
Easter Day Blessing of Paschal Candle & The Eucharist 
 

The ministers gather with the new, unlit, candle. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
on this most holy night, 

when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 

the Church invites her children throughout the world 

to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. 

We remember his death and resurrection 

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 

confident that we shall share his victory over death 

and live with him for ever in God. 

 

The new fire may be kindled. 

Eternal God, 

who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

set us aflame with the fire of your love, 

and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Easter Candle may be marked here. 

Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 

and all ages; 

to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. Amen. 

 

Nails or incense studs may be inserted into the Easter Candle. 

By his holy and glorious wounds 

may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. Amen. 
 

The president lights the Easter Candle, saying 

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 

The minister bearing the Candle proclaims 

 

The light of Christ.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



The Exsultet 

 
Sing, choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing! 

Around God’s throne exult in harmony! 

Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave! 

Salute your King in glorious symphony! 

 

Sing, choirs of earth! Behold, your light has come! 

The glory of the Lord shines radiantly! 

Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death! 

The night is past, the day of life is here! 

 

Sing, Church of God! Exult with joy outpoured! 

The gospel trumpets tell of victory won! 

Your Saviour lives; he’s with you evermore! 

Let all God’s people sound the long Amen! 

 

The Easter Acclamation 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

A joyful fanfare may be played, bells rung, cymbals clashed, noise made. 

 

Gloria in excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.   

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect 
Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour,  

glory and might, now and in all eternity. Amen. 

 

 



The Liturgy of the Word 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (10.34-43) 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 
41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.’  

Hymn 
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 

unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Reading 
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia! 

He has defeated the powers of death. Alleluia! 

Jesus turns our sorrows into dancing. Alleluia! 

He has the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (20.1-18) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

20Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord 

out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then Peter and the other 

disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other 



disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 

head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other 

disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to 

their homes.  

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look* into the 

tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 

the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said 

to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14When 

she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and 

said to him in Hebrew,* ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on 

to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 

“I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 18Mary Magdalene 

went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said 

these things to her.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Homily  

 

Intercessions 

In joy and hope let us pray to the Father. 

That our risen Saviour may fill us [and … ] with the joy of his glorious and life-giving 

resurrection …  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter…  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

That God may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love …  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

That God may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter…  

We pray to the Father. Hear our prayer. 

That by God’s power war and famine may cease through all the world …  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

That God may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, 

the weak and the dying, to comfort and strengthen them …  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection 

may be raised on the last day …  

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
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That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, 

so that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection. 

Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father,  

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among the disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.  

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 

 

Liturgy of the Sacrament 
Lord of life, with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice of praise.  

As we are fed with the bread of heaven may we know your resurrection power;  

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 



Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of Bread  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 



Prayer after Communion 

God of Life, who for our redemption  

gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Hymn 
The day of resurrection!  

Earth, tell it out abroad;  

the passover of gladness,  

the passover of God.  

From death to life eternal,  

from earth unto the sky,  

our Christ hath brought us over,  

with hymns of victory.  

 

Our hearts be pure from evil,  

that we may see aright  

the Lord in rays eternal  

of resurrection light;  

and listening to his accents,  

may hear, so calm and plain,  

his own "All hail!" and, hearing,  

may raise the victor strain.  

 

Now let the heavens be joyful!  

Let earth the song begin!  

The round world keep high triumph,  

and all that is therein!  

Let all things seen and unseen  

their notes in gladness blend,  

for Christ the Lord hath risen,  

our joy that hath no end.  

 

The Blessing & Dismissal 
 



Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

 open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. Amen. 

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,  

give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,  

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 

And the blessing… 

 

With the risen life of Christ within you,  

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 


