Recovering of all windows, removing old 

PVC and replacement with polycarbonate 

• New gate to the War Memorial garden 

• Removal of paving flags and re-landscaping 

to East End of church 

• Improved lighting in the Hall 

• Re-wiring and electrical improvements to 

tower and ringing chamber



KEEP IN TOUCH! 
The clergy are always available for a chat, for guidance and advice.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact them – they’d be delighted to hear from you! 

Please also feel free to email any ideas, suggestions or pieces to include in the May bulletin if we need one! 

 

Other key contacts are here too. 

Vicar of St James, Haslingden & St Thomas, Musbury 

Fr David Stephenson, 07539 264279 frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

 

Associate Priests 

Rev’ d Judith Balkwell   01706 223652 Rev’ d David Allsop   01706 224663 

 

Churchwardens 

Roy Pinkerton     01706 214569      Kaye Ridings     01706 216398 Arnold Wade  01706 220496 

 

Treasurer 

Julie Davis    01706 212019 

 

PCC Secretary 

Miriam Taylor   01706 222478 

 

Safeguarding 

Ann Burton      01706 227137  Adrienne Taylor & Kaye Ridings 

       

 

 

 

 

Most of our on-line traffic comes through Facebook at the moment. 

Whilst we’ve been streaming our services along with those with St Thomas’ and St Peter’s we have 

had hundreds of people joining in. Some of this audience are regular members of our congregation. 

Some are from further away and some who don’t usually come to church. We are reaching lots of 

people and offering them support, comfort and a spiritual dimension to what’s going on at the 

moment. This may well have really positive implications for when church is open and services are 

taking place. Imagine if we could continue to reach out to people in this way and encourage their 

faith and their prayers… 

 

Have you found our other churches on-line? Please remember to share! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/ 

 

St Peter’s can be found here on Facebook and YouTube 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/100325453637132/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQAnxjrjb_KL3hVqmlfjbVw  

 

Some of our services our also available on the YouTube channel Fr David is using from home 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChwJiBex2TktWnIyhNmzxAQ

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasMusbury/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/100325453637132/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQAnxjrjb_KL3hVqmlfjbVw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChwJiBex2TktWnIyhNmzxAQ


And finally … 

for this bulletin at least … 

 

When situations in life are changing, uncertain and feel out of control, 

the familiar and well-loved can be a great comfort and joy. 

I’ve added some familiar and well-loved traditional prayers and texts below. 

I hope that they bring you some comfort and peace. 

 

With my love and prayers, 

Fr David 

 

Psalm 23 King James Version 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 

leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths 

of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 

head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house 

of the LORD for ever. 

 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this 

troublous life, until the shades lengthen and the 

evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the 

fever of life is over and our work is done; 

then Lord,in thy mercy, grant us safe lodging, a 

holy rest, and peace at the last, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or 

watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, 

Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 

dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 

shield the joyous; and all for your love's 

sake. Amen. 

 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us 

through the hours of this night, so that we who 
are wearied by the changes and chances of this 

life may rest in your eternal changelessness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love 

Where there is injury, pardon 

Where there is doubt, faith 

Where there is despair, hope 

Where there is darkness, light 

And where there is sadness, joy 

O Divine Master, grant that I may 

Not so much seek to be consoled as to console 

To be understood, as to understand 

To be loved, as to love 

For it is in giving that we receive 

And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned 

And it's in dying that we are born to Eternal Life 

Amen 

 

 


