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It has been absolutely right, in my humble opinion, that my report should come at the end 

of all the other reports to this meeting. Having heard so much of the good, determined, 

consistent and dedicated work, mission and ministry that takes place in the name of St 

James’ we have a strong reminder to us all that we, you, are the Body of Christ in this place. 

It is from the hands, hearts, minds and voices of members of this Church that God’s work is 

done, that lives are changed, that this beautiful and historic building is maintained and that 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed. I offer, then, my own very sincere thanks and 

gratitude for every single one of you who has contributed in any way over the last 12 

months to furthering the work of God’s kingdom here. Many of you have a visible role but I 

know there are those amongst you who work quietly, diligently and discreetly behind the 

scenes in any numbers of way and to you all I offer my thanks. 

This is not to say, of course, that clergy don’t have a part to play and I have become very 

aware of this in the 2 months in which I have been privileged to be called here to serve and 

lead. I am indebted to the support and encouragement of my colleagues, David and Judith 

and for the on-going support of Fr Roger, as I continue to endeavour to serve both God and 

parish in this place. 

The last 12 months at St James have by no means been easy. The Churchwardens, to whom 

we all owe a great debt of thanks, have continued to ensure that everything within and 

without this building carries on and they are to be congratulated for once again managing a 

challenging situation with absolute professionalism and faithfulness. Their love of this place, 

of its people and of the God whom we all serve is without question. 

The great sadness of Fr Terry’s stroke last September cast a dark shadow over the life of the 

parish leaving it, once again, in limbo. Many plans and projects came to a faltering halt with 

a clear degree of uncertainty as to what the future might hold both for Fr Terry and his 

family as well as for the parish and its leadership. At a time in the national Church when lay 

leadership is being reinforced and encouraged it could easily be said that St James’ is ahead 

of the game. Lay leadership here is solid, creative and empowered. It is, however, formed 

from a dedicated nucleus of church members and we must not rely on this nucleus alone. As 

we seek to renew and grow the church community, to reach deeper into the parish, its 

schools and those in need, to revive our liturgy and worship, we need to reinforce, 

encourage and grow lay leaders from within our own body in the year ahead. This will be 

underlined by a Stewardship campaign during this year in which we are all asked, and 

expected, to rethink not only our financial contribution to the life of God’s Church but also 

how else we might be able to develop what is being and can be done here. 

I was delighted to discover that St James’ is a social community. Social events do so much to 

build up confidence in ourselves and others and allow time for fun and relaxation together. 

The social events, and those who have helped organise and execute them during the last 



year have been important and much-valued by those taking advantage of them. Feeding 

people, welcoming people, chatting with people, are all under-rated in today’s society and 

yet we know how much of a difference these simple things can make to us and to others. I 

applaud your social minds and look forward to developing and facilitating many more 

events to show that we are an open, inclusive and hospitable community. 

Finally, I should like to add personal thanks to all who have gone out of their way to make 

feel welcome and included here. It is greatly appreciated and especially in the light of the 

unusual circumstances which brought me here. Whilst clergy are all different and traditions 

and customs vary from place to place, I hope that my somewhat old-fashioned and purist 

ideas and practises have not caused offence or discomfort. As many of you know, I greatly 

value honesty and integrity and underline, once more, the need for openness and 

conversation. 

Fortunately for me, I’ve come to know that you’re all good conversationalists and for that I 

am thankful. 

May God bless the work of the Church here and all of us who strive to fulfil our calling to it. 

 


