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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest of St James, Haslingden and St Thomas, Musbury, Fr Terry 

Murnane. Associate Vicar, Fr David Stephenson, 07539 264279  

frdavidstephenson@gmail.com 

SSM Curates 

The Revd Judith Balkwell  223652 

The Revd David Allsop      224663 

 

Communion and the oils for Anointing are available from the Reserved 

Sacrament at any hour and Confessions are heard by appointment 

 

Churchwardens 

Roy Pinkerton   214569                Kaye Ridings  216398 

Carole Whitling   07534197807   Arnold Wade 220496 

 

Treasurer                                                   PCC Secretary 

Julie Davis  212019                                  Miriam Taylor  222478 

Organist                                                     Verger 

Adrian van der Schans  228796             Alec Taylor  214973 

Mothers Union                                         Men’s Forum 

Vivien Pinkerton   214569                      Arnold Wade   220496 

Tuesday Lunch                                         Choir Secretary 

Keith Entwistle   211165                        Janet Cuff  230364 

Friends of St James                                 Puppet Ministry 

Michael Hiluta 600330                           The Revd Judith Balkwell  223652 

Flowers 

Barbara Rogers 226879  

                                                                      

Friday Church contacts: Marjorie Charnley 01254 233608 

                                            Kaye Heathcote 217055 

Please note; new ‘phone numbers for Canon Roger Smith are 01254 386811 

Mobile 07717 835366 

 

Child Protection and Vulnerable Adults co-ordinator Ann Burton 227137 

Also available; Adrienne Taylor and Kaye Ridings. 

 

Magazine editor, Sylvia Craig   hylt.sylv@btinternet.com 



 

Vicar’s Letter   

The happy birds Te Deum sing, 

'Tis Mary's month of May; 

Her smile turns winter into spring, 

And darkness into day; 

And there's a fragrance in the air, 

The bells their music make, 

And O the world is bright and fair, 

And all for Mary's sake. 

 

This rather eccentric, if not fun and devotional verse comes from a hymn/song often used 

during May. It reminds us that May is traditionally the month in which Christians give 

honour to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus.  

Mary’s example of saying yes to God when asked to be the Mother of our Lord has long 

stood as the benchmark for our own discipleship. Mary’s life was, no doubt, turned upside 

down and her reputation called into question, when she was found to be pregnant before 

her marriage to Joseph. Later, she would be forced to stand by and watch as her son came 

up against legal and religious authorities and ultimately, suffer the death of the cross. 

Throughout all of this, we can read in the Bible, Mary continued to follow and to serve. She 

was obedient to God’s first call on her life and then followed the call of Jesus as one of his 

disciples. 

Mary’s faith and commitment to God is unquestionable. Her example as an ordinary 

woman, a mother, a disciple, a friend and follower gives us much to reflect on. During this 

month of May we might spend some time thinking about how we have already said yes to 

God’s call on our lives. We might also try to listen out, in our prayers and in our time alone 

in God’s presence, to discern what God might be asking us to do next – as individuals, as 

families, as a Church, as a town. We might pray, too, for the same courage and strength that 

Mary had to better serve the One who came to serve. 

 

St James, Haslingden – Vicar’s Report to the Annual Meeting – 5 April 2018 

It has been absolutely right, in my humble opinion, that my report should come at the end 

of all the other reports to this meeting. Having heard so much of the good, determined, 

consistent and dedicated work, mission and ministry that takes place in the name of St 

James’ we have a strong reminder to us all that we, you, are the Body of Christ in this place. 

It is from the hands, hearts, minds and voices of members of this Church that God’s work is 

done, that lives are changed, that this beautiful and historic building is maintained and that 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed. I offer, then, my own very sincere thanks and 

gratitude for every single one of you who has contributed in any way over the last 12 

months to furthering the work of God’s kingdom here. Many of you have a visible role but I 

know there are those amongst you who work quietly, diligently and discreetly behind the 

scenes in any numbers of ways and to you all I offer my thanks. 



This is not to say, of course, that clergy don’t have a part to play and I have become very 

aware of this in the 2 months in which I have been privileged to be called here to serve and 

lead. I am indebted to the support and encouragement of my colleagues, David and Judith 

and for the on-going support of Fr Roger, as I continue to endeavour to serve both God and 

parish in this place. 

The last 12 months at St James have by no means been easy. The Churchwardens, to whom 

we all owe a great debt of thanks, have continued to ensure that everything within and 

without this building carries on and they are to be congratulated for once again managing a 

challenging situation with absolute professionalism and faithfulness. Their love of this place, 

of its people and of the God whom we all serve is without question. 

The great sadness of Fr Terry’s stroke last September cast a dark shadow over the life of the 

parish leaving it, once again, in limbo. Many plans and projects came to a faltering halt with 

a clear degree of uncertainty as to what the future might hold both for Fr Terry and his 

family as well as for the parish and its leadership. At a time in the national Church when lay 

leadership is being reinforced and encouraged it could easily be said that St James’ is ahead 

of the game. Lay leadership here is solid, creative and empowered. It is, however, formed 

from a dedicated nucleus of church members and we must not rely on this nucleus alone. As 

we seek to renew and grow the church community, to reach deeper into the parish, its 

schools and those in need, to revive our liturgy and worship, we need to reinforce, 

encourage and grow lay leaders from within our own body in the year ahead. This will be 

underlined by a Stewardship campaign during this year in which we are all asked, and 

expected, to rethink not only our financial contribution to the life of God’s Church but also 

how else we might be able to develop what is being and can be done here. 

I was delighted to discover that St James’ is a social community. Social events do so much to 

build up confidence in ourselves and others and allow time for fun and relaxation together. 

The social events and those who have helped organise and execute them during the last 

year have been important and much-valued by those taking advantage of them. Feeding 

people, welcoming people, chatting with people, are all under-rated in today’s society and 

yet we know how much of a difference these simple things can make to us and to others. I 

applaud your social minds and look forward to developing and facilitating many more 

events to show that we are an open, inclusive and hospitable community. 

Finally, I should like to add personal thanks to all who have gone out of their way to make 

feel welcome and included here. It is greatly appreciated and especially in the light of the 

unusual circumstances which brought me here. Whilst clergy are all different and traditions 

and customs vary from place to place, I hope that my somewhat old-fashioned and purist 

ideas and practices have not caused offence or discomfort. As many of you know, I greatly 

value honesty and integrity and underline, once more, the need for openness and 

conversation. 



Fortunately for me, I’ve come to know that you’re all good conversationalists and for that I 

am thankful. 

May God bless the work of the Church here and all of us who strive to fulfil our calling to it. 

 

Friendship 

A few quotations on “Friendship”. 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 

loves his fellow man has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ 

loved and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians  5:1-2 

He who despises his neighbour sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.  Proverbs 

14:21 

Accept one another then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.  

Romans  12:26 

Love is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes and always perseveres.  1 Corinthians 13:5, 7 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Romans 12:15 

Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  John 15:13 

Hawaiian Chicken 

Ingredients 

1. 4 chicken portions 

2. Salt, freshly ground black pepper 

3. 1oz butter or margarine 

4. 1oz flour 

5. Quarter pint chicken stock 

6. 1 teaspoon ground ginger 

7. 8oz tin crushed pineapple 

8. 1 tablespoon soy sauce 

9. 1 green pepper, deseeded 

10. 1 tablespoon lemon juice 



Trim the chicken and sprinkle with salt and pepper.  Melt the fat in a pan and fry the chicken 

until brown all over.  Transfer to a casserole.  Stir the flour and ginger into the remaining fat 

in the pan and cook for 1 minute.  Gradually add the stock, crushed pineapple and soy 

sauce.  Boil for 2 minutes.  Add seasoning if required.  Pour over the chicken.  Cook for 

about 45 minutes at 180C/350F/gas mark 4.  Add the pepper and lemon juice to the dish 

and return it to the oven for 15minutes or until tender.  

Ancient History 

What was the most popular children’s movie in ancient Greece?  Troy Story. 

What’s a volcano’s favourite historical document?  The Magma Carta. 

The Normans won the battle of Hastings because they were better at arrow dynamics. 

 

Dropping Hymn books 

The hymn book has been a focus of worship for hundreds of years.  But an increasing 

number of churches are ditching them in favour of big screens projecting the words instead.  

Churches are spending quite a lot of money on audio visual systems with hundred installing 

them in the last five years. 

There are lots of hymn books published all the time and some 

churches buy new ones every year or even every few months.  

The new system of projection has been described as “religious 

karaoke”. 

Other religious sites such as mosques and temples have also 

installed screens with modern churches more likely to have them. 

Even the oldest churches are trying to modernise by the addition of screens.  However, the 

diocese has to give permission for this and sometimes turn down the request because they 

feel it would undermine the character of the building. 

I wonder how you feel about dropping hymn books. 

 

An Irish Blessing 

May the roads rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 



The rain fall soft upon your fields, 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

 

Selfie-Centred 

England’s most visited church is the University Church of Saint Mary the Virgin in Oxford.  

Every year more than 400,000 holidaymakers from all over the world visit the church.   

Associate priest, Rev Charlotte Bannister Parker (daughter of Sir Roger Bannister, who was 

first to run a mile in under 4 mins), has complained that worshippers are finding themselves 

surrounded by groups of foreign visitors who are intent on taking selfies. 

Apparently some visitors seem completely unaware of the difference between the space 

inside a church and that inside a public space such as that inside a theatre. 

Of course the church must welcome everyone and we are being encouraged in Haslingden 

to have a more open church where people feel welcome. 

Perhaps some areas of the Oxford church could be reserved for private prayer while tour 

guides could make people aware of this.  Many cathedrals have already solved the problems 

which arise from allowing tourists free access to them. 

Its Only Physics 

Einstein developed a theory about space.  It was about time too. 

Never trust atoms, they make up everything. 

A nuclear physicist took a holiday for a fission trip. 

The Comfort of a Staff 

I found this interesting article in a magazine from another church. 

“Your rod and your staff, they comfort me” psalm 23 

Shepherds used to use a tall staff with a crook neck for caring for their sheep.  They could 

slip the crook end around a lamb that had wandered off and fallen into a ditch and lift it out 

to safety and comfort.  At other times the shepherd would use his staff to deftly prod a 

wayward sheep back onto the right path.  Then again there were always reluctant sheep 

who were simply afraid to go forward.   



Many a Christian has found that our Good Shepherd uses his heavenly staff in much the 

same way.  Sometimes we fall into circumstances beyond our control and need rescuing and 

comfort.  Other times we are stubborn and going our own way- and need a firm hand to 

prevent us from causing even more trouble.  And finally there are those times when we are 

too timid to move forward and grasp what God has given us for the next stage in our lives.  

Then we need a firm loving push. 

EASTER SERVICES 

 

What a wonderful week it was.  Many thanks to Fr David.  On Monday we celebrated the Eucharist 

and quiet meditations with Fr David and Rev David.  On Wednesday about 24 people walked the way 

of the Cross following the Stations around the Church.  These are the new Stations that were 

dedicated to Megan Edwards and donated by her family.  On Thursday we had the Eucharist Service 

when Fr.David washed the feet of many of the congregation.  When the service was over, the Altar 

and all the dressings of the Church were removed.  The Church was now bare. We then moved to 

the Memorial Chapel where we all lit candles.  The vigil by the Cross then began and ended at 

10.0pm, when we left in silence.    

On Good Friday, we carried a cross from St James’ to the Memorial Gardens where we had a short 

service. Then the three crosses were paraded through the town up to Cribden Hill. (Our thanks go to 

Lynden Charnley for arranging this).  The crosses can be seen from Warner Street as a reminder to all 

of what happened at the Crucifiction.    Saturday was a day of rest and waiting and the Church was 

made ready for the most important service of the year on Easter Day when it is said that anyone 

who is a Christian should attend Church.  EASTER DAY started very early at St Thomas' when the 

Easter fire was lit to greet the day. Our morning service saw at good congregation of 90 enjoy the 

wonderful service and beautiful uplifting music.  We give our grateful thanks to Adrian and the 

choirs of St James and St Thomas.  Also we give many thanks once again to Fr David for all our 

services   Now we go forward on our journey.......... 

Flowers for May 

 
May. 6.  In memory of Davis Tennant 

              Mrs C Whitling 

       13.  Miss M Heald in memory of her mum 

       20.  Vacant 

       27.  Mrs V Whittaker & family  

               The Duckworth family in memory of Andrew 

 

Dates for your diary  
May.  1.  10.00   Said Eucharist 

          3.                Voting day 

          6.    8.00.   Said Eucharist 

               10.45.   Sung Eucharist 

          8.  10.00.   Said Eucharist 

               12.00.   Eat & Meet Lunch 

                             Deanary Festival 

         9.    2.00.    Mens Forum & Mothers Union Joint meeting, speaker Michael Jackson                



       10  7.00        Standing Committee 

       13  10.45.     Sung Eucharist 

                             Start of Christian Aid Week 

       14.   7.00.     Archdeacon Visitation at St Peters Church, Haslingden  

       15  10.00.    Said Eucharist 

       20. 10.45.    Sung Eucharist 

       22. 10.00.    Said Eucharist 

             12.00.     Eat & Meet Lunch 

       23.   2.00.     Men’s Forum, Quiz by Graham  

       24.   7.00.     Parochial  Church Council Meeting 

       25.   6.30.     Cafe Church.  A warm welcome to All 

       27. 10.45.     Sung Eucharist 

       29. 10.00.     Said Eucharist 

 

Mothers Union 

 

We were pleased to welcome Hylton and Sylvia Craig to our meeting in April.  They gave us an 

excellent and informative talk and slide show on Heptonstall and Hebden Bridge.  There were 

wonderful pictures of all historic and interesting things to see in these places.  Most of us had visited 

these towns but had not noticed a lot of the things they showed us. The talk was very interesting 

and enjoyable.  A big thank you to them both. 

Our meeting in May is a joint meeting with the Men's Forum on 9th MAY when once again Mr 

Michael Jackson comes to give us one of his interesting talks.  Always informative and enjoyable   

This year his subject is Lancashire’s Cotton Industry. 

 

St James Men’s Forum 

Welcome to our meeting in May 2018 .  We meet in the Church Lounge at 2.00pm on 

alternate Wednesdays.  £2 per meeting.  Why not bring a friend along to one of our 

meetings. 

In March we were pleased to welcome Canon Roger Smith who gave us an interesting 

insight into his life’s journey.  Roger was born in St Austell, Cornwall, into a family with many 

musical talents.  His father was a violinist and brass player while his mother was a singer and 

pianist.  His sister, Barbara was also an excellent singer and pianist. 

Roger’s education included time at Truro Cathedral School and acting as an Organ Scholar at 

Christ Church College, Canterbury.  After qualifying as a teacher, Roger taught English and 

Music at schools in Folkestone.  

Following his obtaining a theology degree in 1980, Roger was ordained and served in various 

parishes prior to his arrival at St James, Haslingden, in 1996. Roger retired in 2015.  We 

thanked Roger for a very interesting talk. 

In early April we welcomed Jean Harrison for a “Grand Austrian Tour”.  Our journey began in 

the lake resorts of St Gilgen and St Wolfgang before moving on to Salzburg, the birthplace of 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  Further west is Kitzbuhel, a famous ski resort with the highest 



mountain in Austria, the Grossglockner 3797m nearby.  We saw the Krimmel Waterfalls on 

our way to Mayerhofen and Zell am Zee.  Our tour ended in Innsbruck.  Along the way, Jean 

told us of the many places associated with Kaiser Franz Joseph. We thanked Jean for 

another interesting talk about this beautiful country. 

Wednesday 

9
th

 May            Lancashire’s Cotton Industry                              Michael Jackson 

23
rd

 May          Quiz                                                                         Graham Fletcher 

 

CHRISTIAN AID 

Christian Aid is a partnership of people, churches and local organisations committed to ending 

poverty worldwide.  It provides practical support to global neighbours in need and works during 

emergencies in the world’s most vulnerable communities In Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

May is the month for the Christian Aid collection.  We try to make a donation without asking anyone 

to do house-to-house collections (if anyone would like to volunteer please let Kaye know).  During 

May, the money taken on the Book Stall in the Hall and contributions made for coffee after our 

services are donated to this cause.  We also put envelopes in with your hymn book during this time.  

If you do not receive one through your letterbox and would like to donate, please do so in Church 

and place the envelope in the basket on the hall table. Please help us to be ever mindful of the 

needs of others. 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE.      We are hoping to collect Christmas boxes again this year for Samaritans Purse. 

They are collected early in November. We are giving plenty of notice for anyone interested to gather 

items for the boxes. 

 

EASTER HAMPER.   

Thank you to all who donated gifts for the Hamper.  The winner was Graham Fletcher who is a 

member if the Men's Forum.  Second prize was Emily Westlake (large Easter egg) and third prize Julie 

Goodwin (box of Celebrations).  Thank you to all who bought tickets.  We raised £155 for Church 

Funds. 

We hope to hold another raffle at Harvest time (14th October) when we will have the Quilt 

Exhibition on in Church. 

 

Any contributions to the June magazine would be very welcome.  The closing 

date for items will be Tuesday 15
th

 May so that printing can be done Friday 18
th

 

May. Please e-mail if possible to hylt.sylv@btinternet.com   Sylvia Craig. 



 

 

 


