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Who’s Who 

Associate Vicar of St James, Haslingden and St Thomas, Musbury, Fr David 

Stephenson, 07539 264279  

frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

SSM Associate Priests  

The Revd Judith Balkwell  223652 

The Revd David Allsop      224663 

 

Communion and the oils for Anointing are available from the Reserved 

Sacrament at any hour and Confessions are heard by appointment 

 

Churchwardens 

Roy Pinkerton   214569                Kaye Ridings  216398 

Carole Whitling   07534197807   Arnold Wade 220496 

 

Treasurer                                                   PCC Secretary 

Julie Davis  212019                                  Miriam Taylor  222478 

Organist                                                     Verger 

Adrian van der Schans  228796             Alec Taylor  214973 

Mothers Union                                         Men’s Forum 

Vivien Pinkerton   214569                      Arnold Wade   220496 

Tuesday Lunch                                         Choir Secretary 

Keith Entwistle   211165                        Janet Cuff  230364 

Friends of St James                                 Puppet Ministry 

Michael Hiluta 600330                           The Revd Judith Balkwell  223652 

Flowers 

Barbara Rogers 226879  

                                                                      

Friday Church contacts: Marjorie Charnley 01254 233608 

                                            Kaye Heathcote 217055 

Please note; new ‘phone numbers for Canon Roger Smith are 01254 386811 

Mobile 07717 835366 

 

Child Protection and Vulnerable Adults co-ordinator Ann Burton 227137 

Also available; Adrienne Taylor and Kaye Ridings. 

 

Magazine editor, Sylvia Craig   hylt.sylv@btinternet.com 

 



Vicar’s Letter: June 2018 

June begins the season of Trinity – 22 Sundays to go until we begin the approach to Advent in 

November. What a thought! We must not wish our time away and although the Trinity Season can 

be a challenge it gives us some breathing space and some time to get on with the ordinary work of 

the Church. 

The month of May this year, I know, will be one which none of us will forget. It was a roller-coaster 

of events and emotions. Mixed up with the season of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost we faced 

together the reality of Father Terry’s death. If there is ever a good time to die then it must surely be 

in the season of Easter when the news of the resurrection and the ringing Alleluias are both so vivid 

and real. Terry’s funeral service, led by Bishop Philip and in the presence of so many others (400+) 

was testimony to the very high regard in which he was held by all. Both parishes deserve a hearty 

well done for pulling together and working so hard to ensure that everything that needed to be done 

was done so well. At the heart of all the funeral arrangements, and the several services we were 

able to offer, was prayer and worship. It’s the first thing we turn to when we’re unsteady and 

unsure. It is also, though, very ordinary, like all of the automatic things we do –breathing, speaking, 

eating and talking. 

In this season of Trinity, Ordinary Time, this year, I hope that we can continue to focus on the regular 

and usual activity of the Church. At the heart of this must be prayer and worship. If we can build a 

strong core of the church family then there will be absolutely nothing that we are unable to face. 

That core is strengthened day by day and week by week by our communal worship in church and by 

our prayer life. It is strengthened by meeting with Jesus in the Eucharist and in praying for each 

other as well as ourselves.  

It’s true that these activities – prayer and worship – seem incredibly ordinary but it’s often the usual 

and ordinary that can be laid aside for the something else, the one-off and more exciting. If, though, 

we lose the strength of our core, the rest of the body becomes weak.  

We face Ordinary Time this year in the Trinity Season with all kinds of challenges ahead. We know, 

though, that the Spirit was sent upon the disciples at Pentecost and that we are their heirs. The 

Spirit is upon us and with us. God has given us more than we need to fulfil the task set before us. 

Let’s keep working hard at the regular work of the Church and see just how much we can tackle in 

the months ahead. 

With my love 

Fr David 

Lord God, guide us in every moment of our lives 

and give us the courage to dare everything in your great service. 

Amen. 

 
 

   ANONYMOUS POEM 

 



There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 

There are thousands to prophesy failure, 

There are thousands to point out to you, one by one, 

The dangers that wait to assail you. 

But just buckle right in with a bit of a grin, 

Then take off your coat and go to it. 

Just start in to sing, as you tackle the thing 

That cannot be done, and you'll do it. 

 

A Great Legacy from James 1 

It was the year after James1 arrived from Scotland to unite the crowns after the death of 

Elizabeth 1 in 1603, that James commissioned a new translation of the Bible.  He wanted to 

put a stamp on his reign and put an end to arguments between different factions of the 

Church. 

It was in a hall next to St Paul’s Cathedral that the translators read aloud the Bible, verse by 

verse, until they were satisfied with the translation.  The language had to be clear.  We are 

all familiar with many of the verses such as “In the beginning was the Word, and the word 

was with God, and the word was God…”  The new version sought to preserve some of the 

best lines from translations that people already knew.  What emerged was literary elegance 

and brilliance.  More lines which you will know are “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not 

want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside still waters.  He 

restoreth my soul.”  Also produced are some lines which many folk have known since 

childhood, such as “And in those days there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be taxed.” 

It seems amazing that something written over 400 hundred years ago still rings in the ears 

of people around the world. 

There are believed to be fewer than 200 such Bibles still in existence. 

A vicar clearing out a cupboard at his church found a forgotten first edition King James 

Bible dating back to 1611. 

The Rev Dr Jason Bray stumbled upon it as he was taking stock at St Giles Parish Church in 

Wrexham town centre. 

 

Nearer to home a King James Bible is on public display in John Rylands Library on Deansgate, 

Manchester. 

 

More Puns 



What do you call it when a dinosaur is involved in a car accident?  Tyrannasaurus wreck. 

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?  A thesaurus. 

What do you get if you cross a pig with a dinosaur?  Jurassic Pork. 

What do you get if you cross a dinosaur with fireworks?  A Dinomite. 

Are TV Vicars the answer to Church Prayers? 

It may be said that appearing on TV in a dance competition and learning the Cha-Cha-Cha 

show unusual behaviour for a church of England Priest.  However, senior Church figures say 

that vicars like the Rev Richard Coles and Rev Kate Bottley have made the Church more 

accessible and contributed to a ten-year high in the numbers of trainee clergy.  In 2017 

there were 544 new trainees, up from 476 in 2016 – the largest figure in a decade.   

New priests are also getting younger, with 25% being under 32 years old. 

Rev Richard Coles is a former member of a pop band and a contestant in the 2017 “Strictly 

Come Dancing “ competition while the Rev Kate Bottley rose to fame in the Channel 4 series 

“Gogglebox”. 

Also there are many more women priests these days.  The church now has 5690 women 

priests which is a record high. 

Design on an iPad 

It has been revealed that David Hockney, the talented Bradford-born artist, has designed a 

new window for Westminster Abby entirely on his iPad.  The new window will replace one 

of the few remaining clear windows in the Abbey. 

It will be 20 feet high and will celebrate the Queen’s reign which is now longer than that of 

Queen Victoria.  Hockney, often described as the country’s greatest living artist, is well 

known for experimenting with different ways of creating art.  He has been given “free rein” 

over the design and has said that he will create a landscape full of hawthorn blossom.  He 

will have artistic control with guidance from the Dean and Chapter and the Westminster 

Abbey Fabric Commission who deal with changes to the historic building. 

The new window will be known as The Queen’s Window and will be funded by two 

anonymous benefactors.  

The design for the window will be transferred into stained glass by the Barley Studio in York 

and will unveiled in June 2018 to coincide with the opening of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

Galleries in the Abbey’s medieval triforium which runs 70 feet above the Abbey floor. 

Nostalgia 



My mind slips back to bygone days, it seemed so peaceful then, 

And for the good old-fashioned ways, I have a real good yen. 

I see again the polish on the woodwork bright and all the brasses burnished in the soft 

lamplight, 

Once more I see my mother at the kitchen table, making pies and puddings as fast as she 

was able, 

How succulent those puddings were, they had a special flavour, the suet, meat and onions, I 

even now can savour, 

Then we’d go berry picking, in those long hazy days, but now I’ll stop reminiscing and get 

back to present ways. 

I’ve had a trip down memory lane but now I’m back to the present again, 

I’m thankful for all those useful things, that invention and new progress brings. 

The Forgotten Tomb 

You may have read the story of the discovery of the last resting place of 5 former 

Archbishops of Canterbury.   

Last year, during the refurbishment of the Garden Museum in a deconsecrated medieval 

chapel next to Lambeth Palace, the Archbishop of Canterbury’s official London residence, 

builders made the discovery of a lifetime.  They accidentally cut a six-inch hole in the floor 

and discovered a hidden chamber below.  They attached a mobile phone to a stick and 

lowered it into the space to and were surprised to see a hidden stairway leading to a brick-

lined vault.  On top of one was an Archbishop’s red and gold mitre.  Eventually 30 lead 

coffins that had lain undisturbed for centuries were found.  Two of the coffins had name 

plates.  Probably the most important one discovered was that of Richard Bancroft who was 

Archbishop from 1604 to 1610.  Bancroft was appointed by royal request to be “Chief 

Overseer” of the King James Bible.  The authorised translation was published in 1611, a year 

after his death.  Bancroft did not write the translation but he made it happen and the words 

he forced into print are still heard in many churches every Sunday. 

It was known that 20,000 bodies had been buried in the churchyard but it was thought that  

the burial places under the nave and aisles had been cleared and the vaults filled with earth.  

Details of the find were kept secret until archaeologists had studied the site and decisions 

had been made about its future.   

A square manhole has now been let into the chancel floor but a glazed panel allows a view 

of the steps down to the vault.   



The original church was deconsecrated in 1972.  The pews and bells were moved to other 

churches and houses across the country and at one point it was due to be demolished.  

However it was saved and became “the Garden Museum”. 

SPRING FAIR 

The day was overshadowed by the news of the death of our dear friend and priest Fr Terry. We send 

our love, thoughts and prayers to Cheryl and her family.  

Many thanks to everyone who helped and supported our Fair.  We were blessed with good weather 

and once again it was a great success.  We were pleased to see many new faces with lots of young 

families together with our old friends.  We all worked hard and raised £2110.    Many thanks to those 

who helped clear up and get the Church ready for the joint service on Sunday.  We finished a little 

early as there was a Mass for Fr.Terry at St Thomas's at 4.00pm.  

 

JOINT WALKING DAY- 17th June - 1.30pm to set off at 2.00pm 

 

 This year we are again walking jointly with St Thomas's and St Peter’s.  We have had to alter the 

date due to all bands being booked up the previous week.  We are asked to meet at St Veronica's Car 

Park at 1 30pm.  

We will walk round Helmshore led by Haslingden & Helmshore Brass Band.   The procession will call 

at Westbourne and Haslingden Hall Nursing Homes where we will sing hymns. Please support this 

event to show that our Churches are still together witnessing to our faith.   We are fortunate again 

to receive a grant from Rossendale Council towards the cost of the Traffic Management Company 

which we have to hire to keep the procession safe by controlling traffic movement during the walk. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS EVENT. If you cannot walk, why not come and watch. 

Flowers for June  

  3
rd

   Vacant 

10
th

   Mrs. C  Whitling 

17
th

   Mr & Mrs G Murphy 

24
th

   Mrs. C Greenwood 

WALSINGHAM 2018 

 

We were lucky again to have beautiful weather for our pilgrimage.  8.00am saw the 15 happy 

pilgrims meet on the Library car park. We were glad to have our driver, Michael from CBT  Travel.   

Rev David Allsop said prayers before we set off.  We all missed Megan, but she was in our thoughts 

all weekend.  Julie produced a quiz to keep up the tradition.  Our first stop was for breakfast at Flo's 

Café, then we were on our way again to the Slipper Chapel.  There are still many changes happening 

there.      

We were met at the Shrine and allocated our rooms. Our first service was the Eucharist for the new 

pilgrims.  It was very moving to join with other people from all parts of the country.  We then went 

to the Refectory for our evening meal.  The food was very good with a wide choice for all tastes and 

diets, except for poor Carole.   

We returned to Church for the Procession and Benediction.  It was now dark and the gardens were 

lit up.    We all had candles and sang as we made our way round.  The duties of the day over, we all 



met up to chat and meet other visitors in the local inn.  

We were up early next morning for Eucharist at 7 30am in the beautiful small, Round Chapel. This 

was led by Rev David and just for our group.  It was so peaceful and moving.  Breakfast had another 

great  selection of food and good fellowship.  We walked round the gardens, following the Stations 

of the Cross being read by members of our group.  The weather was good so we all decided to go for 

a visit to the seaside at Wells-by-the-Sea, ten minutes down the road.  We had some fresh sea air 

before returning for Sunday lunch. This was another time to eat together and share friendship. 

  We visited the Shrine shop to purchase gifts for family and friends including Fr Terry.   For those 

wanting more nourishment there was an excellent coffee shop serving such scrumptious cakes.  

 Our last service was at 2.30pm, Rev David helped officiate in this service which was for healing and 

laying-on of hands.  Water from the Well was given to pilgrims to drink and fill their hands.  Poor Rev 

David, he was down the Well and after serving water he was quite wet. Prayers were said for friends 

and family who are ill or in trouble.  This was another moving service remembering all our loved 

ones.  Lots of candles were lit as well. 

The final service was at 4.00pm but we had to leave so that it wouldn't be too late when we got 

home.  Rev. David said prayers again on the bus as we prepared for our journey home. 

Michael kindly dropped us all off near our homes.  We parted with our fellow pilgrims, tired out and 

having experienced every emotion you can think of.  Happy memories shared with a great group of 

friends. 

We must say a big Thank You to Julie for organising everything, to Rev. David for all his pastoral care 

and guidance and to Michael, our driver for getting us safely there and back.  

Julie has made a provisional booking for 2019. If there is anyone interested in joining the pilgrimage 

please see Julie. 

 

Diary for June 

 

 3.     8.00.    Said Eucharist 

 5.  10.45.    Sung Eucharist 

       12.00.    Eat & Meet Lunch 

         7.30.    Confirmation at St Thomas's  

 7.     2.00.    Mothers Union speaker Marjorie Holt 

10.  10.45.   Sung Eucharist 

12.  10.00.   Eucharist 

17.    8.00.   Said Eucharist 

       10.45.   Sung Eucharist   

         2.00.   WALKING DAY with Haslingden & Helmshore Band  

                     MEET AT ST VERONICA'S CAR PARK at 1.30pm. Please support this event. 

19. 10.00.    Said Eucharist 

       12.00.    Eat & Meet Lunch 

24.  10.45.    Sung Eucharist 

26.  10.00.    Said Eucharist 

29.                 St Peter's Flower Festival 

         6.30.     Friday Church -All welcome 

30.                 St Peter's Flower Festival 



 

July  

  1.    8.00.    Said Eucharist 

       10.45.    Sung Eucharist 

       12.30.    JOINT LUNCH at Rossendale Golf Club 

                      St Peter's Flower Festival 

 

St James Men’s Forum 

We meet in the Church Lounge at 2.00pm on alternate Wednesdays.  £2 per meeting.  Why 

not bring a friend along to one of our meetings. 

On 9
th

 May we had a joint meeting with the MU.  Our speaker was Michael Jackson who told 

us about the history of Lancashire’s Cotton Industry.  Michael reminded us that the 

discoveries which led to its rise were made in Lancashire: The Spinning Jenny by James 

Hargreaves of Stanhill, Oswaldtwistle, the Water Frame by Richard Arkwright of Preston and 

the Spinning Mule by Samuel Crompton of Bolton.  Arkwright’s first mill in Cromford, 

Derbyshire was soon followed by many others across the north and Manchester was known 

as “Cottonopolis”.  The demise of the mills began early in the 20
th

 century as machinery was 

exported to countries with lower labour costs.  Fortunately some of the splendid buildings 

still survive as apartment blocks.  Michael is an accomplished speaker who has visited St 

James’ Forum many times and we thanked him for another interesting and informative talk. 

There are no meetings during the summer but we hope to see you all again when we restart 

in September. 

 

Any contributions to the July/August magazine would be very welcome.  The 

closing date for items will be Tuesday 19
th

 June so that printing can be done on 

Friday 22
nd

 June. Please e-mail if possible to hylt.sylv@btinternet.com   

 Sylvia Craig. 

 


